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ECPS6001: Psychology Empirical Project

Advanced proposal summary for own dissertation project

	Student Name and University email address:
	Ellie Bloomfield 
2003965@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

	Proposed Supervisor’s name:
	Only complete this if you have already been in contact with a potential supervisor who has agreed to supervise you in principle. 





Psychology Research Area (tick all that apply) 


	Social Psychology 
x
	Developmental Psychology 

	Biological Psychology 
	Forensic Psychology 

	Health Psychology 

	Individual Differences 

	Educational Psychology 
x
	Political Psychology 

	Cognitive Psychology 

	Clinical Psychology 
	Counselling Psychology 
	Occupational Psychology 

	Other:  indicate briefly (not  included in word count)





	Please state the main research question(s) or hypotheses(s): (100 words max)
- A multiple regression analysis into the relationship between social classes and higher education. 
- An investigation into the relationships between social classes and higher education.
- An analysis into the effects of social classes on higher education.
 






	Background: 250 words 

Why is your study important? What theory and empirical research evidence supports your research question? What methodological approach do you wish to take and why?  

This study is important because studies have shown that most people that have applied and gone to university are those from upper classes. Although, some people from lower classes do apply, those that do however tend to drop out. There are also many other reasons as to why people do not apply to university, and I aim to find out why. I feel if more research is done on this topic, then we can acquire more knowledge on the reason/reasons why people from lower classes don’t apply to university. Hopefully, after finding this out, more help can be given to those in lower classes to help increase the numbers and close the gap between social classes in education. This study will be a multiple regression analysis with open-ended questions. Studies have shown that people from lower classes have a self-fulfilling prophecy and more research into it could help change it. For this study I’ll be focusing on social classes, qualifications/education, age, parental occupation, and parental qualifications. 
Connor et al., 2001 did research on the topic and found that one in five young people from lower social classes attend higher education. There is also a report by the institute of employment studies which shows that lower class individuals focus more on the hope that finishing higher education will have immediate benefits compared to those from social classes. 
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