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Shanidar Flower Burial 
In 1957 a group of Neanderthal skeletons were first excavated in Shanidar cave, north Israel by the archaeologist Ralph Solecki who claimed that there was evidence of Neanderthal burial and that the flower burial at Shanidar cave was intentional due to the pollen in the soil around the remains of Shanidar 4 leading them to believe it as proof.”Solecki (1971: 249–250; Solecki, 1975, Solecki, 1977) suggested that the body of the Neanderthal was placed on a bed of these flowers, possibly for medical reasons, and/or as a mark of affection and/or respect”.
This statement was referenced by (Hunt, Pomeroy et al. 2023) and it refers to the book the first flower people by Ralph Solecki.
Although Chase and Dibble suggested later in 1987 that it was burrowing rodents that placed the pollen and was not the Neanderthals that placed flowers. More recently it was suggested by Hunt and Pomeroy that some of the pollen may have been left by bees and some of the burrows left by the solitary bees were still visible in the less travelled areas of the cave.” However, there is evidence of the grave itself by rodents (Solecki 1977: 120) and it is perhaps possible that the pollens represent later intrusions into the sediments. Nonetheless, this is an interesting, though isolated case. The deliberate nature of it would be confirmed if other such examples were found”.
The consensus around the burial is that Neanderthal’s had buried their dead through evidence of careful handling of remains and suggested ritual practices, but they did not use flowers or flower beds as part of those practises.
In my presentation I had mentioned that I agreed that while Neanderthals may not have used flowers in their burials is does not mean that they did not bury the dead without intent to do so i believe that these sources accurately show a critical engagement within the same excavation using evidence given.
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