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The Crisis of the Winter Fuel Payments

[bookmark: _Int_hdGQoAvm]The news that has been heard, seen, and talked about, covers everything from Keir Starmer taking bribes to harsh weather, for example flooding, and storms. A popular topic has become the news that immigrants are dying whilst trying to cross the channel. This has been difficult, finding one topic to summarize through the sea of information we are given to consume daily. Looking through newspapers and news sites, for example, BBC News and Sky News. 
[bookmark: _Int_EnODiIhs][bookmark: _Int_uv5gAZFI]The one that stands out is the Winter Fuel Cuts for the elderly. This has caused so much outrage among the public. The impact of this will affect so many people, the most vulnerable will have to live in cold conditions. These are one-off payments; and were supposed to cover the extra cost of heating, these cuts may be replaced by means testing or an increase in their pensions. There are no plans to change this in the immediate future. Age UK has started a campaign which at the time of writing this stands at 528,588 people[footnoteRef:2441] have signed up.  [2441:  https://ageuk.org] 

I am writing this piece because it is important for everyone to recognize that the elderly population will be impacted by this political decision.  
[bookmark: _Int_3L0of6vV]There are many health factors to this for elderly people such as getting pneumonia, bronchitis, not feeling well enough to eat properly. There are also those who have disabilities, or poor mental health issues, some are going out to cafes, friends, and families, just to keep warm, and some are socially isolated, so do not have people to check on them. Many go into hospital due to ill health, for example strokes, breathing issues, and heart attacks. There are financial factors to this, many elderly people are on limited pensions, they will soon have to make a choice between heating or eating. 
 The government has said ‘that this will happen because of financial pressures this year,’ and that this has been a difficult decision to make. Many in the Labour party have refused to accept that this is the only way forward. Energy prices are going up on 1st October, for many elderly people who are on benefits and pensions cannot afford the extra payments or are too proud to ask for the help that they require. Some of the elderly do not have transport of their own, so rely on family and friends to transport them to the shops or to appointments.
Age UK reports that ‘some people may find it difficult to fill in the application form for Pension credits while others may not know that they are eligible to claim it[footnoteRef:25301].’ Whilst this scheme may need updating, so that it is fair to everyone, scrapping it entirely is not in the best interest of the older population. There are many organizations available to assist where needed, but it does not compensate for the lack of financial aid.  [25301:  www.ageuk.org.uk] 

In a recent interview with Susanna Reid on Good Morning Britain[footnoteRef:12261], Keir Starmer has said that every pensioner will be ‘better off’ under this new Government, despite them removing the Winter fuel Payments, he has also refused to apologize for these decisions. He has also said that ‘Pensioners deserve to have security in their retirement.’ This is because he believes that the last Government under Rishi Sunak left the country with a £22 Billion debt, when the truth of the of the matter is that this country was in debt for many years before they came to power. Members of the Conservative Party have strongly criticized the current proposals, saying that ‘it will be taking money from the most vulnerable'. Whilst the Liberal Democrats have said ‘they will fight’ this decision as older people should not be forced to make the choice. [12261:  https://www.itv.com] 

[bookmark: _Int_ZUXiH3Nx]Unions across the country such as Unite who have around 300000 pensionable members, also Unison Cymru which is the biggest Union in Wales with 61 branches across the country, have won preliminary talks at the Labour Party conference, asking for the government to reverse the proposed cuts. This has been a very testing time for all concerned. Reports from The Guardian newspaper, ‘Members of Parliament have voted to remove the payments from everyone except the poorest pensioners’. There have been attempts made to stop these cuts, but they have not succeeded. As a result, this has not been resolved to date.
[bookmark: _Int_NR6OZgjG]Keir Starmer is facing his first crisis since taking the role of Prime Minister. He believes that many years of overspending has left the country in massive debt. This may be the case but are these cuts necessary, is there another way to make savings? We as a nation should be looking after our elderly population, they survived so much in their younger days, given so much and some their lives, it is the elderly who are in most need, especially when the cost of living is also rising.  How many will suffer this winter, through illness, pneumonia because they cannot afford heat and food. The Prime Minister and all Ministers should be ashamed that they are proposing to let this happen in the first instance.  We are all aging and eventually it could be any one of us in the position of making these harsh choices in life. With the older population in such needs, this could also put more pressure on an already failing National Health Service, the lack of doctors, nurses, and other medical staff. Winter illnesses like flu, is another condition that puts extra pressure on medical staff. Whilst changes need to be made, it is still the question of how this can happen and when.  
The outcome looks bleak, although there is still a chance that this crisis can be reversed, or at least limit the amount of damage this could do to the well-being of the elderly.  Will the Government make the right decisions or will this be another disastrous mistake for all.



	
	
	



