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A critical evaluation of two contrasting countries
This essay will evaluate the key issues that have an impact on a child’s life by contrasting two different countries and the different cultures within the countries. This essay will also compare and contrast the different education systems within the two countries and how living in the different countries can have an impact on a child’s development. The following essay will contain a comparison of the international pedagogical approach and how it has an impact on the aspects of a child’s diverse childhood experiences within the two different countries relating to their rights and ethnicity. The two countries that this essay will go into depth about are Wales and China. According to UK Population (2018) the last recorded population for Wales in the 2018 is estimated at 3.184 million. As stated by World Population Review (2018) the current population of people within China is 1.42 billion.
According to Welsh Government (2017) the education system that is used within Wales is the foundation phase. As stated by Welsh Government (2017) the foundation phase is a statutory curriculum for all 3 to 7 years olds within Wales. As noted by Welsh Government (2017) the foundation phase encourages the children within the system to be creative, use their imagination and attempts to make learning more enjoyable and more effective by encouraging children to learn though play. The foundation phase has seven different areas of learning which are provided to children through different practical activities which allow children to learn through active learning both indoors and outdoors (Welsh Government, 2017). As stated by Welsh Government (2017) children within Wales must complete 13 years of compulsory schooling and then have the choice whether to attend further education.  According to OCED (2016) China has one of the largest education systems in the world with over 260 million students within the education system and over 15 million teachers across 514,000 schools within China. OECD (2016) states that within China education is state-run which means that there is very little involvement from private providers within the school sector and this has increasingly decentralised. According to OECD (2016) students in China usually enrol to pre-school around the age of two and leave pre-school at the age of six but unlike Wales pre-school in China is not compulsory for the children. According to OECD (2016) children within China must complete nine years of compulsory education with most children starting at the age of six in a primary school setting, unlike Wales where children have to attend 7 more years of education compared to children in China.
According to UNICEF (2005) there is not just one definition of childhood as there are many different ways to look at the definitions of childhood. According to Sorin (2005) the term childhood is often recognised as socially constructed. As stated by Sorin (2005) the history of childhood shows that there are three main images of children, these images are the innocent child who is seen to have come into the world as a blank slate, the evil child who is seen to be a product of their parents intimacy which within some cultures they believe that the child should have the evilness beaten out of them the third image that a child is painted in is a miniature adult which is a child who lives and works alongside their parents of careers (Sorin, 2005). As stated by UNCIEF (2005) within Wales one of the most common definitions of childhood is that childhood is meant for the time that a child attends school to play which enhances a child’s development. According to UNCIEF (2005) childhood within Wales is also known as the stage from birth to adulthood as not all things that are suitable to for adults to take part in are suitable for children. According to Wright (2017) the concept of childhood within different countries passes challenges within everyday speech even though there are a lot of questions around the definition of childhood as many countries see childhood in a different way. According to NSPCC (2018) by Wales being a part of the UNCRC this can increase a child’s experience as they grow up due to being able to have their own voice and being able to use it to gain full access to their rights. As noted by NSPCC (2018) the Social Services and Well-Being Act 2014 within Wales was created in April 2016, this Act provides a legal framework within Wales. According to Library of Congress (2015) the definition of childhood within China is a lot like the definition of childhood within Wales, this is because under the Minors Protection Law in China minors are under 18 years old which means that they are considered to be in their childhood. As stated by Library of Congress (2015) the civil law in China states that children under the age of 10 years have no civil conduct capacity, which indicates that the responsibility for children’s civil acts is always assumed by their parents or guardians. According to Library of Congress (2015) children who live in China aged 10 to 16 years can only engage in civil activities that are age and intellect appropriate. According to Morrow (2011) childhood can vary according to the child’s background such as their family history and family culture. According to Morrow (2011) Wales and China do not have that much of a different view of the definition of childhood, as both countries have the understanding that being under the age of 18 years means that the child is currently within childhood.
According to Public Health Wales (2016) there are multi childhoods that children can experience, and these different childhoods can affect each child in a number of different ways whether is be short term or long term effects. As reported by Public Health Wales (2016) children within Wales who have suffered four or more adverse childhood experiences are reported to be more likely to be diagnosed with a chronic disease when they grow up compared to children who have not experienced any. As noted by Public Health Wales (2016) childhood experiences can become very traumatic for people even more so when they happen before the age of 18 years. As stated by Public Health Wales (2016) childhood experiences can be a both positive and negative and can then have a both positive and negative impact on a child’s life which can affect children from all around the world. According to Public Health Wales (2016) people within China believe that throughout childhood a child’s experiences can affect them in many different ways later on in their life and they also believe that during childhood if a girl and boy have the same childhood experience that it can affect them in different ways throughout their lives as they may look at the situation in a different way as they grow up. However as stated by Smith (2016) children who live in Wales and China can have very different childhood experiences as they have different rights during their childhood. According to Smith (2016) this is because there are different cultures within each country so therefore children within the different country will have different childhood experiences due to their family background. According to Smith (2016) childhood experiences can also have a positive affect on a child’s life as if a child has a positive childhood it can impact on a child’s future.
[bookmark: _Hlk509850137][bookmark: _Hlk509858544]According to NSPPC (2018) all children within Wales have equal rights. According to NSPPC (2018) different countries have very different rights for children within the countries. As stated by NSPCC (2018) Wales is a part of the United Nations Convention on the Right of the Child (UNCRC) which defines that all people under the age of 18 years are considered to be a child. According to NSPCC (2018) with Wales being a part of the UNCRC it ensures that each child living within Wales has full access to the UNCRC which ensures that each child can gain access to childcare settings and at home to all 54 rights that each child is entitled because they live within Wales. According to The Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2018) a child who has full access to the rights that they are entitled can have an impact on their childhood experiences as within Wales children are entitled to have their own voice and be able to use it to stand up for what they believe in. According to The Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2018) within Wales the UNCRC is part of the framework within schools to ensure that children are aware of their rights and gain experiences that are linked to their rights. As stated by Welsh Government (2014) within Wales there is a commissioner for Wales whose role is to ensure that children within Wales can gain access to all of their rights and to make sure that they know about their rights. As stated by Welsh Government (2014) there is a vast importance for the children’s commissioner for Wales within the school system so ensure that every child is safeguarded throughout their childhood to ensure that they can gain the best experiences from their education. According to Gibson (2014) China is also a part of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, however the rights are not as easily accessed for children within China are they are for children within wales. As stated by Gibson (2014) laws within China often make it very difficult for ordinary children and their families within China to be able to enforce their rights under the UNCRC. According to Gibson (2014) for many years within China children’s rights have been a big issue for countless generations as children’s rights within China are not being upheld. As stated by Gibson (2014) within China children are of low individual families but over the years the children within china have become of more value to the state, as China signed to be a part of the UNCRC children’s human rights are becoming more important. According to Gibson (2014) school settings in China are beginning to recognize that children’s rights are important and need to be protected. However as stated by United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner (2018) Wales have upheld children’s rights for many years within settings unlike China who are only recently beginning to understand the importance of the rights of children. According to United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner (2018) China also does not have a children’s commissioner to teach people within China about the UNCRC.
According to The Open University (2015) the education system within China is divided into three sections which are, basic education, higher education and adult education. As stated by The Open University (2015) the law in China states that every child within China must complete nine years of compulsory education. As noted by The Open University (2015) China do not provide children with half-terms during the school year unlike Wales who provide children with lots of half-terms. As stated by The Open University (2015) schools in China start as early as 7:30am and finish at about 6pm with the children having a 2-hour lunch break. However, according to Department of Education and Community Services (No date) schools in Wales provide education for children from 8:50am until 3:20pm and during this time the children have 1 hour for lunch and often get taken outside to play throughout the day to keep them engaged with learning. According to Inter Nations (No date) China’s education system has one of the best reputations for high achievers, however it is considered to be one of the most challenging and competitive education systems in the world. As stated by Inter Nations (No date) with China providing one of the hardest educations in the world thus indicates that not every child thrives in this environment as not every child finds it easy to thrive by sitting behind a desk. As stated by Inter Nations (No date) the law in China is that children start school at the age of seven. As noted by Inter Nations (No date) within schools in China 60% of the children’s time is spent learning Chinese and Mathematics, then the other 40% of their time is spent being taught music, art, morals and society, nature, and the children also take part in practical work classes. As stated by Inter Nations (No date) some schools within China encourage the children to take part in many different extra-curricular activities as well as starting to teach them foreign languages. According to Martin (No date) China is one of the most progressive countries with their economic and business development which ensures that they are able to offer an education system that enables children to gain many opportunities which ensures that they are able to thrive in the future. As stated by Martin (No date) schools within China even more so the ones within the big cities, are seen to educate some of the most highly educated future professionals, which indicates that schools within China can have a positive impact on a child’s experience as it provides a positive base for their future and experiences that they can use as they grow and develop. According to Welsh Government (2014) the education system within primary schools in Wales is called The Foundation Phase. According to Welsh Assembly Government (2008) The Foundation Framework emphasises the importance of every child within the setting is entitled to equal opportunities throughout the Framework to ensure that their developmental needs are met. According to Welsh Assembly Government (2008) The Foundation Phase Framework has seven core aims that are developed from the United Nations Convention of the Right of the Child. As stated by Welsh Assembly Government (2008) The seven core aims are divided into areas of learning which are communication and language, physical development, personal, social and emotional development, literacy, mathematics, understanding the world and expressive arts and design. According to Welsh Assembly Government (2008) all of the aspects within the Foundation Phase are interlinked, and for a child carrying out a single activity it can meet so many of their developmental needs. According to Welsh Assembly Government (2008) an essential part of the framework is a child’s entitlement to structured educational play and active learning. As noted by Welsh Assembly Government (2008) for a child to learn through active play it can enhance their development by motivating and stimulating the development of the child’s skills, for a child gaining these experiences of learning through play it can have a very positive effect on them throughout their later life as they will start to feel that learning can be fun. However according to Gao (2012) children in China have a very formal education and sit behind a desk for the time that they are in education as within China they feel that this type of learning is more beneficial for the child unlike Wales where they believe that a child should learn from first hand experiences. According to Frost and Wortham (2014) Piaget believes that children learn best from first hand experiences as it enhances their development as they learn from the different activities that they carry out.  According to Frost and Wortham (2014) Piaget also believes that play has a prime role within a child’s development as Piaget believes that social interactions will have a fundamental value on a child’s social-cognitive development. According to Welsh Assembly Government (2008) the Foundation Phase believes that children who learn through active play can develop transferable skills that they can apply across all seven core aims. As stated by Welsh assembly Government for a child who learns through active involvement in learning through activities and play can influence a child’s future experiences, as it can have both a positive and negative effect on their experiences as each child learns and develops in a different way. According to Mack (2017) China provides free primary education for children. As stated by NHS Wales (2017) Wales also provides free education for children to develop. According to NHS Wales (2017) free schooling can be very beneficial for a child’s development and childhood experiences as every child has the right to attend education and better themselves for their future using their past experiences. According to NHS Wales (2017) another factor of education that can have an impact on childhood experiences is the size of the classes that children attend, as if there are too many children in a class a child may not gain the help they need to thrive and develop. According to NHS Wales (2017) Wales normally have approximately classes of 32 children. As stated by Mack (2017) China have an average of 35 children within one class.
According to OECD (2017) there is an international survey which evaluates the different education systems that are worldwide which is called The Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA). According to Jerrim and Shure (2016) The PISA study collected data from 140 schools and 3,451 pupils in Wales. As stated by Jerrim and Shure (2016) these numbers show rates in Wales of 92 per cent for schools and 88 per cent for pupils which exceeds the strict minimum response rates required by the OECD11.  As noted by Wightwick (2016) the average PISA science score in Wales is 485 which is significantly lower than the average since the last time science was the focus of PISA study. According to Wightwick (2016)  Wales’ education system is ranked the worst in the UK in the international PISA tests as results were taken from 15-year-olds across Wales for the OECD survey of standards which is worldwide. As stated by Wightwick (2016)  the results show that Wales are adrift of the global and UK average in reading, maths and science, the results for Wales in all areas have fallen since 2006. As Stated by Wightwick (2016)  21% of students tested within Wales cannot read well enough to contribute effectively, and sufficiently develop in life. However according to Yiwen (2016) China is no longer the world’s leader in educational achievement. As stated by He (2016) children in China scored an average of 518 in science in 2015. According to He (2016) children in China scored 494 in reading in 2015, and 531 in mathematics. According to Evans (2015) China is currently doing better in the PISA study than Wales as the children are achieving higher marks within China. This shows that China’s education system is having a larger impact on a child’s development than the welsh education system. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude this essay, it is clear that children who live within Wales and China experience different childhood experiences as they grow and develop throughout their lives and it can affect each child in a different way. The positives of the education systems in Wales are that children are able to use their own voices which allows them to influence their own learning, where as the positives of the education system in China are that children spend more time in school which allows them a longer time to study. However, there are also negatives of both education systems such as China children are sat behind a desk all day which may not keep the children engaged for long periods of time. A negative of the education system in Wales is that it can be seen as based too much around play. Overall the conclusions drawn from the research relating to this assignment show that both countries have a positive contribution and impact on childhood experiences and outcomes. 
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