5 – Delete a record

Here is a screenshot of the current state of the table (people)
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We will delete a record from this table.
1.Create appropriate form:

<html>

<head>

<title>Untitled</title>

</head>

<body>

<h2>Delete a record</h2>

Please enter the id of the record you would like to delete:<br><br>

<form action="deleterecord.php" method="post">

ID of record: <input type="text" name="id">

<br><br>

<input type="submit" value="Submit">

</form>

</body>

</html>
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Note the field id (the primary key) has been chosen so that the correct record is identified.

2. Receive ID entered and store in a variable in the PHP page:(deleterecord.php)
$idtodelete=$_POST["id"];

3.Create query:

DELETE FROM people WHERE id='$idtodelete'

name of table
database field
PHP variable
4. Use query within PHP page:

<?include("conninfo.php"); 

$idtodelete=$_POST["id"];

$query = mysql_query("DELETE FROM people WHERE id='$idtodelete'")or die("Couldn't");

?>
Your record has been deleted.

5. Result:
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The record with id of 4 has been deleted.
Deleting records using buttons
To make deletion easier, we can improve the user interface:
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Here, the delete button is really a submit button. A form has been created for each record.

Here is the PHP code for the above:

<?include("conninfo.php"); 

$query=("SELECT * from people");  

$result = mysql_query($query) or die("Couldn't execute query");?>
<table border="1">

<?

while($r=mysql_fetch_array($result))  

{

?>
<tr>

<td><?echo $r["id"];?></td>

<td><?echo $r["firstname"];?></td>

<td><?echo $r["surname"];?></td>

<td><?echo $r["dateofbirth"];?></td>

<td><?echo $r["starsign"];?></td>

<form action="deleterecord.php" method="post">

//Form is within while loop
<td>

<input type="hidden" value="<?echo $r["id"];?>" name="id">
//hidden value to store id
<input type="submit" value="Delete">

  

//Submit button
</td>

</form>

</tr>

<?

}

?>
</table>

The hidden value in the previous code

 (<input type="hidden" value="<?echo $r["id"];?>" name="id">)
is used to store the id of each record. This allows the PHP code to know which button was pressed. 

This page will now integrate with deleterecord.php
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