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ASSIGNMENT 1
The authority of the Prophet is only limited to doctrinal affairs and the matters of worship, as far as the worldly affairs are concerned; they are not governed by the prophetic authority. Critically discuss.





ESSAY QUESTIONS: (1000 WORDS)
THE AUTHORITY OF THE PROPHET
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Islamic religion and faith do not only include worship and believes, its scope is much wider than that. Indeed, Islamic law and creed assumes all acts and events of life by providing a way of doing and a special behavior to adopt.
In the Quran, ALLAH tell: “Say : Indeed! my worship and , my sacrifice and my living and my dying are for Allah , Lord of the Worlds.” (6;162). This verse clearly illustrate that Muslim life has to be managed and organized according to Islamic requirements.
However, does the Islamic rules comprise all the worldly affairs? If yes, how does it perform it and if no, what are the boundaries of Islam in everyday affairs?

The limit of Islamic sway
Shari’a is based upon three categories of sources which are the Quran and the tradition (Sunnah) as the first category, the second category is based on consensus (Ijma’) and analogy (Qiyâs) and the third one of many tools used by scholars in order to find pragmatic solutions and answers to questions (‘Urf, Istihsan, Sad Ad Dhara’i etc…).
The primary sources are directly connected to the prophet of Islam as he transmitted the Quran to mankind through him and his tradition (words and acts) are considered are blessed and sacred for most of Muslims. Indeed, several verses of the Quran warn Muslims of the risk of disobeying the prophet of Islam: “And let those who conspire to evade orders of the prophet beware lest grief or painful punishment befall them.” (24;63). All these verses clearly establish a total subjugation to the prophet commands in order to become a good Muslim. The subjugation in these verses and traditions are global and do not have any boundary. According to the understanding, all his orders have to be followed with precision.
Thus, all that is ordered in the Holy Quran and on the prophetic tradition has to be scrupulously observed by Muslims. And, in the authentic of Muslim, a narration of an event in the life of the prophet clearly show a limit to the predominance of Islamic law: It is said that the prophet passed through a palm grove and asked it owners why do they do not picked the dates. After that, the owners picked the dates which were very dried because of their early picking. The prophet saw the dates and asked why they were so dried, the companions told the prophet that they obeyed to his order, then he answered: You know much more the affairs of your life.
The sense of this story is very deep, in this narration, the messenger clearly claims that his orders have to be analyzed and judged if they deal with worldly affairs and not religious ones. Hence, a clear boundary is established on the scope of the prophet authority.
The Islamic generalization
However, although it has been clearly assumed that the prophet has no influence on worldly affairs the Islamic law tend to regulate all human acts and behavior. Indeed, in many subjects, even contemporary ones, Islam seems to provide general rules and advices to people in all domains and subjects.
These general rules and understandings of Islam became what scholars call the “Legal rules” (Al Qawa’id al-Fiqhiyâ). These rules became generally applied in all topics, subjects and domains, even in the worldly ones. For instance, in Finance, even if modern finance is very far from the conventional and classic one, the Islamic corpus seems to provide a stand for jurist scholars in order to adjudicate according to the prophet authority and rules. The Islamic finance provide some general rules, but mostly it also bring five pillars that have to be followed (Hassoune ; 2010). The same case occurs with healthcare, which is a domain very far from worship and, after all, is also ruled in Islam by general principles, the legal rule: the constraint lift the ban for example is mainly used in order to evaluate the lawfulness of a medical therapy.
Another example can be provided for the cases in which following the Sunnah can pose an danger for Muslims, the authority of the prophet can be lifted and leaved.
The discussed sources
These generic rules tend to apply an Islamic point of view for every question of every domain. However, even if Islamic scholars try to find a religious opinion for everything, they sometimes use sources which are not directly linked to the prophet. The Imam Mâlik Ibn Anas, the eponymous scholar of the Malikî legal school used to refuse the “Ahaad hadeeth” which is the hadeeth with only one transmission chain, even if this hadeeth is considered as authentic. In some cases, he focused on people of Madinah habits rather than some hadeeths, limiting at the same time the prophetic authority. 
Moreover, some hadeeth are classed as weeks or directly contradict some Quran verses, in this case also, the authority of the prophet has also been discussed by scholars and replaced by others proofs or sources.
Conclusion
Although the clear duty for every Muslim to follow the prophet orders and requirements in every act of his life as it is written in the Quran, Muslims also have the right of following what is clearly better for their life and mundane existence.
Indeed, several proofs from the Quran and the Sunnah clearly establish the fact that for worship: no place to discuss the prophet authority or to change any rule or law, but in other domains, the pondering remains open until the end of the world…
Muslim are so subjugated to the prophet authority but in some few cases, they can establish by their own their personal authority without disobey to God or to the prophet.
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