A collection of letters, written by George Rice Trevor (Lord Dynevor), Member of Parliament and Vice-Lieutenant of the County of Carmarthen, during the Rebecca riots, 1843-44.

The letters which appear in this handout were written by the local Member of Parliament, George Rice Trevor (Baron or Lord Dynevor) and relate mainly to the activities of 'Rebecca' in south-east Carmarthenshire and west Glamorgan between 1843 and 1844. A number of new industries had been established in this area and coal miners and metal workers joined with the farmers in their protest. Most of the letters are addressed to William Chambers (Junior), who was regarded as a liberal, and was present at a number of the early public meetings held by 'Rebecca'. However, as a magistrate at Llanelli, he also had a close relationship with the authorities, and did his best to stamp out the violent, night-time activities of the 'Daughters of Rebecca'. One of the letters includes a vivid description, by Trevor, of the the violent attack on Hendy tollgate, Glamorgan, in June 1843, which left Sarah Williams, the gatekeeper, dead. 

Description by George Eyre Evans: "This letter was written within a few hours of a visit being paid by 'Rebecca and her children' to the village of Llanddarog, near Carmarthen, where the toll-gate had been destroyed by a mob of some 500 persons armed with guns, swords and pick-axes. Having demolished this gate, they then proceeded to Troed-y-rhiw gate, which met with a similar fate." Transcription: "Carmarthen, 1 July, 1843. My dear Sir, I have received your letter, and I regret exceedingly these outrages continue in your neighbourhood. I am much obliged to you for the information you have given me, and I hope you will be enabled to ascertain the part of the country from which these people come. I shall be here all Tuesday till 5 in the afternoon, unless I am called away suddenly. I go to St. Clears on Wednesday. I am, very truly, Geo. Rice Trevor. After the receipt of your letter tonight, I shall not expect you on Tuesday. This was written earlier. I am glad you have got a clue, which I hope you will succeed in following up." [Source: George Eyre Evans, 'Rebecca Riots: Unpublished letters, 1843-44', The Transcations of the Carmarthenshire Antiquarian Society and Field Club, vol. XXIII, p. 60]
Description by George Eyre Evans: "On 5 July, Colonel Love, Commandant of the district, formed a military cordon round the disturbed areas; a detachment consisting of 120 of the Royal Marines, under Major Whylock, coming from Pembroke Arsenal in the Confiance steamer for Cardigan, were to be placed under Love's command. Between 6 July and 10 August, the date of the next letter, no less than 38 gates, bars, and houses, were demolished, including those at Aberayron [Aberaeron] (two gates), Abergwili, Alltfawr (and house), Bolgoed (bar and house), Gwarallt, Llandeilo Rhwnws (toll-house), Llannon (gate and house), Minke, New Inn, Penygarn, Pompren, Pontarllechan, Pontyberem, Porthyrhyd (and house), Pumfry, Pumpsaint, Red Lion, Sandy Limekiln (and house), Ty-coch, Tyllwyd (and house), and Ystrad-feiris." Transcription: "Penycoed, St. Clears, 6 July, 1843. My dear Sir, N.B.- I return to Carmarthen tomorrow. Having been writing a great deal lately I unfortunately have neglected (not, however, willingly, but from forgetfulness) to reply to your letter of the 10th inst., which I have this moment looked over again with some others. You are quite at liberty to offer a reward for the detection of the parties concerned in the gate breaking near you. This is the Government has authorised, and perhaps the Trust would add something also. The Government reward would be fifty pounds. If you can catch the parties I should certainly recommend they should be committed for the offence of breking down the House, but you must be careful to comply most strictly with the terms of the Statute; as it will not do to let them have a loophole to creep you at. I am sorry to find that two gates were broken on Tuesday night last near Mr. Saunder's, Maencae and Pontyates. Your plan of circulating handbills is very good. Mr Chambers will have received, I hope, by this time, some copies of my address to the county. I sent them to him as I understood from the Petty Sessions Clerk that he was the Chairman. I return to Carmarthen to-morrow. Yours very truly Geo. Rice Trevor." [Source: George Eyre Evans, 'Rebecca Riots: Unpublished letters, 1843-44', The Transactions of the Carmarthenshire Antiquarian Society and Field Club, vol. XXIII, pp. 61-2]

Description by George Eyre Evans: "Mr Newman, [refered to in this letter], was the proprietor of the Gwendraeth Iron Works at Pontyberem. His managing clerk was Mr Slocombe, whose house at the works, a few weeks later, was surrounded, between 1 and 2 o'clock in the morning by a mob. "Mr Newman," said one of the leaders "has behaved well, and we will not hurt him, but if Mr Slocombe is not out of the country within a week, we will make him a head shorter." Transcription: "Carmarthen, 13 August, 1843. My dear Sir, PRIVATE. I have just heard that on Thursday last there was a meeting held in the village of Pontyberem, attended by 2 or 300 persons, most of whom, it is said, were armed and disguised, and that there were several hundred more who appeared to be lookers on. These men, it is said, made the inn-keeper swear not to entertain Lewis, the Toll Collector, and also made some special constables promise not to serve, and took away their staves. I am told that it is reported that another meeting will be held to-morrow night in the vale near Pontyberem. Will you endeavour to find out what you can on this subject for me? I have requested through a friend that Mr. Newman will inform you and me of what is going on, and I particularly wish to know what means there are of putting up Troops in that neighbourhood, bearing in mind that a smaller body than 50 Infantry cannot be sent, and that they must have a separate quarter found for them, not in a public-house. Could they, do you think, be put into Mr Newman's works, or are there any means of transport for troops from Llanelly, and, if so, to what extent? If an emergency occurs I must beg of you to act on your own sense of what is necessary, and if troops can be placed in any one house of Pontyberem, or near it, and you wish them sent there, you will make application to the Officer Commanding at Llanelly for that purporse; but, of course, a magistrate must be there with them. If the troops go up, some means must be taken to feed them, as they cannot provide on the sudden for themselves. This should be made a matter of arrangement with the officers, as likeswise the bedding, etc. I send this to you as Mr. Chambers, the Chairman, is absent I believe. Yours truly, Geo. Rice Trevor." [Source: George Eyre Evans, 'Rebecca Riots: Unpublished letters, 1843-44', The Transactions of the Carmarthenshire Antiquarian Society and Field Club, vol. XXIII, p. 62]

Transcription: "Carmarthen, 16 Aug., 1843. My dear Sir, I have spoken to Col. Love about the subject of your letter, and he tells me he shall send an order to the Officer who commands at Llanelly, leaving him a discretion to send a party of from 15 to 20 men to guard a gate that may be threatened with attack, or such a party, or one more numerous, as may to him seem fittest, to take care of any house that is likely to be in danger. But the discretion is to rest entirely with the officer, and I trust you will take care not to call for assistance from the troops unless it appears to be absolutely necessary. I am, my dear Sir, Very truly yours, Geo. Rice Trevor." [Source: George Eyre Evans, 'Rebecca Riots: Unpublished letters, 1843-44', The Transcations of the Carmarthenshire Antiquarian Society and Field Club, vol. XXIII, p. 63]

Description by George Eyre Evans: "Edwards [who is referred to in this letter] was agent to Mr Goring Thomas, who was lay-impropriator of tithes of the parish of Llannon, and had for some time past had the management of the collection of the tithes. He lived at Gellywernen." Transcription: "Carmarthen, 26 August, 1843. My dear Sir, I thank you for the resolution you have sent me. I have not yet seen the 2nd edition of 'The Welshman', but will read it as soon as I can. I am very sorry you are going from home. I am aware of the many calls there are on your time, but allow me to express a hope you will absent yourself as little as may be just present. Might I ask whether your son can qualify to act, as magistrates are scarce in you neighbourhood; particularly to do the duty of going with the military when wanted, as they must be now, I apprehend, at Mr. Edward's, and certainly will be if arrests are to be made. I have seen no report, as I said before, of the order of proceedings at Mynydd Selen, and therefore can not judge of Mr. Chamber's conduct, but I am of opinion with you, that if he has erred, it has not been from any want of a wish to do his duty, but rather from an error of judgment, and this I should certainly represent to be my feeling if appealed to on the subject, at least as far as I am at present informed. Yours very truly, Geo. Rice Trevor" [Source: George Eyre Evans, 'Rebecca Riots: Unpublished letters, 1843-44', The Transcations of the Carmarthenshire Antiquarian Society and Field Club, vol. XXIII, pp. 64-5]

Description by George Eyre Evans: "Lithographed, but signed by Trevor. On 11 October Queen Victoria issued the Commission consisting of Thomas Frankland Lewis, Robert Henry Clive and William Cripps, Esqires, to inquire into the state of the laws which regulated turnpike roads, highways, and bridges in South Wales. On 25 October Lewis and Cripps were at Camarthen with their Secretary, George Kettilby Richards." Transcription: "Carmarthen, 26 October, 1843. Dear Sir, I beg to inform you that Her Majesty's Commissioners have opened their Commission, and that they are ready to receive every communication any parties interested in the Management of Turnpike Trusts may be desirous of sending to them, and to examine any Persons who are willing to give them information respecting these matters, or with regard to any matter of grievence whatever, or with regard to anything that may be considered to have caused the present disturbances in this County. Will you take such steps as you may think best and fittest to give the fullest publicity in your district. All communications to be made to the Secretary of H. M. Commissioners, Carmarthen. I am, dear Sir, Geo. Rice Trevor, Vice-Lt." [Source: George Eyre Evans, 'Rebecca Riots: Unpublished letters, 1843-44', The Transcations of the Carmarthenshire Antiquarian Society and Field Club, vol. XXIII, pp. 71-72]
Transcription: "Carmarthen, 28 October, 1843. My dear Sir, I am exceedingly shocked I never answered your queries about the money you have expended in obtaining information. I will be answerable for it, and pray let me have the amount to send up to Government. I expect a professional gentleman here connected with the Government will, as soon as the Special Commission is over in Glamorganshire, and through him I must arrange that this sort of payment should be allowed for in some regular way for the future, as also the mainenance of. If it has not been done, will you be good enough to appoint all the London Policemen Special Constables for the county? I omitted from an oversight to do it, and it is necessary for their payment legally from the county rate. It will be necessary to get, if you have not already, some information on oath of disturbances having taken place or apprehended in the county, then the men may be appointed by name, and sworn for the county, if you think it necessary as they have been so already and a return of the names sent to me, and which I will forward to the Secretary of State. The men I wish you, if you please, to see to in this matter are those at Cross Hands, Gellywernen, Lannon, and Pontardulais, and also Llanelly, if you will be kind enough to do so, telling Mr Chambers you have been asked by me to see to this, as it will save me a letter, and as you are there every day it can easily be done without giving you trouble. You will want a 2nd Magistrate's attendance I imagine, if you have not got a sufficient information already. Yours very truly, Geo. Rice Trevor." [Source: George Eyre Evans, 'Rebecca Riots: Unpublished letters, 1843-44', The Transcations of the Carmarthenshire Antiquarian Society and Field Club, vol. XXIII, p. 72]

Transcription: "Dynevor Castle, 23 Nov., 1843. Dear Sir, I have been told there is general laxity as regards to shutting up of public-houses and beer shops. Will you therefore have the goodness to consult with your brethren of the Llanelly bench so as to have that evil remedied so far as you are able. I am going for a fortnight to-morrow to Bedfordshire, if therefore you are in any difficulty, or want assistance, pray report to Colonel Love, who goes back to Carmarthenshire to-morrow. Yours very truly, Geo. Rice Trevor Vice-Lt." [Source: George Eyre Evans, 'Rebecca Riots: Unpublished letters, 1843-44', The Transcations of the Carmarthenshire Antiquarian Society and Field Club, vol. XXIII, p. 73]

Transcription: "Carmarthen, 14 January, 1844. My dear Sir, I am sorry I cannot accept your invitation to Langenech as I go tomorrow to Saunders-Davies and Goring Thomas's and return on Tuesday, after which I go to Dynevor Castle till after the adjourned Quarter Sessions on the 24th, and on the 26th to London. I am sorry you do not get on with the Ponthenry case. It is well known there is £500 reward under Queen's Proclomation for the conviction of any one of the offenders and a pardon for any accomplice not being the person who actually set fire to the premises, who shall give such information and evidence shall lead to the same result. Pray have you got any forwarder with the Ponthenry case? Yours very truly, Geo. Rice Trevor." [Source: George Eyre Evans, 'Rebecca Riots: Unpublished letters, 1843-44', The Transcations of the Carmarthenshire Antiquarian Society and Field Club, vol. XXIII, p. 74]

Transcription: "Hyde Park Gardens, 13 Feb., 1844. My dear Sir, I am sorry to find I have not, as I expected, a Metropolitan Policeman to spare when I offered to place another at Pontardulais, Colonel Love having inadvertenly left out the man who is stationed at Pontyberem from the list he sent me. I hope, however, that as things seem so much quieter, and as there is so much help close at hand, and thro' the Police, Notices ought so easily be given of any attempt at meetings, you will not require any addition to be made to the one London and one Rural policeman at Pontardulais. Your account of stores purchased for the Troops at Llanelly goes to the Board of Ordnance to-morrow, as that is a Board today. The item for fitting up the building must go to Sir James Graham, and will have to be placed before the Lords of the Treasury. Yours very truly, Geo. Rice Trevor." [Source: George Eyre Evans, 'Rebecca Riots: Unpublished letters, 1843-44', The Transcations of the Carmarthenshire Antiquarian Society and Field Club, vol. XXIII, pp. 74-75]

Transcription: "11, Hyde Park Gardens, 22 Feb., 1844. My dear Sir, I have had a correspondence with Captain Scott on the subject of the desire expressed by the Magistrates at Llanelly that his Superintendent should billet the Troops in that town. In consequence I wrote to the Chief Constable of Bedfordshire to have his opinion, and I find it to coincide with that expressed by Captain Scott, namely, that it does not fall within the regular routine of Police duties. I have sent the answer to Captain Scott, and I believe he means to name the subject again at your Petty Sessions. I think myself the Duty is not within that which should fall to their share, and at all events, whether I am right or wrong in that view, I am certain under the Act no Petty Sessions can impose Duties or give directions as to how they are to be carried on,-that must be done at Quarter Sessions, and if the Magistrates there should give the Order, even then it must go up for the sanction of the Secretary of State for the Home Department. Under the circumstances I beg the Magistrates at Llanelly will have the goodness to leave the matter to be decided at Quarter Sessions, where only it can by regularly gone into. I am, my dear Sir, Very truly yours, Geo. Rice Trevor" [Source: George Eyre Evans, 'Rebecca Riots: Unpublished letters, 1843-44', The Transcations of the Carmarthenshire Antiquarian Society and Field Club, vol. XXIII, p. 75]

Description by George Eyre Evans: "[The man mentioned in this letter was] probably the David Evans, aged aged 20, a farmer, who was with James Evans, 25, charged at the Carmarthen Winter Assizes, opened on 22 December, 1843, with having on 30 September previously, with divers others, assembled at Pantycerrig and assaulted one Thomas Thomas, and with force demanding the sum of 40s. from him, with intent to steal the same. (Thomas was drowned one week before the Assizes). Both were found guilty and sentenced to twelve months' imprisonment. Llandeilo Rhynis gate was attached to a bridge called New Bridge, over river Tywy, which had been erected by John Jones, M.P., of Ystrad, Carmarthen, for the convenience of the neighbourhood and his private property." Transcription: "Hyde Park Gardens, 3 April, 1844. My dear Sir, I sent, as I mentioned to you some time since, the Memorial you sent me in behalf of David Evans, to the Home Office, and his sentence is commuted from six to four months. This is not from any intrusion of mine, as I did not think the original sentence too great. What is said as to my having obtained the release of two of those confined is not correct. I made but one application besides that I am now writing about. It is possible, though I do not know it, that the application succeeded, as I desired the answer to be sent to Wales, the convict being so ill that Dr. Bowen and Mr. Jenkins thought him in some danger. This was the man who endeavoured to persuade a witness not to give evidence in the case of Llandeilo Rhynis Bridge. I am, very truly yours, Geo. Rice Trevor." [Source: George Eyre Evans, 'Rebecca Riots: Unpublished letters, 1843-44', The Transcations of the Carmarthenshire Antiquarian Society and Field Club, vol. XXIII, pp. 75-76]

Transcription: "Llysnewydd, 13 July, 1844. My dear Sir, I have received your letter and the suggestions you have made with respect to the new Road Bill for S. Wales and will communicate them to Mr. Saunders Davies. There is one amongst them, however, I think, we are not likely to adopt namely in respect to the election of the district Boards, as I cannot think it advisable to revert to the principle of a popular election in that matter. The ratepayers are no wise interested excepting as Toll-payers, and they are prohibited by the power of the County board being restricted to the imposition of a maximum, as shewn in the Schedule, at the end of the Bill, and which if exercised even to its fullest extent is but a reasonable amount of Toll. I think, and have before thought, it a good suggestion that the County Bridges should be brought under the same management, and will see what can be done in that respect. I hope we shall meet on Monday. Believe me, very truly yours, Geo. Rice Trevor." [Source: George Eyre Evans, 'Rebecca Riots: Unpublished letters, 1843-44', The Transcations of the Carmarthenshire Antiquarian Society and Field Club, vol. XXIII, p. 76]

Transcription: 'Priory Street, Carmarthen, 11 March 1844 To Danl. Prythyrick Esq. Sir, Being confined to my bed since last Thursday with 'Gout' I am unable to attend the Committee for the distribution of the Rewards, this day, but beg leave to suggest to you, that as the County was originally divided into two districts, that that division might still to be observed with reference to the Rewards. There is at present apportioned to my district at Pontyberem the sum of £260 - and fairly too, as it was in that part of the County, the neck was first broken of Rebeccaism, but not without the most unwearied exertions night and day. The Police under my orders in that district assisted in the capture of the several Prisoners since convicted from that Neighbourhood, and suffered equal hardships with me, but nothing more, as the entire of the cases were got up by myself, and evidence procured after long and tedious travelling, - Still I do not consider it fair to neglect the Police who assisted on these occasions, and therefore would further humbly suggest for your consideration, if it would not be fair to all parties (particularly as Coll. Trevor's letter mentioned that there was nothing for mere apprehension) to award me such a sum out of the 260£ as in the opinion of the Bench my services entitle me to, and to divide the remainder among the Police of that district in such proportions as their claims may entitle them to, as some of them have but one, some two, and two other have, over 3 claims, and another 4 claims, I made a rough calculation in a letter to Mr. Saunders which I would be glad you asked him to let you see - but if the Committee should think proper to leave the distribution in the Hands of the authorities in London, may I beg of you to have one certain sum named for me, as my services can only be appreciated by the Magistrates (you in particular) who witnessed them. The claims in the Pontyberem district are as on the other side. Mine not included. '1 Sgt - 1 claim; 1 Sgt - 2 claims; 1 Constable - 4 claims; 1 Constable - 3 claims; 6 Constables - 2 claims; 13 Constables - 1 claim. making 2 Sergts. and 21 Constables having 35 claims, so that any sum awarded to them may be easily divided according to this deal. The usual mode of paying Rewards to the Police is by recommending certain sums to be paid to certain persons for their services, and this laid before the Government, (being sanctioned) are paid accordingly. I remain Sir your very obt. Servant J. M. Tierney Insp. Police.'  (Item reference: NLW MS 22699E). 

Copy of resolutions made at a meeting of the Three Commotts District of Roads Trust, held at the Shire Hall, Carmarthen, 5 August 1843. This copy was sent to William Chambers, Llanelli, who was one of the trustees. During the meeting, it was resolved to remove 'such gates and bars as may be shown to be oppressive'. The following gates or bars were to be removed 'as soon as arrangements could be made': 'Pantybedw, Treventy, Penrhiwgoch, Velinygate, Maesybont, Castellyrhingill, Heolfawr, Ffrest, Mansel's Arms, otherwise Drefach, and Dryslwyn Bar.'

(Item reference: NLW MS 14590E 1).

. Goring Thomas writes to acknowledge receipt of the letter dated 18 August 1843, which contained a copy of the resolutions passed by a meeting of parishoners of the parish of Llanelli. Description by Evan D. Jones: 'He has received his letter with a copy of the resolution agreed to by some of the Llanelly tithe payers. He was fully sensitive of the very depressed state of all agricultureal produce and should no improvement take place between then and January he would be prepared to meet tithe payers as landlords and tithe owners ought to do under such circumstances. He felt however that he ought not to be pledged to any specific amount of abatement. If the tithes were exorbitant the parishoners themselves had fixed the amounts twelve years previously. The vicar of Llanelly who at that time managed the tithes for him put their value at £3000 pes annum and he considered that he was making a sacrifice in accepting what the parish offered. There need have been no apology on the part of Chambers for attending the meeting. He was very glad that he was there'. Source: Evan D. Jones, 'A File of "Rebecca" Papers', The Carmarthen Antiquary: The Transactions of the Carmarthen Antiquarian Society and Field Club, Vol. I (3 & 4), 1943 & 1944, 27. (Item reference: NLW MS 14590E 5).
Transcription: 'County of Carmarthen to Wit: The Information and Depositions of Jenkin Hugh of the parish of Llanelly in the County of Carmarthen and of the several witnesses whose names are hereunder written taken upon Oath this Fourteenth day of August in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty three at the Town Hall Llanelly in the parish of Llanelly aforesaid in the County aforesaid before us John Hughes Rees, David Lewis and Richard Janion Nevill Esquires three of her Majestys Justices of the peace in and for the said County of Carmarthen on the examination and in the presence and hearing of Francis McKiernin of the Town and parish of Llanelly in the said County victualler George Laing of the same place victualler and John Phillips of the same place. Labourer brought before us upon the following charge for that about Eleven of the clock on the night of Wednesday the second day of August one thousand eight hundred and forty three a great number of persons to wit about Twenty Persons some of whom were armed with Guns did riotously and tumultuously assemble together to the disturbance of the public peace at a certain Toll Gate called the Sandy Gate situate near the Town of Llanelly in the parish of Llanelly in the said county and being so assembled together did then and there unlawfully and with force begin to demolish the Toll gate house being also the dwelling house of the said Jenkin Hugh and did also then and there demolish the said Toll gate and that the said Francis McKiernin was one of the said persons so riotously and tumultuously assembled as aforesaid and that the aforesaid George Laing and John Phillips were two of the said persons so riotously and tumultuously assembled as aforesaid and were also then and there aiding and abetting in the commission of the said offence. Jenkin Hugh sworn says: I live at the Sandy Toll Gate house in the parish of Llanelly in the county of Carmarthen. My wife is the Toll Collector at that Gate and we all lived there at the Gate house on the morning of the second of August Instant I met the Llanelly letter carrier who said he had a two penny letter for me - I went to the Ship in Llanelly and paid the two pence and then I went to Mr. Jones's office I shewed the letter to him. I then went to McKiernin's (Prisoner's) house and showed the letter to him, we drank three dobbins of beer, I asked him what he thought of the letter, he said he thought it came from some of the Teetotals I asked him whether it would be best to take my wife and children out of the house he said never mind Jenkin, if the Gate will be broken, I will take care that neither your wife or Children shall be hurt. I then went home, this was between nine and ten at night. I was home by Ten I told my wife I was afraid the gate would be broken that night she went to bed and I sat up. I had received several joking letters about the Gate, I have lost those letters. About eleven at night I heard a noise of men about the Gate and laughing, but it passed away. At about one o'clock in the morning I was awake and heard people shaking at the Iron posts of the Gate. I looked out of the window and saw people sawing the Toll gate, immediately after, two shots were fired through the window, my wife and children were in the house too. Two or three of the people who had their faces blackened broke the door in. I then went out to the Turnpike road and went on my knees begging them not to take the house down upon my children to let me get my wife, children and furniture out. I saw the prisoner McKiernin standing upon the Railroad, I went to him and asked him to make them let me have my wife, children and furniture out, McKiernin told the people to stop to let the man get his wife and children out. Laing jumped to the middle of the road and said Take it down, don't stop, take it down to the devil with them, I then went ...'know anyone there. They fired over my head into the house but I don't think they had shots, they then went away. My husband was not drunk at this time but he had taken beer. My husband that morning before he left the house did name some persons as having been there, he named McKiernin and Laing I told him to hold his tongue he was sober at this time, he had no liquor in the house. My husband at this time complained of his arm that one of the persons had struck him with a Gun. The people pulled the mantilpiece down and untiled part of the roof, the porch was pulled down and the crockery broken and also the chairs and clock which was carried out and placed on the dung hill. Crossexamined by Mr. Gardnor: My husband came home about Ten on that night. I had been looking for him and met him on the way. I took no notice of the people who were out. I was afraid of the shooting over my head, a little time after the people went he said they would surely repent, that they were people from Town, McKiernin and Laing - that he had spoken to McKiernin on the Railway. Edward Chalinder sworn says: I am a Tidewaiter in the Customs and live close by the Sandygate. I was at home on the night of the second of August instant, at about one or two in the morning I heard a noise at the gate, I got up and looked out, I saw a crowd of people tearing down the gate. I saw them taking the tiles off the Tollhouse there were Fifteen or Twenty people that I saw, I could not see all. I heard firing, I heard some say go on go, and others say stop let the children come out, 'wake him he is asleep', the people were there about half an hour. I went out about an hour after. I did not know any of the persons there. The night was dark and rainy, some were on the railway and had white dresses on, soon after the gate was torn down I had a conversation with Jenkin Hugh, it was about the gate, he told me he had a kick and a blow on his arm, I asked him if he knew who were there, he said some of his friends were there, he appeared as if he had been drinking beer but appeared to know what he was about, was pretty steady under it. William Lewis sworn says: I am the lessee of the Tolls of the Kidwelly district of Turnpike Gates. On the morning of Thursday the Third of August I was at my house in Swansea at about Eight o'clock when a person came to me to desire me to go to McKiernin at the King William in that Town. I went and saw him he told me that the Sandy gate had been destroyed that morning and part of the house, and that Jenkin Hugh's clock was destroyed. He said that the Furnace Gate was destroyed and the Toll house burnt and advised me to go to Llanelly, that no one would hurt me in the day. He said that Mr. Broom had called at his house that morning and had informed him that these gates had been destroyed. Crossexamined by McKiernin: I am not aware that you told me that the people of Capel Gate had told you to inform me of this, you might for I was hurried. Mc Kiernin is a publican and has two coaches on the road.' (Item reference: NLW MS 14590E 3)
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