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Teachers are considered a crucial element to education and effective teaching is at the forefront of school development (Ko, and Sammons, 2013, p.2). The new Curriculum for Wales is used as a guide to help teachers and schools produce their own curriculum to meet the four purposes (Welsh Government, 2021). The four purposes are as followed: Ambitious capable learners, Enterprising, creative contributors, healthy confident individuals and Ethically informed citizens (Welsh Government, 2022).The curriculum also sets out twelve Pedagogical Principles to improve Teaching and Learning strategies and help to achieve the four purposes. Pedagogy is a term that means the specific method and practice of teaching, which links to styles, theory and feedback (Tes Magazine, 2018). I am going to discuss three principles in particular, the first one being: “Good Teaching and Learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching” (PP1) (Donaldson, 2015, p.65). This principle implies the need for not only whole-class teaching but a range of new creative methods (Donaldson, 2015, p.65). This principle is significant within foundation phase as it is shown that pupils learn best through play (Welsh Government, 2018, p.4). The other Pedagogical Principle I will be discussing is: “Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest” (PP2) (Donaldson, 2015, p.67). This principle suggests that all children start school with existing knowledge and experience implying the role of the teacher is to draw on those already existing events to make new learning exciting (Donaldson, 2015, p.67). The final Principle I will be discussing is: “Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience” (PP3) (Donaldson, 2015, p.68). To understand this principle, it is important to know that there are six Areas of Learning (ALOE’S) and those are: Expressive Arts, Health and Well-being, Humanities, Languages, Literacy and Communication (LLC), Mathematics and Numeracy and Science and Technology (Welsh Government, 2020). This principle also promotes that subjects should not be timetabled in but instead constantly drawing connections to create unity between all ALOEs (Donaldson, 2015, p.68). This highlights the importance of cross-curricular, which can be defined as when a teacher crosses two or more subject areas to link with one another (Barnes, 2015) effectively helping teaching reach its full potential at all times. I aim to discuss each principle in terms of education and identify the positive factors alongside the areas of improvement. Making sure my points are supported by research and class based evidence.

The first Pedagogical Principle I will discuss is: “Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching” (PP1) (Donaldson, 2015, p.65). I Interpret this Pedagogical Principle meaning the need for a range of different teaching methods in order to achieve full class success, and this is extremely important within Foundation Phase to keep high levels of engagement. A blend of approaches can be defined as taking the ‘traditional learning techniques’ such as Direct Teaching and combining it with new teaching materials such as online learning (Quigley, 2023). Direct teaching can be described as a teacher asserting themselves at the front of the class and hands out subject based information (Renard, 2023). This Pedagogical Principle outlines that direct teaching is still effective and should still be used in classrooms (Donaldson, 2015, p.65). Blended approaches such as online learning became more apparent in classrooms with the outbreak of Coronavirus therefore, the Welsh Government offered support packs on how to introduce blended approaches for teachers (Welsh Government, 2020). Out on Observation I saw a number of blended approaches being used, direct teaching was mainly used to introduce new topics, story time and registration. Other approaches included, independent, digital and paired but one in particular was focus groups (differentiation) lead by teaching staff. This method involved staff members such as the teaching assistant taking a small group of pupils and focus specifically for their needs. This method relates to Vygotsky and his theory on the ‘Zone of Proximal Development’ (ZPD). The Zone of Proximal Development applies to pupils ability and willingness to complete work with the guidance of a ‘More Knowledgeable Other’ (MKO) (Walker, 2010). Vygotksy defined a More Knowledgeable other as anyone, typically older, more capable or more informed on a subject/topic (Future Learn, N/D). A More Knowledgeable Other can be anyone from a teacher, teaching assistant or a peer, however, out on observation it was typically the teaching staff that pupils relied on. Blended approaches can enhance a teachers and pupils relationship positively as it sets more time to get to know each student individually rather than on a whole class basis. Teaching and learning is constantly altering and changing to fit in with new technology, expectations and styles (Banger, 2022). The benefits of incorporating blended approaches within education is the way it allows students to develop at their own speed and expands their willingness to learn (Banger, 2022). The internet is a major concept in this generation and by incorporating it within school, children can make existing links (linking to PP2) to develop new learning. However, on the other hand, from a teachers point of view it can be a negative strategy. This is because it can be difficult to come up with new teaching methods ultimately resulting in an increased workload (Priscila, 2020). Alongside this, it may have a negative impact on the children due to a more relaxed approach could lead to a decrease in pace of improvement (Winstead, 2023). With this being said, I personally feel as though it is important to implement this Pedagogical Principle within teaching and learning. I feel as though this method of blended approaches allows diversity in a classroom and ultimately increases engagement especially within Primary Schools. I believe this because pupils are seen to engage more with active learning apposed to just being sat on a carpet listening to the class teacher (University of Washington, 2023). To support this, the Welsh Curriculum set out the Twelve Pedagogical Principles to improve communication skills, help pupils think critically and creatively at their work alongside develop problem solving skills (Welsh Government, 2023). This Principle of blended approaches links to all these supporting factors to help learners develop. I propose a way in which this Principle could be improved is by the Welsh Curriculum setting out what approaches teachers could employ. What I mean by this is within the Pedagogical Principle or to support the Pedagogical Principle, the Curriculum should provide a few examples such as group work, focus groups and independent activities. Therefore, the concern for teachers workload increasing due to coming up with new strategies for the classroom (Priscila, 2020) would be de minimised due to the Pedagogical Principle already providing guidance. 

The next Pedagogical Principle is: ‘Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and engage interest’(PP2) (Donaldson, 2015, p.68). I think this signifies that all pupils enter education with different levels of knowledge and it is important to link with these experiences to cater for each pupils needs. Whilst planning it is key to ensure pupil’s interests are placed at the forefront. Out on placement, within long term planning the teacher created a cold task of a mind map for pupils to place their existing knowledge on. This gave the teacher a clear idea of where the pupils are on the chosen subject and then in the next session, the pupils added symbols to represent new knowledge. Another strategy commonly used within Primary education is the idea of learning through play. Play is something everyone is aware of, it is something that you can guarantee all pupils would have engaged with prior to school (UNICEF, 2018,p.7). Within the Welsh Curriculum play is noted as a vital factor in learning and it should be fun and motivating (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008, p.5). Play within education has a number of psychological benefits, socially, physically, mentally and emotionally. It can be defined in many ways but one way is an activity that is engaging, involving, imaginative, and chosen by children (Hargraves, V, 2019). Play connects specifically with the Pedagogical Principle (PP3) by being meaningful to the children. Pupils use play as a way to explore and interrupt the world around them, by incorporating play within education you are allowing them to make those links to existing knowledge and experiences (UNICEF, 2018, P.7). The strategy of play to build on existing knowledge is support by Erik Erikson and his eight step psychosocial development theory. Erik Erikson’s theory would place pupils into stage three, ‘Initiative vs Guilt’, because pupils are using their existing knowledge of play to form social interactions and learn new emotions such as guilt (MCLeod, S, 2023). This strategy was evident throughout bridging, with children being set many independent tasks where they could choose and interrupt their own version of the subject. For example, most pupils chose a form of play like role-play where they would act out the book of the term. Setting tasks and resources building on previous knowledge is positive within the classroom because it allows teachers to plan accordingly. Knowing pupils existing knowledge on subjects helps differentiation within the class as teachers are able to target gaps in knowledge, get to know their students personally through their backgrounds alongside being a bridge between new and old abilities (Cornell University, 2023). On the other hand, some may argue that it is an unfair strategy of teaching due to not all pupils will share the same opportunities for prior knowledge. Therefore, students with less existing knowledge and experience could be at a disadvantage to those who have lots of existing materials on the topic. Pupils may also have insufficient or inaccurate knowledge on the topic, leading to students struggling to place any meaning to the subject or having  a misinterpretation that could potentially hinder any new information being processed (Ambrose, S, Et al, 2010). To counteract, the debate of Equality vs Equity is relevant as equity understands not all pupils will begin in the same place and that’s okay, its what the pupil is provided with to get them to the same level (RISE, 2023). Equality VS Equity can be described as: “Equality is giving everyone the same pair of shoes. Equity is giving everyone a pair of shoes that fits.” (RISE, 2023). Suggestive that pupils with less knowledge or inaccurate knowledge will be provided with teaching methods that works for them to get them to the right position in learning. In Summary, all students will come into education with prior knowledge and this knowledge will help develop an understanding of new information. It is a great stepping stone for a teacher to understand a pupils background and ability to cater for their needs. However, it is important to understand that all pupils will have different/no experience in particular topics. Therefore, one approach may not work for all and good teaching and learning means being able to find the gaps and individualise methods for development.

The final Pedagogical Principle is: ‘Good teaching and learning ranges within and across all Areas of Learning and Experience’ (Donaldson, 2015, p.68) (PP3). I interpret this principle to mean that all teachers should always be drawing clear links to the six areas of learning (ALOE) throughout their lessons. As mentioned previously the six Areas of Learning are subjects and topics the Welsh Curriculum deem as the most important focus within education. It is important to note that the six Areas of Learning and Experience should not be factored in as ‘timetabled subject areas’ but rather should be encouraging links and union amongst one another (Donaldson, 2015, p.68). This was also highlighted to me out on Observation by the class teacher when discussing their long-term plan. Many teachers try to implement this Pedagogical Principle through cross-curricular topics. Cross-curricular can be split into three different models: Interdisciplinary learning – meaning subjects do not have a particular relevance to one subject/experience rather are incorporated together as a result of that subject/experience. Multi-disciplinary learning – means the combination of multiple subjects being relied on independently to bring understanding to a topic. Finally, Hierarchical learning – meaning the use of one topic to underpin the learning of another topic (ISM Trust, 2023). Out on Observation I saw Hierarchical learning being displayed in many areas, for example, pupils learnt their Times-tables through a song, discreetly combining the subjects of Mathematics and Numeracy with Expressive Arts. Another example of this pedagogy being displayed is something as simple as a local welsh church visit. From this, pupils will broaden their knowledge of the history behind their local area, tapping into the ALOE of Humanities. This experience can also share strong links to the ALOE of Language, Literacy and Communication by incorporating materials such as ‘Puddles Lends a Paw’ to develop the pupils Welsh Language Skills. By combining both Areas of Learning it promotes Welsh Ethos within the children, something the Welsh Curriculum encourages strongly (Welsh Government, 2022, p.06). This Pedagogical Principle relates to Bruner’s Spiral Theory as revisiting Areas of learning and Experience through other subjects can help a child tackle new challenges (Structural Learning, N/D). The implement of this Pedagogical Principle shares a number of benefits; basing learning across all areas especially through combining more than one subject with another can increase pupil engagement. This is because it doubles the chances for pupils to show interest/engagement (Maresca, 2022). For example, the integration of Mathematics and Expressive Arts on Observation made the pupils who had little to no interest in maths feel more engaged as the music added an element of fun. This links back to the idea that children learn best through play (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008, p.5). Meanwhile, on the other hand some could argue certain Areas of Learning maybe overlooked and pupils may use it to avoid certain aspects of learning they don’t like or understand (Jackson, 2014). In summary, I believe it is important to implement this principle within teaching and learning. I feel this way because each Area of learning has been carefully selected for the Welsh curriculum to provide guidance to schools and help pupils develop. Each ALOE links specifically to the four purposes of what pupils should achieve by the end of education. For instance, Science and Technology allows pupils to become Ambitious capable learners as the knowledge they develop through Science and Technology will help pupils live fulfilling and experimental lives (Welsh Government, 2020). Alongside this, each Area of Learning and Experience also makes strong links to the statements of what matters. The statements of what matters sets out twenty seven statements that fall under all six areas of learning and experience (Welsh Government, 2021). For example, the ALOE of Health and Well-being has five statements of what matters, one in particular being: “Developing physical health and well-being has lifelong benefits” (Welsh Government, 2021, p.5). Suggesting, that use of the ALOE of Health and well-being must include Physical Education in a schools curriculum. However, a way in which this Pedagogical Principle could be improved is the inclusion of examples: how a teacher could implement all Areas of Learning within and across their classrooms. This means schools will not overlook any areas of learning and experience in their curriculum as they have an example of each one to use.

To conclude, in every part of this module I can see the significance of the twelve Pedagogical Principles and their role within the Welsh Curriculum. Alongside this, I have seen the importance for teachers to understand these principles in order to implement them successfully within their own teaching and learning. After discussing three of the Pedagogical Principles in more depth, I aim to try new approaches in order to develop my own practice and further expand my Pedagogy awareness. I believe my first placement practice is a great place to trial out these approaches. First of all, I plan to have a blended approach towards my lessons, ensuring a wide range of teaching and learning methods are being used while still implementing direct teaching (Linking to PP1). Secondly, the next approach I will employ is the ability to develop on pupils existing knowledge (Linking to PP2), in order to do this I will create hook tasks at the beginning of my sessions to find out what pupils already know about the subject. Finally, the last approach I will take is introducing cross-curricular within my lesson planning, this will help me to achieve all Areas of Learning and Experience within my practice (Linking to PP3). I have set myself these three approaches to ensure I am utilising the Pedagogical Principles in my own teaching and learning. I will measure if I have effectively applied these pedagogies in my placement by having weekly reviews, where I sit down with my class mentor and discuss what went well and what I can improve on for the future. Moreover, it is also important that I have my own views and opinions on the Pedagogical Principles as they will guide me into meeting the four purposes. As stated in my introduction the four purpose are how the Welsh Curriculum wants pupils leaving education to be. For example, in order for pupils to become ‘Ethically informed citizens of Wales and the world’ (Welsh Government, 2022) I must promote the use of Welsh language and I can do this through the pedagogical principle of teaching across and within all areas of learning and experience particularly Language, Literacy and Communication. Or by employing blended methods such as outdoor education can help a pupil develop ambitiously and become capable learners throughout their lives (Welsh Government, 2022). This also links to Maslow’s theory of motivation and his seven steps of hierarchy needs, specifically the cognitive needs as pupils can explore and ultimately find self-actualisation (Meggitt, C, 2012, p.216). All in all, the twelve Pedagogical Principles are all equally important but the three I have analysed within this assignment has given me the opportunity to understand how key they are to achieve the main outcome of the Welsh Curriculum and the students within. I plan to utilise my understanding from this module and bring it forward in my own teaching practice by implementing the three approaches above. I will keep track of my progress throughout placement and use them when I’m qualified.

Word count: 3,042














































Reference List: 

Ambrose, S. A., Bridges, M. W., DiPietro, M., Lovett, M. C., & Norman, M. K. (2010). How learning works: Seven research-based principles for smart teaching. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

Barnes, J. (2015) Cross-Curricular Learning 3-4, Third Edition. London: Sage.

Banger, C. (2022) The Importance of Blended Learning in K-12 Classrooms. Available at: https://www.d2l.com/blog/importance-blended-learning-k12-classrooms/ (Accessed: 5th of April 2023).

Cornell University. (2023) Assessing Prior Knowledge. Available at: https://teaching.cornell.edu/spring-teaching-resources/assessment-evaluation/assessing-prior-knowledge (Accessed: 4th of April 2023).

Donaldson, G. (2015) Successful Futures. Available at: https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-03/successful-futures.pdf (Accessed: 3rd of April 2023).

Future Learn. (N/D) Vygotsky’s concept of the “Zone of Proximal Development”. Available at: https://www.futurelearn.com/info/courses/differentiating-for-learning-stem/0/steps/15505 (Accessed: 5th of April 2023).

Hargraves, V. (2019) The Education Hub: What is play and why is it important for learning? Available at: https://theeducationhub.org.nz/what-is-play-and-why-is-it-important-for-learning/ (Accessed: 4th of April 2023).

ISM Trust. (2023) Models of cross-curricular learning. Available at: https://www.ismtrust.org/resources/primary-toolkit/music-across-the-creative-curriculum/models-of-cross-curricular-learning (Accessed: 7th of April 2023).

Jackson, L. (2014) The disadvantages of combining Maths and Science. Available at: https://prezi.com/gippaoqzpz43/the-disadvantages-of-combining-maths-and-science/ (Accessed: 7th of April 2023).

Ko, J. Sammons, P. (2013) Effective Teaching: A review of Research and Evidence. Reading: CFBT Education Trust.

Meggitt, C. (2012) Understand child development. London: Hodder Education.

Maresca, J. (2022) Teaching Tuesday: positive outcomes of integrating multiple subjects into single lessons. Available at: https://www.gcu.edu/blog/teaching-school-administration/teaching-tuesday-positive-outcomes-integrating-multiple (Accessed: 7th of April 2023).

McLeod, S. (2023) Simply Psychology: Erik Erikson’s 8 stages of Psychosocial Development. Available at: https://simplypsychology.org/Erik-Erikson.html (Accessed: 4th of April 2023).

Priscila. (2020) Blended learning – the best of both worlds? Advantages and disadvantages. Available at: https://www.easy-lms.com/knowledge-center/e-learning/blended-learning-advantages/item10386 (Accessed: 5th of April 2023). 

Quigley, E. (2023) LearnUpon Blog: What is blended learning? Available at: https://www.learnupon.com/blog/what-is-blended-learning/ (Accessed: 5th of April 2023).

Renard, L. (2023) Direct Instruction- A practical guide to effective teaching. Available at: https://www.bookwidgets.com/blog/2019/03/direct-instruction-a-practical-guide-to-effective-teaching (Accessed: 5th of April 2023).

RISE. (2023) RISE Module: Equality Vs Equity. Available at: https://risetowin.org/assets/pdf/Equality-vs-Equity.pdf (Accessed: 4th of April 2023).

Structural Learning. (N/D) Education Theorists. Available at: https://www.structural-learning.com/post/education-theorists (Accessed: 7th of April 2023).

Tes Magazine. (2018) What is Pedagogy? Available at:  https://www.tes.com/magazine/archive/what-pedagogy (Accessed: 3rd of April 2023).

UNICEF. (2018) Learning through play. Available at: https://www.unicef.org/sites/default/files/2018-12/UNICEF-Lego-Foundation-Learning-through-Play.pdf (Accessed: 4th of April 2023).

University of Washington. (2023) Engaging Students in Learning, Available at: https://teaching.washington.edu/topics/engaging-students-in-learning/ (Accessed: 6th of April 2023). 

Walker, A, R. (2010) Science Direct: Sociocultural Issues in Motivation. Available at: https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/psychology/zone-of-proximal-development (Accessed 5th of April 2023).

Welsh Government. (2021) Introduction to Curriculum for Wales guidance. Available at: https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/introduction/ (Accessed: 3rd of April 2023). 

Welsh Government. (2022) Developing a vision for curriculum design. Available at: https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/designing-your-curriculum/developing-a-vision-for-curriculum-design (Accessed: 3rd of April 2023).

Welsh Government. (2018) How is my child doing in foundation phase? Available at: https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-06/how-is-my-child-doing-in-the-foundation-phase-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers.pdf (Accessed: 3rd of April 2023).

Welsh Government. (2020) Curriculum for Wales: Areas of Learning and Experience. Available at: https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales (Accessed: 3rd of April 2023).

Welsh Assembly Government. (2008) Play/Active Learning. Available at: https://hwb.gov.wales/storage/52aae98d-65ed-4065-9222-1a7876e150de/play-active-learning-overview-for-3-to-7-year-olds.pdf (Accessed: 4th of April 2023).

Welsh Government. (2020) Developing integrated approaches to support blended learning for the phased opening of schools. Available at: https://hwb.gov.wales/api/storage/5792637c-fa0d-4af2-884e-66d0abeca36b/developing-integrated-approaches-to-blended-learning.pdf (Accessed: 5th of April 2023).

Welsh Government (2023) Pedagogy. Available at: https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/designing-your-curriculum/pedagogy (Accessed: 6th of April 2023).

Welsh Government (2022) Draft Curriculum for Wales 2022: Languages, Literacy and Communication. Available at: https://hwb.gov.wales/storage/4373f5ea-f77e-4b10-a20f-4b06eb02f6a0/draft-statutory-guidance-languages-literacy-and-communication.pdf (Accessed: 7th of April 2023).

Welsh Government (2020) Areas of Learning and Experience – Science and Technology. Available at: https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/science-and-technology/ (Accessed: 7th of April 2023).  

Welsh Government (2021) The curriculum for Wales – statements of what matters code. Available at: https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-11/curriculum-for-wales-statements-of-what-matters-code.pdf (Accessed: 7th of April 2023).

Welsh Government (2022) Developing a vision for curriculum design. Available at: https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/designing-your-curriculum/developing-a-vision-for-curriculum-design/#curriculum-design-and-the-four-purposes (Accessed: 8th of April 2023).

Winstead, S. (2023) 6 Disadvantages of Blended Learning Educators and Students Should Know. Available at: https://myelearningworld.com/6-disadvantages-of-blended-learning/ (Accessed: 5th of April 2023).
