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A response to the Wiki section ‘The Spartan mythology of Leda's children’ in Group 2’s Wiki titled ‘How were the children of Leda connected to Sparta?’ 

The Wiki section ‘The Spartan mythology of Leda’s Children’ is a piece of scholarship that attempts to describe and discuss the Spartan mythologies regarding Leda and here children, namely the twins Castor and Polydeuces and their sister Helena.[footnoteRef:1] In general, the wiki section seems to reach several seemingly justifiable conclusions regarding the mythologies about Leda’s children including the Dioscuri’s eminent position within sports and their relationship to the Spartan kings. On the other hand, though, this paper does question the conclusion regarding the relationship between the Dioscuri and the mechanisms of the Spartan Diarchy.  [1:  Moodle, 2018. ] 


As mentioned in ‘The Spartan mythology of Leda’s children’ the Dioscuri appear to have a deep association with sports.[footnoteRef:2] As mentioned in the wiki section statues of the Dioscuri flanked the entrance to a Spartan race course and the racers who raced on it were called “Dioskouroi Apheterioi”.[footnoteRef:3] This clearly shows that the Dioscuri had a deep association with sports as their statues were given eminent positions and that they as deities had some significance as the racers were named after them.[footnoteRef:4] This response though can contribute alternative pieces of evidence which suggest that the Dioscuri had this association with sports. One of these pieces is from the Nemean Odes by Pindar which date from the 5th Century BC which describes Castor and Polydeuces links to sports through their relationship to the games.[footnoteRef:5] In Nemean Odes 10 Pindar describes how along with Hermes and Zeus the Dioscuri ‘administered’ the games.[footnoteRef:6] This evidence is important because it reinforces the view that the Dioscuri held deep association with sport and that they held a place of eminence since Pindar’s work suggests that they were equal to Hermes and Heracles.[footnoteRef:7] This concept can also be seen in the archaeological record due to the Dioscuri’s links to horses. As Nigel Kennel notes there are multiple depictions of this including friezes a the Sicyonian Treasury at Delphi.[footnoteRef:8] [2:  Moodle, 2018. ]  [3:  Kennell 1995: 2922; Paus. 3.14.7 ]  [4:  Paus. 3.14.7 ]  [5:  Pind. N. 10  ]  [6:  Pind. N. 10]  [7:  Pind. N. 10]  [8:  Kennell 1995: 2969 ] 


The wiki section also makes the argument that the Dioscuri were “the preferred local deities”.[footnoteRef:9] This means that whilst like other states Sparta worshiped multiple gods it also placed more importance on certain deities than others.[footnoteRef:10] As noted in the wiki section there is plenty of literary evidence that supports this view including extracts from the works of Pausanias and Herodotus that illustrates this point.[footnoteRef:11] This conclusion could be seen as being weak as it mostly relies on modern scholarship and primary literary evidence. There is however archaeological evidence which suggests that the Cult of the Dioscuri were “the preferred local deities”.[footnoteRef:12] Robert Parker in his essay ‘Spartan Religion’ notes that the cult was spread out throughout Laconia and that depictions of the Dioscuri appear in both shrines for the Homoioi and those that belonged to the Perioikoi.[footnoteRef:13] Since evidence of the cult can be found throughout Laconia and in both social groupings it implies that the Cult of the Dioscuri was popular and a preferred cult.[footnoteRef:14] It can also be argued that the Dioscuri were preferred deities since they appear to have been the base for what the Spartans saw as the ideal man.[footnoteRef:15] There seems to be a consensus amongst classicists regarding this point since many argue that the characteristics attributed to the Dioscuri are the same as those given to the ideal Spartan man, and that this was the type of man that the Spartan state wished to create.[footnoteRef:16] [9:  Moodle, 2018]  [10:  Moodle, 2018 ]  [11:  Hdt. 5.75; Paus, 3.1.5  ]  [12:  Moodle, 2018.]  [13:  Parker 1989: 145 ]  [14:  Parker 1989: 145 ]  [15:  Parker 1989: 147 ]  [16:  Kennell 1995: 2938 ] 


Whilst this paper has thus far agreed with the wiki section as said before this response does take issue with one of the conclusions drawn by the author. In the first paragraph of the section the author appears to imply that the Spartan system of having two kings came about because of the rulership of the Discouri.[footnoteRef:17] Specifically, the author has written “Sparta was a unique Polis as it was led by two kings to symbolise the joint ruler ship of the Dioscuri”.[footnoteRef:18] To those unacquainted with Spartan history this could be interpreted as saying that the Diarchy was created due to the influence of the Dioscuri. This response takes issue with this since there is no evidence to suggest that was the case or as Robert Parker states “there is no reason to seek the basis of the cult’s appeal in this occasional association.”[footnoteRef:19] The reason this is the case is because the evidence appears to show that the influence of the Dioscuri had nothing to do with the creation of the Diarchy. According to Herodotus’ Histories the dual-kingship was created because of a prophecy from the Delphic Oracle.[footnoteRef:20] After King Aristodamus died the crown should have gone to the oldest of his twin sons.[footnoteRef:21] Unfortunately, as they did not know who was older the Spartans sought advice from the Delphic Oracle who said that both brothers should be treated as kings.[footnoteRef:22] This evidence clearly shows that the influence or preferential status of the Dioscuri had nothing to with the creation of the Spartan Diarchy.[footnoteRef:23]   [17:  Moodle, 2018. ]  [18:  Moodle, 2018.]  [19:  Parker 1989: 147 ]  [20:  Hdt. 6.52 ]  [21:  Hdt. 6.52]  [22:  Hdt. 6.52]  [23:  Hdt. 6.52 ] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]In all, this essay has shown that several of the conclusions reached by the wiki section in question are justifiable. The section’s conclusions regarding the Dioscuri’s connections to sport are well founded since there is both literary an archaeological evidence to support it. However, similarly it can be shown that the assumption about the creation of the dual-kingship is wrong since the evidence overwhelming discredits this view. This phenomenon though may not be the fault of the author’s potentially lax research. It could just be that the author researched some of the conclusions reached in this paper more methodically than others.  
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