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[bookmark: _Toc122277623]Initial ideas and intentions

	The intention of my project is to curate a Zine that relates to decay of the human mind through still life photography. I have previously used decaying flowers in a stop motion medium;  for this project I want to adapt this into book format, to see if this conveys a different message, or loses its value. Other ideas include utilising other art forms, like fine art drawings/literature to convey my meaning clearly. Lastly, I will consider using the dried petals to cover the book spine to highlight the decay theme.
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[bookmark: _Toc122277625]Video research:

The undefined photographer
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Fig.1- screenshot of video sharing the process of making a zine. The video was chaptered for convenience. Overall, it discussed branching of photographs to create a flowing zine with common themes and a catchy title.   



[bookmark: _Toc122172966]Figure 1 Making photography zines with MagCloud The undefined photographer, 2021)
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Fig.2- screenshot of a video of photographer experience of curating a zine. He indicates that it should be kept minimal- singular theme, layouts, and colours. Shares links of where he learned to make a zine and software/companies he used to make it.


[bookmark: _Toc122172967]Figure 2 Making a travel photo zine: what I learned (Brian Lackey, 2019)

[bookmark: _Toc122277626]Artist research:
Kathryn Jago
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Fig.3 is day one of the decaying scene of flowers on a black background photographs and fig.4 is day last day; series spanned over 28 days. Photoawards (2022) stated that the photographs aimed to  that death is not scary/horrible but there is beauty in decay too. inspires my project as I want to use still life flowers photographs, to represent the decay humans traverse through.[bookmark: _Toc122172968]Figure 3 Beauty and Decay day 1 (Lenseculture, 2022)
[bookmark: _Toc122172969]Figure 4 Beauty and Decay day 28 (Lensculture, 2022)


Camilla Catrambone
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Description automatically generated][bookmark: _Toc122172970]Figure 5 Family portrait representing Camilla's mother (YouTheDesginer, 2013)

Figure five- example of Catrambone’s work. Jakubik (2013) summarises Catrambone’s work to be family portraits through the items they treasure. This is a unique take on portraiture; however, I am inspired for this project by her clean carefully laid out photographs.












Research indicated how to make zine, keeping it simple and not busy. Established style of  wanting a simple laid out decaying flower through capturing the death through a photograph a day.

[image: ][bookmark: _Toc122172971]Figure 6 The flower by George Herbert (poetry foundation, n.a)

The flower by George Herbert
Fig.6- selected poem written in my Zine; uses a flower to metaphorically discuss  being lost,  then found.  The poem is about the voice rekindling their connection with the Lord after a period of absence and straying Wilcox (2016). My interpterion is that Herbert is discussing that flowers are birthed from the ground and are returned to the ground when they die. As a religious person this sparks the messaged that God brings us life and when we die it should be a celebration as we return to him. This poem supports my project intentions to show that there is beauty and celebration in death.
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Editing/ Zine layout
[image: ]

Lightroom:
   Cropped 1:1 to look uniform
   Highlights/shadows increased- balance light
    Vibrance/saturation to increase rose colour


[image: ]
Photoshop:
    Added feathering to edge; to remove the sharpness between the yellower white photo background and the bright white paper. 
     Thickened the pencil line on sketch; they looked flat; overall looked small/grainy
[image: ]
InDesign:
To curate the zine into a booklet
   Printing A4 to fold to A5- so need spreads that  are dividable by four 
   Photographs/text half page to be seen clearly.  
   Spread the begging/last photograph large to see change easily
   Inured everything was centred/evenly spaced; to be uniform/not distracting.
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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]I generated a QR code with this software, after reading it on YouTube so zine would be accessible to wider audience (not just written text); now they can listen to poem and look at pictures. 


Sketchbook:
To curate a front cover for zine; I drew it as I wanted no spoilers.





[bookmark: _Toc122277630]Printing and prototypes

Paper

[image: ][image: Text, letter

Description automatically generated]I printed final zines on both cheap 60gsm paper and a glosser 90gsm magazine paper. I chose the paper because it didn’t dent and scratch as much.Magazine paper
Standard paper


Note about printing I had to learn how to package my PDF as I was unable to print PDF on my Mac. By packaging it meant that all the source files and fonts well captain place said that it could be translated to the printer.
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Printing issues
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Description automatically generated]The university printer was printing my photographs out in a grey cross pattern, and had some miss alignments, I decided to outsource print to make the zine clear/neater.Outsourced printing
Right bottom slightly higher
University printer
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Description automatically generated]I selected doing a five saddle over staples stich up the spine, to have the ‘human trace’ embedded into the zine. This and the number of pages (4 A4) prevented me doing the rose petaled edge; it would have broken off. 
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I was unsure if the photographs would look okay going across two pages, so I designed one where the first day and the last were on the same day. However, it being split worked and looked a lot better with no blank spreads, so I chose it. 

[bookmark: _Toc122277633]Evaluation

This was my first time creating Zine first time using InDesign add as a result I think I did well enough despite changes I would like to make. I think I had higher expectations of what I would do and therefore need to minimise those in future. Once I'd established that I couldn't print in university then I should have just found another way sooner, instead of wasting lots of money. The magazine paper would have worked if I had just used a card cover. I think I could have researched different binding techniques once I did establish that I wanted it to be stitched rather than stapled. I also discovered that I could have created a QR code in indesign and therefore with a little bit more research could have saved quite a bit time and used one less editing software. I think lastly, should have used the studio/ studio lights to get a well-balanced lit area within my photograph saving time on editing and preventing the yellowing but is seen in the outcome. 
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A zine, using poetry about being
lost and then refound, asa
starting point to communicating

ideas of suffocation, through still
life photographs.
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