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Evaluate the disruption options available to target criminal activity on the road network. (2000 words)
This essay will evaluate disruption options available to police when making attempts to target criminal activity on the road network and will refer to what criminal activity occurs on the road network through understanding how criminals use the road network to facilitate crime, also how police are using disruption techniques to prevent criminal activity amongst roads.
The duties of Roads Policing Units (RPU) have evolved as time has passed, shifting the attention from routinely dealing with Road Traffic Collisions (RTC) and basic traffic stops for enforcement of traffic offences through fines, to a “wider concept of policing the roads” (Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (HMICFRS), 2020). RPU’s in recent years have had to adopt an all-purpose approach in a bid to tackle the new challenges that are faced as a result in advances in crime movement (HMICFRS, 2020) according to the College of Policing (2021) RPU’s and Roads Policing Constables have key accountabilities to adhere to in a bid to keep the road network safe with one of these accountabilities being to “control the scene of road incidents including fatal collisions to preserve evidence and life” and with the Police Service of Northern Ireland (2021) supporting this claim stating that “road safety is an issue that affects everyone” it is imperative that police utilise powers available to them and “provide a visible presence on the roads” to mitigate collisions by identifying the root causes of them (College of Policing, 2021).  
According to The National Statistics Office, (2021) data published regarding accidents that resulted in injury on public roads in Great Britain for 2020 reported that there was a 17% decrease in reported road deaths from 2019 and a 25% decrease in road related injuries for that same year, however, noted that this may be as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions and it is likely that this trend will not continue. Whilst recent studies confirm that injuries on the road have declined, road traffic injuries are still the leading cause of death on the road network (World Health Organisation, 2021). 
The “fatal five” concept has highlighted five key factors that account for fatal road traffic collisions and injuries sustained on the road network and has identified a leading cause of death and injury on the road network linked to drink driving (Road Safety Wales, 2018). Under provisions of legislation of The Road Traffic Act (RTA) 1988, contrary to Section 4, “A person who, when driving or attempting to drive a mechanically propelled vehicle on a road or other public place, is unfit to drive through drink or drugs is guilty of an offence” (Legislation UK, 2021), with final statistics for 2019 dictating that between 210 and 250 people were killed in accidents in Great Britain where at least one driver was over the drink-drive limit, an increase of 10% on previous years (GOV UK, 2021) this has caused growing concerns about how drink-driving is managed by police with Richard Cooke, chairman of the West Midlands Police Federation raising concerns that “suspects are chancing their luck more often, thinking it unlikely they will be caught” (RAC, 2021).
Police have a power under Section 163 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 which enables a constable in uniform to stop any vehicle, however, do not have a power to administer a preliminary breath test at random (Legislation UK, 2021), however, Section 6 of The Road Traffic Act 1988 dictates that if a constable has reasonable grounds to suspect that “the person is driving, attempting to drive or in charge of a motor vehicle on a road or public place or has been driving, attempting to drive or in charge of a motor vehicle while having alcohol in his body” (Legislation UK, 2021), once the vehicle has been stopped, police can utilise what powers are available to them depending on what circumstances they are met with. 
In a bid to prevent such criminality through drink driving on the roads, police are equipped with roadside Alcohol Breathalyzers, which must be approved by the Home Office and undergo testing before becoming live for usage, the kits work by detecting a level of alcohol in a specimen of breath which determines whether the specimen breaches the prescribed limit (Drink Driving.org, 2021), the prescribed drink drive limit currently stands at 35 microgrammes of alcohol per 100 millilitres of breath (GOV UK, 2021). If a person fails the preliminary breath test or fails to cooperate a police officer may arrest without warrant, if an arrest takes place the person will be required to provide an evidential specimen for analysis on the Home Office approved intoxilyser machine under Section 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 (Legislation UK, 2021). The intoxilyser machine works by using infra-red light to determine the amount of ethanol in a specimen of breath, the person being tested is required to provide two specimens of breath through blowing into the tube connected to the machine which identifies the amount of ethanol in the breath sample and determines whether the samples exceed the prescribed limit (Casemine, 2019), an offence is committed contrary to Section 5(1) of The Road Traffic Act 1988 when the level of alcohol in the breath exceeds the prescribed amount (Legislation UK, 2021). The preliminary breathalyser and intoxilyser alike are tools that are available to police in a bid to tackle road related crime, according to John Apter of the Police Federation (2021), recently police organisations are feeling the impact of demand so much so that they “don’t have the ability to target certain areas like roads policing”, with a lack of breath-test kits and reduction in dedicated Roads Policing Units it is making criminals harder to target (RAC, 2021) this claim is endorsed by Richard Cooke, of West Midlands Police Federation (2021) who has recognised that drink-driving arrests in his region have fallen by 26% in four years, whilst also recognising a concerning 20% increase in road deaths since 2017. Contrary to this information, Thakur (2012) argues that breathalysers are quick, easy, reliable and utilising them to identify alcohol consumption in persons is a non-invasive way of detection. 
Another element that falls under the “Fatal Five” umbrella is Speeding (Road Safety Wales, 2018), according to Queensland Police (2020) speeding on road networks is a critical factor in serious and fatal road traffic collisions and accounts for 1 in 4 deaths fatalities annually, with National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (2021) supporting this thesis through evidencing statistics that speeding was a contributing factor in 26% of all traffic fatalities, it is apparent that speeding is a clear issue on the road network, hence increasing the figures through such criminality. Police organisations have implemented Road Safety operations as demonstrated by Gwent Police who have enforced operations including “Road Safety Week”, who worked alongside road safety partners such as GoSafe to empower road safety through
engagement and enforcement (Gwent Police, 2021). Gwent Police hosted “OP UTAH” by completing vehicle safety checks and checked speed using specialist speed guns to determine average speed limits throughout different areas of Gwent, also utilising Section 163 RTA 1988 power to stop vehicles and engage with drivers and educate on excessive speed (Gwent Police, 2021), hence promoted key accountabilities endorsed by the College of Policing (2021), to “deliver education initiatives to promote the safe use of roads to reduce casualties”. This operation was deemed a success by Gwent Police, who state that within the week of the operation running four arrests were made and 19 Traffic Offence Reports (TOR) were issued for offences including speeding (Gwent Police, 2021). To briefly overview, the TOR process is used to dispose of a low level traffic offences and can be issued by a constable to deal with an array of traffic offences including speeding dependant on officer perception, TOR’s carry a penalties such as fines and point endorsement on a drivers licence and is used to mitigate criminality on the road network (Nottinghamshire Police, 2021). Brake (2021), a road safety charity that works alongside emergency services to deliver safety on the road network describes road safety week as “The UK’s biggest annual road safety campaign” and has noted a 6% decrease of road related fatalities between 2010 to 2019 deeming such road safety campaigns as a continued success.

The road network can be exploited by criminals involved in residential and commercial burglaries who require transportation of stolen goods promptly to evade detection (Agnew, 2020), this coupled with a steady decline in police personnel over previous years (Agnew, 2020), may be creating opportunities for criminals to make their escape using the roads, which could explain the increase in burglaries, with statistics stating that a division area experiences a 10% rise in burglary rates the same year a motorway is built within close proximity (Agnew, 2020) perhaps suggesting that easier access to large scale road networks can facilitate road criminality and crime in general. In order to tackle this, dedicated RPU’s and police officers are equipped with an array of powers to tackle criminality on the roads. As established, police constables have a power to stop any vehicle under Section 163 of the RTA 1988, this power is valuable in the bid to tackle crime as officers can ask the driver for their licence and question the driver and any passengers respectfully, hence confirming identities and perhaps assisting in identifying any criminal activity (Crown Prosecution Service, 2020). This power coupled with the power of search through provisions of Section 1(2) of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 which allows a “constable to search any person or vehicle, anything which is in or on a vehicle for stolen or prohibited articles, or to detain a person or vehicle for the purpose of a search” (Legislation UK, 2021) has led to police targeting and arresting offenders (Bradford & Tiratelli, 2018)    
Albeit, not all routine stops are “run of the mill” and some drivers may opt to fail to stop a vehicle they oversee to evade police. This is an offence contrary to Section 164 RTA 1988 which outlines that if a “person fails to stop a vehicle on being required to do so by a constable in uniform he is guilty of an offence”. Once again, referencing the key accountabilities for RPU’s as outlined by the College of Policing (2021), dedicated traffic officers are expected to “use specialist driving skills and pre-emptive methods, to provide tactical resolution for vehicles failing to stop”. The deployment of the “stinger” is described as a pre-emptive method and is used by dedicated traffic officers to end high risk pursuits by bringing vehicles to a stop safely through deflation of the vehicle’s tyres (Northampshire Police, 2019), according to Murray (2019) the deployment of stingers within RPU’s sends a clear message to criminals on the road network that this tactic will assist in bringing offenders to justice. On the contrary, this tool has been criticised by Waddington (2010) who claims that police should re-consider how pursuits are dealt with through deployment of tactics including the stinger to reduce risk and consider less intrusive options as a viable alternative.
The term “County Lines” is often used to describe gangs and organised criminal networks who are heavily involved in Serious Organised Crime (SOC) through transporting illegal drugs across the country, often using road networks to facilitate the drug movement (CPS, 2018). County lines gangs are growing increasingly versatile and have displayed advances in methods to evade detection and prosecution which includes adapting their methods of transport (National Crime Agency, 2017), this partnered with a decline in specialist traffic officers could arguably explain the growth of criminal activity on the road network (HMCIFRS, 2020). In order to combat this evident issue, RPU’s across the country use a tool named Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR), this system is used as a disruption technique using technology to detect crime, ANPR cameras can be fitted in police vehicles or alternatively can be free standing and the technology works by reading vehicle registration plates and recognising those details against a national database which holds vast information, this alerts police to stolen vehicles, vehicles concerned in criminal activity including SOC and uninsured vehicles. ANPR can also act as a valuable tool to develop intelligence as it can recognise vehicle activity through the number plate recognition technology, hence assisting police with developing intelligence of criminal activity within road networks (National Police Chiefs Council, 2020). ANPR has been supported by police organisations and according to Dorset Police (2021) ANPR operations leads to officers arresting up to five times the number of offenders on the road network compared to patrol officers annually. However, due to the faced paced notion of ANPR, resources often cannot meet demand, therefore many vehicles will alert ANPR without any police intervention.
This essay has evaluated disruption options available to police when pursuing criminal activity on the road network and identified what types of criminal activity occurs on the road network through understanding how criminals use the road network to facilitate crime. The paper has also reviewed how police are using disruption techniques to prevent criminal activity amongst road networks. (2185 words)

Assess the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion. (2000 words)
The purpose of this essay is to, in broad terms assess the role of community policing and what impact this has in fostering and maintaining community cohesion. The paper will explore community engagement and how policing can impact the community through reviewing key incidents and how policing requires development in contemporary society.
In order to understand how policing needs to be developed in and amongst communities, firstly the term “community” must be determined (Somerville, 2020), according to The Cambridge Dictionary (2021) a community is defined as “People living in one particular area or people who are considered as a unit because of their common interests, social group or nationality”. Such gatherings amounting to communities must conform to some form of social order namely “Policing”, this kind of order can be carried out by varied departments within police organisations (Loader, pp., 334, 2000) to maintain law and order within society (Crawford & Lister, pp., 4, 2004). However, pockets of communities may develop a “self-policing” approach, essentially taking matters into their own hands through interference and pro-actively reporting neighbourhood issues amongst others that occur within their respected communities (Harris, pp., 63, 2006). Studies have displayed that this approach has been illustrated due to lack of faith in authorities amongst said communities through negative past experiences and perception of police efficiency (Silver & Miller, 2004), with studies showcasing that 19% of the British public distrust the police, this could perhaps corroborate the ideology that there is a decline in confidence in policing amongst communities (Smith, 2020). However, this is area dependant, as some communities may want to intervene when witnessing a crime and engage with authorities, namely police to assist in keeping the community safe (Shotland & Goodstein, 1984). Thus said, there is a definitive necessity for social policing in and amongst communities, as self-policing may incur limitations in attempts to maintain social order through dis-organisation and lack of leadership (Somerville, 2020). Issues with self-policing begin to arise when criminal activity begins to dominate a community, this can be through perhaps for example; Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) offences which are left unmanaged, thus only substantiating the need for police in communities and the wider society (Somerville, 2020).
Whilst there is no precise definition of ASB, it is described by Citizens Advice (2021) as “Acting in a manner likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress to one or more persons in any one household”. ASB impacts individuals and a communities, through shattering the peace of residents who may also be victims of criminal offences through chronic or active ASB (Eden Council, 2021), effects can be distressing and result in death in extreme cases, ASB cannot be underrated by police (Victims Commissioner, 2019). Fiona Pilkington killed herself along with her severely disabled young daughter Francesca Hardwick after being a victim of persistent ASB in her community for ten years being a poignant example (Davies, The Independent, 2017). A case study conducted was conducted by Hampshire Safeguarding Adults Board (HSAB) in 2009 on the case of Fiona Pilkington which focused on potential reasons why she killed herself and her severely disabled daughter in 2007 after being victim to anti-social behaviour and persistently targeted by youths in her community for ten years. The Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) commenced an investigation in 2011 into this case which found that police had failed to take action and tackle the anti-social behaviour and provide support to Pilkington and her daughter who were recognised as a vulnerable family unit by police, with these shortfalls perhaps factoring into their deaths and caused community uproar. This incident led to officers having to answer cases of misconduct and caused community backlash and hatred towards the police for their identified failings within the case (IPCC, 2011).
Evidence has shown without the cooperation of the public, policing would decline and cease to function in communities (College of Policing, 2018), with confidence in community policing at an unsurpassed low (Smith, 2020) the question remains; so what can be done to tackle criminal activity and offences and restore faith in policing amongst communities? As established, communities require some form of social policing which can be delivered through an array of departments incorporated under the umbrella of policing (Somerville, 2020). “Community Policing” falls under this context and is defined as; “A systematic approach to policing through instilling and fostering a sense of community within a neighbourhood to improve the quality of life through decentralisation of the police, redistribution of police resources and interaction between police and community members to reduce fear, crime and causes of crime within communities” (Oliver, pp., 51, 1998). Reviews of literature relating to community policing outline the impact such policing has on society with Skogan (1994) arguing that where police have provided satisfactory levels of engagement through presence and enforcement of criminal activity in and amongst communities, fear of crime has been significantly reduced. 
In order to combat issues brought to the attention of community policing personnel and ultimately build community cohesion, a series of methods can be utilised, the “Problem Orientated Policing” (POP) approach can be used when tackling crime by identifying the problem and using a partnership approach to tailor a response, tackle the crime and assess the results. (College of Policing, 2020). The “SARA” model is a problem-solving model that runs in conjunction with the POP model which is broken down into four different stages; 
· “Scanning” which allows for the Identifying and routing out any potential scope for crime.
· “Analysis” this stage gathers information and intelligence to analyse what issues are present and where they are occurring. 
· “Response”, at this point, issues have been identified through the analysis stage and a response can be made to combat the issue. 
· “Assessment”, the final stage aids reflection and assesses whether further changes need to be considered.  The SARA approach is used to measure effectiveness of the POP approach in a bid to ultimately help to reduce crime. (College of Policing, 2020). Van den Broek (2002) outlines that a partnership approach such as adherence to the “POP” and “SARA” models may potentially reduce community participation due to hostile relations between police and the community. However, this is argued by Brogden and Nijhar (2005) who state that community policing and partnership policing gels well with the all branches of public services by means of delivering expertise and services to diverse communities, hence building confidence in police. 
“Community-orientated policing is an excellent tool but cannot solve crime, but seeks to assure the community that it is effective” (Brogden and Nijhar, pp., 78, 2005), it is fundamental that police ascertain any community issues and how they are best approached (Somerville, 2020). Mobile surgeries enable police to educate citizens of society of crime, disorder and ASB within communities (Somerville, 2020). This ideology has been supported by Bayley (1994) who states that such meetings vary in composition and only a small minority of residents are actively involved at any one time which may not accurately represent the views of the community as a whole transparently. Through the COVID-19 pandemic the number of Neighbourhood Policing engagement mobile surgeries declined, whilst these surgeries may not appeal to all members of the community, they provide a reassuring presence within the community and allow access to all persons who wish to engage to report any concerns they have (Hayden, 2015). Inclusive engagement of communities and its members is critical for its adaptivity through unprecedented times such as the COVID-19 pandemic (O’Sullivan, pp., 616-628, 2015), and is critical in building well-being amongst members of society which contributes to the building of thriving communities (Polizzi, 2020). This social restriction has had a noticeable knock on effect in communities who as a result faced poverty, deprivation and a decrease in neighbourhood police generated activities as surgeries came to an abrupt stop (Den Broeder, 2021). 
Police officers can be characterised as workers who have high degrees of discretion whilst conducting duties of their work within the public sector, officers have specific resources in order to conduct such duties (Lipsky, 1980). Section 35 of the Anti-social behaviour, Crime and Policing Act (2014) outlines dispersal powers available to police officers which can be utilised within communities to tackle issues short term. Authorisation to implement a Section 35 dispersal order under this act can only be granted by the rank of Inspector or above on the grounds that, “The authorising officer must be satisfied on reasonable grounds that the use of the dispersal notice powers in the locality during that period which can be for up to 48 hours are necessary for the purpose of removing or reducing the likelihood of; (a) Members of the public in the locality being harassed, alarmed or distressed (b) The occurrence in the locality of crime or disorder” (Legislation UK, 2014). Dispersal orders are advantageous within policing when utilised efficiently to tackle issues present in communities, enforcement of such dispersal orders may assist in detecting crime and removing nominals causing harassment, alarm or distress providing a better quality of life for members of the community, however, it must be noted that decisions made by police officers when exhausting these powers must be justifiable and proportionate in order to maintain a professional relationship between police and members of a community (Sherwood, 2020) 
The National Decision Model (NDM) is used for decision making within policing (College of Policing, 2021). The NDM is a model which police adhere to when making and justifying decisions, the model is built up of several components with each component complimenting the next;
·  Gathering of information and intelligence
·  Assessing threat and risk
·  Considering powers and policies available
·  Identifying options and contingencies 
· Take action and review results. (College of Policing, 2021)
At the heart of the NDM is the Code of Ethics which outlines the standards of professional behaviour expected from police officers when executing their duties and rationalising decisions, these ten standards originate from the Police Conduct Regulations (2012) and reflect expectations of behaviour of police by the public, for the purpose of this essay the following are listed but do not exhaust the 10 principles;
· Honesty and Integrity, acting honestly and with integrity and refraining from abusing position.
· Authority, respect and courtesy, acting with self-respect and generating respect to the public and communities that you serve.
· Equality and Diversity, Acting with impartiality.
· Conduct, acting professionally and refraining from acting in an improper manner not to discredit policing or community confidence (College of Policing, 2020).
The NDM aids reviewing and reflection of decisions and outcomes by police personnel, when a decision is reasonable and justifiable and made in accordance with the Code of Ethics this in turn can assist in providing a positive perception of policing in society, however, not all outcomes are the ideal, sought after result which can ultimately lead to lost faith and respect in policing by society (College of Policing, 2020). If we take for example, the tragic case of Stephen Lawrence, a black male who was murdered in a racially motivated attack in Greenwich on 22nd April 1993 (Macpherson, 1999). An inquiry was led into his death in order to identify lessons to be learnt for investigation and prosecution of such crimes and identified that police failed to act in line with their duties due to racial bias, unconscious or not, resulting in lack of decision making amounting to failings in the investigation, hence contributing to harm to relationships between police and ethnic communities (Macpherson, 1999).
Racial inequality and imbalance between police and communities is still been recognised to the present day, with general problems and differing perceptions that clearly exist between police and ethnic communities (Macpherson, 1999), which have only been exaggerated by the unlawful death of a black male named George Floyd at the hands of a Caucasian police officer who has since been prosecuted for his murder, causing a very negative backlash from communities globally who are concentrating negative efforts against the police (Tharoor, 2021). Efforts from police on eradicating any imbalance and restoring faith in police from a community view have been described as a marathon and not a sprint with a lot more understanding and effort required to meet expectations of equality and neutrality to deliver community cohesion into society (Tharoor, 2021). Racial disparity has been addressed by police organisations through embracing diversity through understanding barriers faced by Black and Ethnic Minority (BAME) communities and addressing these to encourage BAME community members to join police organisations (Association of Police and Crime Commissioners, 2020), this approach has been highlighted as effective by The Police Foundation (2021) which has noticed an uptake of BAME police officers which was sat at a high of 7.5% as of 2020. Whilst clear efforts are being made it is apparent that there is still a clear disparity between BAME communities and policing which requires further attention to endorse and foster community cohesion (Imran, 2018).
This essay has reviewed community policing and what impact it has in fostering and maintaining community cohesion and has also explored community engagement and how policing can impact communities through reviewing key incidents and how policing requires development in contemporary society. (2189 words)
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