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Aims(s) 

· To provide students with a critical understanding of the socio-cultural and historical dimensions of Irish Traveller culture through a structured exploration of their identity, traditions, and challenges.

· To critically engage students with the issue of stereotyping by adopting a nuanced understanding of Irish Traveller culture and challenging reductive or prejudicial narratives.

Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this session, students should be able to:

· Understand the historical roots and cultural background of Irish Travellers.
· Explore key aspects of their traditions, culture and values.
· Analyse the societal challenges and stereotypes faced by the Traveller community.
· Reflect on the importance of cultural preservation and inclusivity.

Indicative Content

[bookmark: _Hlk497936418]This session is for humanities students of various disciplines and will focus on the Irish Traveller culture and the challenges faced by this ethnic group in the modern era. It will provide a historical overview of Irish Travellers, highlighting their origins, traditional nomadic lifestyle, and core cultural traditions and values. Contemporary challenges, including systemic issues like housing discrimination, educational barriers, and healthcare disparities, will be addressed alongside the impact of stereotypes and media portrayals. The session will explore advocacy and inclusion efforts, such as the role of organisations like the Irish Traveller Movement and Pavee Point, and conclude with discussion points on fostering understanding and integration while preserving cultural identity.

Learning and Teaching Strategy 

Pre-session engagement
· Before attending the session, students will be required to watch a video on Irish Travellers uploaded on the Moodle page by the lecturer. This will improve students' understanding and foundational knowledge, giving them a baseline on the topic and allowing the presentation to emphasise deeper analysis.

Interactive Lecture 
· A PowerPoint lecture will provide an overview of Irish Traveller history and origins, culture and traditions, challenges and misconceptions.
· Multimedia resources such as videos and interviews will bring lived experiences to life.
· Engagement with students and the lecturer in posing reflective questions to challenge preconceptions and promote understanding.

Collaborative Activities
· Group activities, discussions and debates on stereotypes, media portrayals, or policy issues affecting Travellers.
· Provide opportunities for students to ask questions and share their perspectives.
· A case study (the Dale Farm eviction) will explore real-life scenarios and systemic issues the Irish Traveller community faces.
Learning Support Materials
· Academic articles, news articles, advocacy websites for Irish Travellers, multimedia video links, and additional readings will be available on the Moodle page to enhance understanding and support the completion of the assessment. The lecturer will review and add to these resources based on student requests for further assistance.


ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 

☐ Written exam ☒ Coursework ☐ Practical

	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Essay
	2,000 words
	100%
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