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[bookmark: _Toc130156667]Part 1: The Role of Team Working and Academic Writing in University Graduate Students Success

[bookmark: _Toc130156668]Introduction:
Effective presentation and academic writing skills are critical for university students to succeed in their academic and professional endeavours. This report will focus on the importance of presentation skills for students to become successful UWTSD graduates. There are two types of presentations that students need to master, face-to-face and virtual, as both have become increasingly important in today's digital age especially after the Covid19 pandemic which has come with a lot of changes making more demand and ‘work from home’ and ‘Hybrid jobs’. Face-to-face presentations help build confidence, communication skills, and enable students to demonstrate their knowledge to others, which can ultimately win them prospective employers. Virtual presentations have become essential due to the rise of remote work and online learning. In addition to presentation skills, academic writing is also a critical skill that students must develop. The IMRAD structure is commonly used in scientific research papers, and mastering academic writing is important for students to contribute to the body of knowledge, engage with the academic community, and demonstrate their understanding of a particular subject. Ultimately, mastering presentation and academic writing skills will help students become successful UWTSD graduates and excel in their chosen career paths.

[bookmark: _Toc130156669]Presentation Skills for Success as a UWTSD Graduate
Presentation skills are essential for success in any field. They are particularly important for university students looking to become successful UWTSD graduates. There are two types of presentations: face-to-face and virtual. Both are important for students to master.

[bookmark: _Toc130156670]Face-to-Face Presentations
Face-to-face presentations involve presenting to an audience in person. They are often used in classrooms, conferences, and job interviews. To deliver an effective face-to-face presentation, students must:
· Plan and organize their ideas beforehand
· Use visual aids to support their points
· Practice their delivery and work on their pacing
· Engage with their audience and respond to questions
· Effective face-to-face presentations can help students to:
· Build their confidence
· Develop their communication skills
· Demonstrate their knowledge to others
· Win over prospective employers
In order to plan and organize ideas, students can use tools, such as mind maps, to brainstorm and structure their thoughts. This can help to ensure that the presentation flows logically and is easy for the audience to follow. Visual aids, such as PowerPoint slides or charts, can help to illustrate key points and make the presentation more engaging for the audience.
Practicing the delivery of the presentation can help students to feel more comfortable and confident when presenting. Working on pacing can help to ensure that the presentation is not rushed or too slow, which can affect the audience's engagement. Engaging with the audience by asking questions or inviting participation can help to create a more interactive and memorable presentation. (Tuomainen, 2016) (Amy E. Duchelle, 2009)

[bookmark: _Toc130156671]Virtual Presentations
Virtual presentations have become increasingly important due to the rise of remote work and online learning. They involve presenting to an audience through a digital platform, such as Zoom or Skype. To deliver an effective virtual presentation, students must:
· Test their technology and ensure a stable internet connection
· Use visual aids and make sure they are visible on screen
· Speak clearly and project their voice
· Engage with their audience and make use of interactive features

Effective virtual presentations can help students to:
· Adapt to the changing nature of work and learning
· Develop their digital communication skills
· Reach a wider audience
· Showcase their ability to work remotely

Virtual presentations have some unique challenges that students need to be aware of. Technical issues, such as poor internet connection or malfunctioning equipment, can disrupt the presentation and affect its effectiveness. Using visual aids that are optimized for the digital platform, such as high-quality images or videos, can help to make the presentation more engaging for the audience. Speaking clearly and projecting the voice can help to ensure that the audience can hear and understand the presenter. Engaging with the audience through interactive features, such as polls or chat boxes, can help to create a more dynamic and collaborative environment. (Kolawole, 2021) (Bala, 2022)

[bookmark: _Toc130156672]Discussion of Concepts
[bookmark: _Toc130156673]Meaning of the Concept
Presentation skills refer to the ability to communicate information effectively to an audience using various media. This includes verbal, visual, and nonverbal communication. (Bala, 2022)

[bookmark: _Toc130156674]Key Theories and Frameworks
One key theory related to effective presentations is the "signal-to-noise ratio." This theory suggests that effective communication requires a high signal-to-noise ratio, meaning that the information being communicated is clear and concise, without being overwhelmed by unnecessary or irrelevant information. Presenters can achieve a high signal-to-noise ratio by focusing on the most important information and presenting it in a clear and concise manner.
Another framework related to effective presentations is the "Rule of Three." This rule suggests that people tend to remember information better when it is presented in groups of three, rather than as a long list. Presenters can use this rule to structure their presentations and make them more memorable for the audience. (Hawker, 2013)

[bookmark: _Toc130156675]Importance of the Concept
Presentation skills are important for university students because they are a key part of academic and professional success. Effective presentations can help students to stand out in job interviews, win over clients and customers, and present their research to a wider audience. They are also important for developing communication skills, which are essential in many fields.
[bookmark: _Toc130156676]How the Concept Can Affect Performance of a University Student
Effective presentation skills can have a positive impact on a university student's performance in many ways. For example:
They can help students to communicate their ideas more clearly and effectively, which can lead to better grades and academic success. They can help students to engage with their audience and build report, which can lead to better networking and career opportunities.
They can help students to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of a topic, which can lead to better academic and professional recognition. Also they can help students to stand out in job interviews and other professional settings, which can lead to better job offers and career advancement. Overall, developing strong presentation skills is an important step towards becoming a successful UWTSD graduate. By mastering both face-to-face and virtual presentations, students can build their confidence, showcase their abilities, and communicate their ideas effectively to others.



[bookmark: _Toc130156677]Academic Writing

[bookmark: _Toc130156678]Meaning of the Concept
Academic writing is a broad term that encompasses a variety of genres, including research papers, essays, theses, and dissertations. Academic writing is characterized by a formal tone, objective language, and a focus on evidence-based arguments. The purpose of academic writing is to communicate ideas, research findings, and arguments to a specific audience. Academic writing is a skill that is critical to success in academic and professional settings. Academic writing is an essential skill for university students as it is the primary mode of communication in academic and research settings. It is a means through which students can engage with the wider academic community, contribute to the body of knowledge, and demonstrate their understanding of a particular subject. (Bacha, 2010)
[bookmark: _Toc130156679]Key Theories and Frameworks
One key framework related to academic writing is the "IMRAD" structure. This structure stands for Introduction, Methods, Results, and Discussion, and is commonly used in scientific research papers. The IMRAD structure helps to ensure that the paper is organized logically and that the reader can easily follow the research process. It is a widely used format for reporting original research in natural and social sciences. The "voice" in academic writing refers to the tone and style of the writing, and can be either active or passive. Active voice is preferred in academic writing because it is more direct and engaging for the reader. It is also more precise and concise, making it easier for the reader to understand the intended meaning. Passive voice, on the other hand, is less engaging and can make the writing sound more distant and impersonal. Another key theory related to academic writing is the concept of "argumentation." Argumentation refers to the process of developing and supporting an argument through the use of evidence and logic. In academic writing, argumentation is a critical skill as it helps to demonstrate the author's expertise and understanding of the subject. Effective argumentation requires careful analysis and interpretation of evidence, as well as the ability to anticipate and respond to counterarguments. (Wu, 2011)
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[bookmark: _Toc130156680]Importance of the Concept
Academic writing is important for university students because it is a key part of academic success. Effective academic writing skills can help students to communicate their ideas clearly and effectively, earn better grades and academic recognition, contribute to the wider body of academic knowledge, develop critical thinking and analytical skills, and prepare for future academic and professional work.
Academic writing is a critical skill for students in all fields of study, as it is the primary means of communication in academic and research settings. Effective academic writing skills can help students to convey complex ideas in a clear and concise manner, develop and support their arguments with evidence, and engage with the wider academic community. (WENDLAND, 2007)
[bookmark: _Toc130156681]How the Concept Can Affect Performance of a University Student
Effective academic writing skills can have a positive impact on a university student's performance in many ways. For example:
· They can help students to structure their thoughts and arguments in a clear and logical way, which can lead to better grades and academic recognition.
· They can help students to communicate their ideas more effectively to their peers and professors, which can lead to better feedback and collaboration.
· They can help students to develop critical thinking and analytical skills, which are essential for success in many fields.
· They can help students to prepare for future academic and professional work, such as research papers, grant applications, and business reports.
Students who develop strong academic writing skills are better equipped to succeed in their academic and professional pursuits. Effective academic writing skills can help students to stand out in their field, demonstrate their expertise, and contribute to the wider body of knowledge. Academic writing is a critical skill for university students. (Bala, 2022) Developing effective academic writing skills can help students to communicate their ideas clearly and effectively, earn better grades and academic recognition, contribute to the wider body of academic knowledge, develop critical thinking and analytical skills, and prepare for future academic and professional work. By mastering the IMRAD structure, understanding the concept of voice and argumentation, and practicing effective communication, students can improve their academic writing skills and achieve their academic and professional goals.
[bookmark: _Toc130156682]Conclusion:
In conclusion, presentation skills are essential for university students to become successful UWTSD graduates. There are two types of presentations, face-to-face and virtual, and students need to master both. Effective face-to-face presentations help students to build confidence, develop communication skills, demonstrate knowledge to others, and win over prospective employers. Virtual presentations have become increasingly important due to the rise of remote work and online learning. Developing strong presentation skills is an important step towards becoming a successful UWTSD graduate. Additionally, academic writing is a critical skill for university students, and the IMRAD structure is a commonly used framework in scientific research papers. Academic writing is important for students to contribute to the body of knowledge, engage with the academic community, and demonstrate understanding of a particular subject. Overall, presentation and academic writing skills are critical for academic and professional success.
[bookmark: _Toc130156683]Part 2: Self Reflection Essay as an undergraduate student

[bookmark: _Toc130156684]Introduction
In this reflective essay, I will be discussing my experience in the academic writing module using the Gibbs reflective model. I believe that this module has been an enlightening experience for me as I have learned the value of proper academic writing and referencing. Throughout the course, I have acquired various writing techniques and strategies that have enabled me to improve my writing skills significantly.
[bookmark: _Toc130156685]Definition of Gibbs Reflective model:
The Gibbs Reflective Model is a structured approach to reflection that is commonly used in academic settings, particularly in the fields of education, healthcare, and social work. It was developed by Graham Gibbs in 1988 and is based on the principles of experiential learning, which suggests that individuals learn best by reflecting on their experiences. The model consists of six stages, which include:
1. Description of the experience
2. Reflection on the experience
3. Analysis of the experience
4. Evaluation of the experience
5. Drawing conclusions from the experience
6. Action plan for future improvements
By working through these stages, individuals are able to gain a deeper understanding of their experiences and identify ways in which they can improve their performance in the future. The Gibbs Reflective Model is widely used in academic and professional settings to facilitate reflective practice and promote continuous learning and improvement. (Oviawe, 2020)
[bookmark: _Toc130156686]Gibbs Reflecting model applied to my learning:

[bookmark: _Toc130156687]Description:
In the academic writing module as an undergraduate student, I had learned various techniques to improve my academic writing skills, such as understanding the purpose and audience of academic writing, structuring academic essays, using appropriate language and tone, and referencing sources correctly and also how to use references and inside citations in order to avoid plagiarism and give authenticity to my academic writing.
[bookmark: _Toc130156688]Feelings:
Initially, I felt overwhelmed and intimidated by the amount of information and rules to follow especially when it comes to the list of references. During the module had been a lot of information to process even if I have done before academic writing and reference my previous reports for university. I still found it challenging to adapt to the formal writing style and academic conventions as English is my second language, but I felt more pressure regarding the academic writing which were different from previous writing experiences.

[bookmark: _Toc130156689]Evaluation:
As the module progressed, and I achieve more techniques and develop my academic skills I started to appreciate the importance of academic writing skills and the impact they have on my academic performance and future career prospects. Also during the module I realized that writing is a process that requires practice, feedback, and continuous improvement. Also attending the classes I develop my vocabulary even more and I also done some research by myself using dictionary and trying to learn more synonyms in order to pursued further developing my language skills too. 

[bookmark: _Toc130156690]Analysis:
During the module and my learning, I identified some strengths and weaknesses in my writing, such as my ability to develop arguments and use evidence that further helped me to demonstrate the authenticity, research and knowledge effectively but struggling with grammar and syntax as I was misspelling words and due to that I make a plan of checking everting I write multiple time to ensure that I was writing words correctly at the proper time. For example, before I was use to write more often at the present continue and sometimes misleading myself by not using the correct time in my sentence. Further on I analysed the feedback I received from my lecturers regarding my previous reports, which helped me identify areas for improvement and build on my strengths. Also I star reading more academic articles to enable myself to become more aware and creative when it comes to academic writing.

[bookmark: _Toc130156691]Conclusion:
Overall, I found the academic writing module to be a valuable learning experience that helped me to develop even more the essential writing skills and knowledge. Now feel more confident in my ability to write academic essays but I still need to improve in order to become confident regarding my engage with scholarly discourses, as in writing I have my own time to write and debate in academic style but verbally there is still plenty of room for improvement.

Action Plan:
To continue improving my writing skills, I plan to continue to read more academic texts and case studies and practice writing regularly, for the verbally discourses I plan to dedicate at least four hours per week discussing with myself and trying to debate out loud in the mirror. Further I also plan to seek feedback from my lecture and use online resources and writing support services to address my weaknesses.
[bookmark: _Toc130156692]Conclusion of the Part 2:
In conclusion for the Part 2 of the essay, using the Gibbs reflective model allowed me to reflect on my learning experience in the academic writing module and identify areas for improvement. This reflective process helped me to continue develop my skills and knowledge further and become a more effective academic writer.
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What's it about? (Brief, informative, and
readily searchable by a person or a machine!)

What s it in a nutshell? (Follow the IMRAD logic:
and highlight major findings.)

Why did you do it? (The problem, importance,
known, unknown, and your research questions/
hypotheses/cbjectives.)

Where did you do it? (Why here? Relevance to
your study? This may be part of Methods.)

How did you do it? (Not only methods used, but
also justifcations for using them.)

What did you find? (Summarize findings with
headings and informative figures; don't discuss!)

What does it mean, and so what? (Results
exphined? Objectives achieved? Limitations?
Implications for future research and application?)

What are your major findings and their
significance? (Don't simply repeat what has been
said in Discussion, This may be part of Discussion.)




