SCHOOL OF CULTURAL STUDIES
WAYS OF READING – NARRATIVE – 2011/2012
ESSAYS

Write an essay of 2,500 words on one of the topics below; please present your work clearly and remember to include a BIBLIOGRAPHY or list of any secondary works (books, articles) that you have consulted as part of your preparation for the essay. The deadline for the submission of the essay is 3:00 PM on Tuesday, 10 January, 2012.

Write one essay on a topic chosen from the following list, and support your observations with examples from the literary text studied for this module (i.e. Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe): please note that if you use any literary texts not studied on this part of the module as the primary basis for your essay you will not receive a grade for your work. In establishing and developing your argument you should refer to scholarly books and articles on narrative theory. You may find it constructive in this regard to refer to Shlomith Rimmon-Kenan’s Narrative Fiction, which is the course textbook on the theory of narrative fiction, though you will not lose marks specifically for not referring to this text. Remember to connect your general or theoretical observations to detailed commentary on the literary text as far as you are able.

Remember to follow the School’s guidelines on presentation of references, etc. within the essay; these are detailed in the School of Cultural Studies Reference Guidance, and also form part of your ‘Study Skills’ module.


ESSAY QUESTIONS

1. Select a chapter or suitably long passage from Things Fall Apart (other than Chapter 1) and analyse the discrepancies between the order of the events in the story and the order of events in the plot (the text-order). Identify the discrepancies as analepses or prolepses, as homodiegetic or heterodiegetic, and as internal or external, and suggest reasons why the narrator uses these techniques in the part of Things Fall Apart you have selected.

1. Discuss characterization and the variety of textual indicators of character traits that may be found in narrative fiction, illustrating your answer with reference to Things Fall Apart.

1. Explore focalization in narrative fiction, illustrating your answer with reference to passages from Things Fall Apart. If you wish you may also make reference to the passages supplied from Chapters IV and XLIII of Tess of the d’Urbervilles, by Thomas Hardy.

1. Discuss the narrator of the main story of Things Fall Apart. You may wish to consider how his voice(s) may be related to the emergence of Nigeria as an independent nation.

1. Examine techniques used by the narrator of Things Fall Apart to constrain the reader’s response, and consider the kinds of competence and knowledge that make Things Fall Apart more intelligible to its readers. Do not make substantial reference to Chapters 5 or 6 in your answer.

1. How do you think Okonkwo emplots his personal history in Things Fall Apart? Explore the alternative emplotments offered to him by other characters in the novel.

1. Explore the idea that ‘in order really to live, we make up stories about ourselves and others, about the personal as well as the social past and future’ (Barbara Hardy). Examine in relation to this the contrasting idea that stories are not lived but told from the perspective of their ending. Illustrate your answer with reference to Things Fall Apart.
