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Community Profile 


Participant name and province/country here
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Instructions for using this template:


Use this template to simplify the creation of your Community Profile– an important, though optional, supplement to your Communities in Bloom entry. Many participants find that the finished product has many uses: as an economic development tool, addendum to grant applications, an important historic document, informative document for council and all residents, and even as a fundraising tool. 

Using this template will reduce production costs, keep the final document within CiB guidelines, and provide the judges with a uniform presentation of information.

This profile is an important collation of your community’s achievements over the years with emphasis on the previous 12 months and as such, is part of your history. You may want to give a copy to the historical society, the library, Chamber of Commerce, visitor’s center, and city hall and post a copy to the municipal web page. 

Please email a pdf version to the CiB office by (June 30th 2022) to bloom@cib-cef.com. The office will ensure your team of judges receives a copy prior to their travels to allow them time to study it before they begin their judging travels.

How to use this template:

· Fill in the requested information on each page. Overwrite the highlighted text with your specific information. You only need one or two sentences on each criteria item.
· Add photos if you wish. Be sure each photo has a caption. (Remember, when adding photos, compress them to 96 dpi (or screen resolution) to allow the file to be emailed easily.)
· Feel free to change the layout if it helps. Filling in the template is easier if you assign each section to a different person, then have one person edit the entire document for consistency.
· Maximum page count is 30 pages, so think in terms of 2-3 pages per criteria.
· When finished with the document, delete this instruction page. Also delete the sections shaded in green – they are for your reference only and are provided as prompts for information you can include. 
· Include a table of contents. If you have used the headings in the template, you can generate it easily using Word’s table of contents feature.
· If you want, you can save the file as a pdf and put it on your community’s website. 
· If you have additional materials such as more photos, newspaper clippings, videos, etc., they can be made available in a separate binder. The judges may, at their discretion, take this additional binder with them or ask that it be mailed to their home, or they may simply refer to the additional binder while in your town and leave it for you.
·    If you have participated in CiB in the past, be sure to highlight NEW initiatives and programs since your last evaluation. 
·    Be sure to include information on suggestions offered by last year’s judges (if applicable).

Definitions of Sectors 

Municipal: 
Municipal properties, parks and green spaces, streets, streetscapes 
Properties owned and run by municipality such as museums, historical sites

Business and Institutions: 
Properties owned and managed by 
· Business: commercial sector, shopping centres, Business Improvement Areas (BIA), , industrial parks, manufacturing plants 
· Institutions: schools, universities, churches, hospitals, service and community organization buildings (such as YMCA, Legion), private museums, Government and Crown Corporations buildings (such as Canada Post, provincial and federal parks, etc.)
· Tourism bureaus and Chamber of Commerce offices 
· Farms: in rural communities, farms can be considered in this section

Residential: 
· Citizens and citizen groups acting within their own properties
· Residential property owners, rate payer groups including condos and co-ops

Community Involvement: 
The principle of community involvement is so fundamental to the program that it is considered in each segment of the evaluation  
· Individuals, community organizations, citizen groups (includes youth programs) – all contributing to various aspects of community improvement, including municipal spaces maintained through the efforts of volunteers and community
· Organized clubs such as horticultural societies, garden clubs, community associations, school groups
· Service clubs such as Rotary, Lions, Optimist
· Participation (financial and/or in-kind or employee participation) by the municipality, businesses and institutions.
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Introduction to (Participant)

Please write a brief overview of your community. 500 words max.




























 
2022 PARTICIPANT INFORMATION 

Population:  
Website:
Contact Name:
CiB Committee Chair Contact:
Area in Square Miles: 		
Acres of Active Recreation:		
Acres of Passive Recreation:	
Do You Have a Volunteer Coordinator? 	

Judges’ Suggestions from Prior Year
Please discuss your reaction to the judges’ suggestions. Please list suggestions from last year’s evaluation and their disposition. It is not required to implement all of them, but we’d like to know if not, why not. For example, inadequate funding, not appropriate, planned for the future, etc. This section is not required for first time participants.
	Suggestion
	Implemented
	Not Implemented
	Notes

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




Community Appearance
Community appearance  reflects an overall  effort by the municipality, businesses, institutions and the residents throughout the community to create great first impressions and a sense that there is continuous attention and upkeep to critical elements of a community that benefit quality of life and economic vitality Elements for evaluation are: parks and green spaces, medians, boulevards, sidewalks, streets; municipal, commercial, institutional and residential properties; ditches, road shoulders, vacant lots, signs and buildings; weed control, litter clean-up (including cigarette butts and gum), graffiti prevention/removal and vandalism deterrent programs.

Municipal  

Gateway Impressions   First impressions of the community including gateway/entrance landscape treatments

Overall Impressions   Order, cleanliness, curb appeal and first impressions 

Anti-litter/Graffiti Prevention and Removal Community anti-litter/graffiti awareness programs

Regulations   Effective bylaws, programs and policies and enforcement; litter control, private property maintenance by-laws, vandalism, graffiti prevention and eradication, graffiti removal kits to residents

Asset Appearance Includes public green infrastructure: parks, streetscapes (sidewalks, planters, urban signage and furniture such as benches, litter and recycling containers etc.) 

Municipal Properties Appearance   Visual appeal and condition of municipal buildings and municipal owned properties

Business& Institutions

Overall Impressions   Curb appeal, order, and cleanliness		

Site Conditions   Condition of buildings (exterior maintenance), grounds, sidewalks and parking lots 	

Furniture/Amenities Appearance   Condition of urban furniture: benches, litter and recycling containers 	
Residential 

Overall Impressions Curb Appeal, order and cleanliness 		

Property Conditions Condition of buildings, grounds and yards 		

Community Involvement 

Public Participation In community, neighbourhood or individual streets, clean-up programs, activities and annual maintenance (including promotion, organization, innovations involving youth and seniors, etc.) 

Community Support   Financial and/or in-kind or participation by the municipality, businesses service groups, and institutions for community clean-up programs.	

Environmental Action
Environmental action pertains to the impact of human activities on the environment and the subsequent efforts and achievements of the community with respect to: environmental stewardship, policies, by-laws, programs and best practices for waste reduction and landfill diversion, composting sites, landfill sites, hazardous waste collections, water conservation, energy conservation, and activities under the guiding principles of sustainable development pertaining to green spaces.
Municipal  
Sustainable Development Strategies Policies, programs, guidelines, long-term planning/vision; effective bylaws/policies and their enforcement; and public education programs and activities. This includes activities such as: the creation of Active Transportation networks, fleet management, and recognition of the importance of biodiversity to mitigate and adapt to climate change. 
Waste Reduction Reduction of waste going to landfill and results (3-R: reduce, reuse and recycle), municipal composting programs, including activities such as composting sites, yard waste collections, plastics reduction programs, mulching of wood debris (Christmas trees, hedge trimmings, etc.)  and reclamation of cut trees. Handling of hazardous waste including e-waste collection and reuse of compost material. Officially mandating the greening of public events such as on-site recycling bins, biodegradable drink containers, food service dishes, utensils, etc to minimize the use of plastic.
Water Conservation Use-reduction programs such as promotions, efficient irrigation, use of non-potable water, water restriction policies 
Energy Conservation Programs such as alternate forms of energy (ex. geothermal, biomass, wind, solar) and initiatives such as: energy-efficient appliances, shielding for night skies, efficient street lighting
Environmental Initiatives, Innovations and Actions
· Development and expansion of sustainable mobility and active transportation networks such as bike lanes, multi-use commuter pathways, and recreational trails;
· Horticultural practices such as planned biodiversity, green roofs, green walls, green lanes, living fences, buffer zones; re-use of sites; engineered wetlands, bioswales, permeable surfaces and rain water management
· Brownfield redevelopment, remediation, land reclamation
· Air quality programs such as alternate energy sources, sustainable design of facilities, sustainable fleet management, reduction of greenhouse gas emission (carbon reduction), anti-idling by-laws.
Business & Institutions 
Participation in The Environmental Effort Waste management (reduce, reuse and recycle), water conservation, energy conservation and audits (fleet management, electric conservation), brownfield management
Corporate Environmental Initiatives and Action   Innovation/stewardship, initiatives, activities (for example: environmental clean-up activities, plastic reduction) carbon emissions, green roofs
Residential 
Participation in Environmental Initiatives 3-R (reduce, reuse and recycle), composting 
Water & Energy Conservation Practices such as water use reduction, rainwater collection and rain gardens, alternate forms of energy, thermostat reduction
Community Involvement 
Public Participation – Civil Action Participation in public forums and policy development on environmental issues, such as climate change adaptation and mitigation
Public Participation in Activities Community (including children/youth), neighbourhood or individual street environmental activities and programs (including promotion, organization and evidence of taking ownership, etc.)
Community Support Financial and/or in-kind or participation by the municipality, businesses and institutions in public environmental activities and programs 

Heritage Conservation
Heritage conservation includes efforts to preserve and protect both natural and cultural heritage within the community. Preservation of natural heritage pertains to policies, plans and actions concerning all elements of biodiversity including flora and fauna ecosystems and associated geological structures and formations. Cultural conservation represents the “persona” of a community and refers to the heritage that helps define the community including the legacy of tangible (built/hard assets) elements such as heritage buildings, monuments, memorials, cemeteries, artifacts, museums and intangible elements such as traditions, customs, festivals and celebrations. The participation of groups such as historical societies, traditional cultural groups, and conservation groups is considered.
Municipal
Natural Heritage Plans   Management and preservation policies, plans, programs and initiatives: including eco systems, eco parks, trail networks, grasslands, naturalization, wetlands, urban agriculture/farming, wildlife and wildlife corridors, protection of sensitive habitats, species at risk and support for at risk pollinators.
Natural Heritage Promotion   Management and promotion of natural heritage (through communications, information and support programs, economic development/tourism) including year-around activities and programs for education and use of natural heritage sites (including trail networks) for and by the public.
Cultural Heritage Plans   Policies, by-laws, plans, and preservation initiatives for heritage buildings, cemeteries, artifacts, museums, monuments, heritage trees and gardens, including their integration with streetscapes and landscape
Cultural Heritage Activities   Initiatives throughout the year including festivals and celebrations along with preservation of traditions and customs
Business & Institutions
Natural Heritage Assets Conservation, restoration and integration of natural heritage, including eco parks, conservation areas, trails, heritage gardens, trees and landscapes.
Cultural Heritage Assets Conservation, restoration and reuse of heritage buildings and artifacts including their integration with the built/hard streetscapes and green landscapes 
Residential 
Cultural Heritage Initiatives Conservation/restoration and reuse of heritage buildings and artifacts on residential lands
Community Involvement 
Natural Heritage Public Participation Participation in community (including children/youth), neighbourhood or individual natural heritage programs and initiatives including developing policies and plans, site improvements (including trails, eco parks, reforestation and management, maintenance, conservation and education initiatives
Natural Heritage-Community Support Financial and/or in-kind or participation by the municipality, businesses and institutions (including environmental groups) in community-initiated natural heritage activities and programs
Cultural Heritage-Public Participation Participation in community (including children/youth), neighbourhood or individual cultural heritage programs including year-round heritage community events/activities, festivals and celebrations along with preservation of traditions and customs
Cultural Heritage-Community Support Financial and/or in-kind or participation by the municipality, businesses and institutions (including historical societies) in community-initiated cultural heritage activities and programs.

Tree Management

Woodlands, Canopy Management, Urban and Rural Forestry includes the efforts of the municipality, businesses, institutions and residents with regards to written policies, by-laws, standards for tree management protection (selection, planting, and maintenance), long and short-term management plans, tree replacement policies, pollinator-friendly tree selection, tree inventory including heritage, memorial, and commemorative trees, and Integrated Pest Management (IPM) programs.     
Municipal 
	Overall Impression Overall impact, benefit and first impression of the urban forest
Strategic Plans Policies, regulations and tree by-laws, tree protection and planting on public and private lands
Urban Forestry Plan Plan, design and inventory management including integration with overall green infrastructure landscape plan, and measures to preserve, protect, manage and expand overall tree inventory, including woodlots and managed forests
Plan of Action Procurement, species diversity (including native trees), selection of hardy and pollinator habitat tree species, recommended tree list and tree planting standards.
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) / Plant HealthCare (PHC) Plan of action for invasive pest detection and control, information on current infestations and diseases
Public Information Programs Provides information on good planting techniques, best practices and maintenance programs
Maintenance Quality Best practices with demonstrated results
Qualified Resources Qualified personnel (including seasonal staff and/or qualified experienced contractors) and/or in place training programs 
Business & Institutions 
Tree inventory Contribution to expanding overall tree inventory and canopy, management of hedgerows and forests, with consideration of design and diversity including native and hardy species of trees, on properties owned by businesses and institutions.
Maintenance Quality Programs, best practices with demonstrated results: watering, pruning, IPM
Residential 
Tree Planting Contribution to expanding overall tree inventory, with consideration of design and diversity including native and hardy species of trees on residential properties
Maintenance Quality Best practices with demonstrated results
Community Involvement 
Public Participation Participation (including children/youth) in tree planting and conservation programs such as Green Streets Canada, Arbor Day, Maple Leaf Day, and other tree planting and maintenance programs and activities on public lands (including promotion, organization etc.)
Community Support Financial and/or in-kind or participation or promotion by the municipality, businesses and institutions for community tree planting and conservation programs on public lands








Landscape 
Landscape includes planning, design, construction and maintenance of parks, green spaces and cemeteries suitable for the intended use and location on a year-round basis. Elements for evaluation include: native and introduced materials; biodiversity, materials and constructed elements; appropriate integration of hard surfaces and art elements, use of turf and groundcovers. Landscape design should harmonize the interests of all sectors of the community and provide safe and secure public spaces. Standards of execution and maintenance should demonstrate best practices, including quality of naturalization, use of groundcovers and wildflowers along with turf management.
Municipal 
Sustainable Designs – Soft Landscape Sustainable designs: energy efficient, use of green materials, naturalization, xeriscaping, suitable plant varieties (including pollinator friendly), traffic calming, bank stabilization
Sustainable Designs - Hard Landscape Urban and civic design standards for streetscape and public places including considerations for public safety: flags, banners, public art, fountains, site furnishings, signage including wayfairing and directional, seasonal design and décor, walkways and paving materials including use of artificial turf and its protocols
Landscape Plan Integrated and implemented throughout the municipality 
Landscape Management Programs Integrated Pest Management (IPM), Plant Health Care (PHC), alternative solutions to diseases and infestations when appropriate, Invasive Species Management, increased naturalization and adapted maintenance programs
Landscape Maintenance Policies, Standards, Best Practices and Programs including irrigation water management
Landscape Quality Landscape maintained to appropriate standards, specs and best practices, as an example as shown in the Canadian Landscape Standards
Qualified Resources Qualified personnel (including seasonal staff) and/or in place training programs and/or qualified experienced contractors
Year-round use Demonstrated year-round opportunities and programs for education and people being active and using parks and green spaces (urban agriculture, community gardens, parks and recreation programs and accessible public washrooms)
Business & Institutions 
Sustainable Designs: energy efficient, use of green materials, naturalization, xeriscaping, alternate groundcovers, urban agriculture
Integrated Plan Contribution to urban and civic design and public green spaces above requirements: such as public art, streetscape, site furniture, fountains & innovation in concept & design 
Maintenance Quality Adequate ongoing life cycle management (ongoing maintenance, ground & asset management, rehabilitation & replacement) of all landscape elements
Residential 
Streetscape Appeal Residential yards (year-round, seasonal, themed)
Maintenance Quality Lawn care, trees and shrub maintenance (with demonstrated results)
Plant Selection Selection of plant material (native, local, innovative, edible & pollinator friendly plants)
Community Involvement 
Public Participation in community programs (including children/youth) such as: urban agriculture, community gardens, "yard of the week", volunteer park maintenance, holiday illumination and decoration (promotion, organization, etc.)
Volunteer Succession Plan and Recognition Succession Plan and Recognition (by municipality and/or volunteer groups) of volunteer efforts in all aspects of the Communities in Bloom program including activities in all evaluated criteria 

Plant and Floral Displays 

This category evaluates the efforts of the municipality, businesses, institutions and residents to design, plan, execute, and maintain plant and floral displays of high-quality standards. Evaluation includes the design and arrangements of flowers and plants (annuals, perennials, bulbs, ornamental grasses, edible plants, water efficient and pollinator friendly plants) in the context of originality, distribution, location, diversity and balance, colour, and harmony. It also pertains to flowerbeds, carpet bedding, containers, baskets and window boxes. 
Municipal 
Floral Display Plan Of Action Integration into overall landscape plan and distribution through community. Concept and design including sustainable design 
Diversity of Displays: Flowerbeds, raised beds, planters, hanging baskets, window boxes, carpet bedding, mosaics
Diversity of Plants Annuals, perennials, bulbs, grasses, woody plants, natural flora, pollinator friendly plants
Maintenance Quality Maintenance to appropriate specifications and standards, best practices: watering, weeding, edging, dead heading, etc.
Qualified Resources Qualified personnel (including seasonal staff) and/or in place training programs and/or qualified experienced contractors
Business & Institutions 
Design Concept and design (including arrangement, diversity, colour of display and plants) on grounds
Overall Plan Contribution to, and integration with, overall community floral program
Maintenance Quality of planting and maintenance: watering, weeding, edging, dead heading, etc. with demonstrated results.
Residential 
Concept and Design (including arrangement, diversity, colour of display and plants) on residential properties including Pollinator gardens and/or inclusion of pollinator plants in gardens
Maintenance Quality of planting and maintenance with demonstrated results.
Community Involvement 
Public Participation in community projects, volunteer initiatives (including children/youth), outreach programs in plant and floral displays (including promotion, organization, etc.)
Community Support Financial and/or in-kind or participation by the municipality, businesses and institutions for community plant and floral displays activities


Map

If practical, insert a map of your community (not necessarily the official municipal boundaries) with the judge’s route highlighted. 

Itinerary

Send your itinerary to the judges and CiB at least 2 weeks before the judges depart on their judging tour.  List the itinerary to be followed with your judges from the moment they arrive to the moment they leave. Add more lines if needed. Remember to allow time for travel from location to location, for questions and for surprises.  Also be sure to allow at least two-three hours BEFORE DINNER on the last day with the judges so they can start on your evaluation. Allow some time for a wrapup session before the judges leave.  

	Date:
	Location/Activity/Representative
	Duration

	Time:
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Contacts

Provide names, affiliation/title, and contact information (email, phone numbers) of people the judges will meet.  Add more lines if necessary.

	Name/Address
	Affiliation/title
	Email
	Phone

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




(enter town name here)  2014											

City, Province /Country 2022		        	                  
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