How John Milton uses Greek Mythology to describe Mirth and Melancholy in the poems L’Allegro and Il Penseroso.
John Milton was a seventeenth century historian and poet who was born on the 9th December 1608 in London, England. He was a lover for literature who enjoyed writing, and did this for most of his life. Milton wrote several pieces of poetry however, the companion poems L’Allegro and Il Penseroso were two of his best and most popular pieces during his early years in the seventeenth century. Greek mythology was developed by 700 BC. It is representative of the lives of Gods and Heroes. During that time, they believed that passing down myths to generations was best done in the form of literature. 
Milton utilizes both Greek and Roman mythologies within his style of writing as a means of emphasizing and providing a clearer image of what he seeks to convey in these poems. In my presentation I would be focusing on some of the Greek mythologies that were used to describe how Mirth and Melancholy are symbolic within the companion pieces.
The Latin title “L’Allegro” translates in English to “The happy man”; The man that is filled with joy and wishes to remain cheerful in his life, which is synonymous to the personified Mirth in the titular poem.
The poet begins to draw reference to Greek mythology as early as lines one to ten of “L’Allegro”. He uses characters such as Cerberus and makes reference to the stygian cave. Cerberus according to Greek mythology is a three headed dog used to guard the underworld and Stygian cave is described as a Styx River in the underworld that is very dark and murky. Milton’s mythological choice gives an image of Hell and the aspects attributed to it. These two Greek mythologies are used to express how “L’Allegro” feels about allowing Melancholy to infest into his life. 
Melancholy is described as having the feeling of sadness. He explicitly referenced Melancholy in his poem as darkness and anything that is associated with the underworld. So, he asked Melancholy to leave him alone because he prefers to be happy.
Subsequently, John Milton starts to express and welcome Mirth into L’Allegro’s life. Mirth is defined as having “a state of joyful exuberance”. He begins explaining how much healthier his life would be with Mirth.
From line eleven and unto twenty-two, he mentioned Sister Graces and Bacchus. Bacchus is described as the God of nature and Sister Graces means charm, beauty, human creativity and fertility. The character “L’Allegro” is saying that he would prefer to be covered with overwhelming joy and fertility. All of this goes hand in hand by talking about the everlasting beauty of nature, being protected during his life which is an expression of Mirth; further solidifying Milton’s choice of Greek mythology.
From line one hundred and forty to one hundred and fifty-two, he mentioned Pluto and Eurydice. Pluto is described as a positive concept of the god who presides over the afterlife. Eurydice in the Greek mythology that symbolizes the power of true love. These characters of Greek mythology were used to showcase how he would feel about finding joy and happiness in nature in which he desires to live. 

“Il Penseroso”, the term used in the Latin culture, describes someone as “The thinker”. John Milton describes “Il Penseroso” as someone who welcomes Melancholy into his life rather than being deluded with the idea of constant Mirth. From line ten to twenty-two he mentioned Morpheus, Prince Memnon’s sister and the Ethiop Queen. Morpheus is described as a God associated with sleep and dreams. Milton refers to pensioners as fickle followers of Morpheus whose dreams are constantly changing.  He then begins to embrace or acknowledge Melancholy because we often overlook the sadness that is in plain sight. The writer makes reference to Prince Memnon’s sister Himera who must usher in the sadness which comes with having received the ashes of her late brother. Much like Himera the Ethiop Queen also is left to live amidst sadness due to her vanity and boasting of her beauty, which resulted in her the destruction of her city. 
In line Eighty-eight he mentioned Hermes. It is used to describe the herald of the Gods. He uses being high above in a tower to describe how he wants to be far away from anything associated with Mirth.
In conclusion, both poems depict the way in which human approaches their life with “L’Allegro” representing being full of joy and happiness and “Il Penseros”o represents sadness and meditation. Both poems complement each other and shows that none is more superior. 
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