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The birth of Alexander – 356 BC
Born in the summer of 356 and died 30 years later he was the son of Phillip the King of Macedon and would later become one of the most well-known figures throughout history.
Modern – Stoneman 1997: 1.
Ancient – Plut. Alex. 3.1-4.
Battle of Chaeronea (Chaironea) – 338 BC
Battle between Phillip II of Macedon and an Alliance of Athens and Thebes. Ended with victory going to Philip II. 
Modern - Green 1993: 7.
Ancient - DS. Lib. 85-86.
Marriage of Philip and Cleopatra – 337 BC
Eurgice or Cleopatra was a noblewoman and niece of Attalus and the last wife of Phillip II
Modern – Carney 1947: 22
Ancient – DS. Lib. 93.3-94.1
Death of Phillip – 336 BC
Phillip II was assassinated by Pausanias in the summer of 336 and was succeeded by his son Alexander. 
Modern – Stoneman 1997: XVIII
Ancient - DS. Lib. 94.2-4
Sack of Thebes – 335 BC
In late summer (October) a false report of Alexander’s death made the Thebans revolt against the Macedonian Garrison. Alexander marched to the south and stormed the lower city, shutting the revolt down.
Modern – Stoneman 1997: 22
Ancient - DS. Lib. 17.11.1-14.1
Battle of Granicus – 334 BC
In 334 Alexander started his journey to Asia Minor, the battle of Granicus was the first of 3 Major battles that took place on the banks of the river Granicus. Alexander was victorious in this battle with only 400 dead and 2000 wounded out of the 40,000 troops he had. 
Modern – Stoneman 1997: 27
Ancient - Plut. Alex. 16
Battle of Issus – 333 BC
Alexander comes face to face with Darius the king of Persia in battle, Darius would eventually flee mid-battle which allowed Alexander to succeed and end in victory.
Modern – Walbank 1981: 32
[image: C:\Users\Hollie\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\513EB4A3.tmp]Ancient – Battle at Issus Mosaic (based of an painting) was originally on the floor in house of Faun. 







Visit to Shrine of Ammon – 332 BC
Alexander visits the Shrine of Ammon where the priest calls him the son of Zeus.
Modern – Walbank 1981: 42
Ancient – Arrian Anabasis 3.3-4
Battle of Gaugamela – 331 BC
Battle between Alexander and Darius – decisive battle of war. Alexander pursued retreating forces for 35 miles and advanced to occupy Babylon. 
Modern – Walbank 1981: 32-33
Ancient – Arrian Anabasis 3.7.2
Sack of Persepollis – 330 BC
Alexander burned Xerxes Palace Persepolis giving the impression of a symbolic end to a war and for revenge according to Arrian, although other writers say this was a drunken incident inspired by a courtesan.
Modern – Walbank 1981: 32-33
Ancient – DS World History 17.70-72




Battle with Porus – 326 BC
Prince Taxlles gave Alexander some elephants and troops to help him fight Porus on the left bank of the Hydaspes river. This was Alexander’s last victory against Porus as they then became allies.
Modern – Walbank 1981: 34-35
Ancient – Arrian Anabasis 5.9-19
Muting at Opis – 324 BC
Alexander announced the dismissal of 10,000 veterans. They felt insulted and a riot broke out. Alexander had 13 of the ring leaders dragged to an instant execution. Alexander told them all the benefits the Macedonians had received from his family and he himself had participated in the battles alongside them.
Modern – Stoneman 1997: 79
Ancient – Arrian Anabasis 7.8-9, 7.11
Death of Alexander – 323 BC 
The cause of Alexander’s death is contested by historians because he died at such a young age. The possible causes could be alcoholism or malaria mixed with the effects of numerous untreated wounds. There were also theories he was poisoned. From the moment his death being announced his empire began to fall apart.
Modern – Stoneman 1997: 87-88
Ancient – Arrian Anabasis 7.24.4-27.2
Lamian War – 323 BC
Alexander’s death created problems and his empire immediately fell apart. A revolt by Greek colonialists in Bactria led to the creation of an independent kingdom. The Greeks instantly revolted against Antipater: This rising led to the Lamian war. 
Modern – Stoneman 1997: 88
Ancient – DS. Lib. 17.49.1
Babylonian Settlement – 321 BC
Perdiccas assumed control and became regent of Babylon. There was no true leader after Alexander’s death so there was essentially a power struggle between 4 men. Alexander’s half-brother was seen as mentally defective however Alexander had a woman called Roxanne pregnant but at the time of death the sex of the child was unknown, and they were only half Macedonian. The settlement fell through and Ptolemy requested Egypt   
Modern – Stoneman 1997: 89-89
Ancient – Patriarch Photius 34-38



Triparadeisos – 321 BC
Triparadeisos was a settlement in Lebanon. It was the place of the treaty of Triparadeisos in which after the death of Alexander the Great his empire was divided between his generals. 
Modern – Walbank 1981: 49
Ancient – DS Lib 40
Perdiccas’ Invasion of Egypt – 321 BC
Perdiccas invaded Egypt in 321 and was killed in the campaign by one of his colonels after refusing to take advice from Phrygia. He was apparently killed to prevent war.
Modern – Stoneman 1997: 89
Ancient – Paus 1.6.3-4
Death of Antipater – 319 BC
Antipater died after his brother and nephew. A year before he died he had divided Alexander’s Empire, his death led to great changes among the Diadochi.
Modern – Livius 2000
Ancient – DS world history 18.48.4 – 50.5
Death of Eumenes – 316 BC
Asia Antigonus soon resumed with the war. Eumenes had some successes in Asia Minor, Phoenicia and Babylonia until he was betrayed by his troops to Antigonus who had him executed.
Modern –Walbank 1981: 50
Ancient – Plut Eum. 2.4
Battle of Gaza – 312 BC
Ptolemy and Seleucus fought against Demetrius. Seleucus took the chance to recover Babylon. Antigonus had to abandon fighting. Peace was agreed in 311. Cassander, Ptolemy and Lysimachus all agreed to be rulers of different territories until Alexander IV came of age. There were 3 phrases of the battle and the only losses given by Diodourous were Demetriuses losses.
Modern –Walbank 1981: 52-3
Ancient – DS lib 19.85 2-3

Death of Roxanne and Alexander IV – 310 BC
 Alexander was the true heir to the Alexandrian Empire Cassander ordered Glaucias to poison Alexander and Roxanne. This meant that nobody survived to inherit the kingdom so people within the empire hoped to become rulers of sovereign states as if they had won a battle.
Modern – Livius 1999
Ancient – DS Lib 105 3-4
Antigonus and Demetrius declared King – 306 BC
In 207 Demetrius and Antigonus liberated Athens. Once Alexander IV was known to be dead and the Temeind line was over they were declared kings. This caused a ripple affect with other leaders making them to now be referred to as kings, for example Ptolemy King of Egypt.
 Modern –Green 1993: 16-17
Ancient – Plut Demetr. 18.1
Battle of Ipsus – 301 BC
On one side is Lysimichus, Cassander and Seleucus against Antigonus and Demetrius. They had the battle on open grass land now in centre Turkey. Antigonus was defeated and killed Demetrius to then went on and try revive his father’s empire.
Modern –Walbank 1981: 47
Ancient – Plut Demetr. 28-29
Accession of Ptolemy II – 285 BC
Originally Ptolemy reigned with his father (Ptolemy I Soter) but became the sole ruler in 285 and almost instantaneously purged his family of possible rivals. This led to the banishment of his first wife Arsinoe. So Ptolemy married his sister (Arsinoe II). Ptolemy took advantage of the struggles facing rival kingdoms and extended his rule in Syria, Asia Minor and Aegean. He also inserted his influence in Ethiopia and Arabia.
Modern – Erskine 2003: 33
Ancient – Paus I.7
Galatian Invasion – 279 BC
Greece was weakened by Lysimachus’s defeat in 281 and this was a factor in it being overrun by an army of Gaulish Marauders. The Galatians were Fearless warriors who were seen as barbarians for wearing pants (The Galatian Invasion is also known as the Battle of Thermopylae).
Modern –Erskine 2003: 280
Ancient – Paus Guide for Greece 10.19.4-23.8


First Syrian War – 274 BC
[image: AD mentioning First Syrian War]The Syrian Wars were five conflicts fought between leading Hellenistic States, (Seleucid Kingdom & Ptolemaic Egypt & Macedonia). The main dispute was between Seleucid and Ptolemy on the control of southern Syria. In the first Syrian war Ptolemy II wrestled with Phoenicia on the northern Syrian coast and the Cyclade islands. This war was a major victory for the Ptolemies.
Modern – Erskine 2003: 37
Ancient – Astrological Diary referring to the financial measures during the first Syrian war. 






Second Syrian War – 260 BC
These were a series of conflicts between Seleucid and Ptolemaic empires. The Seleucid King (Antiochus II) aided by Antigonus gonatus of Macedonia initiated a very successful campaign to reign Phoenicia and Anatolia. The Ptolemaic Navy was beaten in the Battle of Cos in 261 and lost Ionia, Cilica and Panphylia. Antiochus captured the cities of Miletus and Ephesus.
Modern – Green 1993: 184
Ancient – Smith Greek + Roman Biography
Parthian Independence – 247 BC
 The region had been under control by Seleucid for around 300 years. Before Parthia is conquered by the Parni tribe the Arsacids invaded and assumed control over Parthia in 238 removing the governor Andragoras who declared independence from the Seleucid empire in 247.
Modern – Erskine 2003: 45
Ancient – Strabo 9.2-3


Bactrian Independence – 245 BC
In 245 a satrap of Paritha named Andragoras revolted against the new king Seleucus II. In the confusion Paritha was taken over by Parni. (a nomad tribe from central-Asian steppe) A Seleucid offer was made but ended in disaster, Hyrcania was also taken over by Parni forming the Parthian Empire. This meant the people living in Bactria were cut off from European West so they became an independent Kingdom led by Diodotus.
Modern – Erskine 2003: 45
Ancient – Strabo 11.1-2
Third Syrian War – 245 BC
This war was also known as the Laodicean war. It was instigated by Ptolemy III to enforce earlier diplomatic arrangements, disadvantages to Seleucus II. Seleucus had to concede territory in Anatolia to the rulers of Cappadocia and Pontus. Seleucia Pieria was kept in Syria and several coastal areas in Thrace.
Modern – Erskine 2003: 43-44
Ancient –  Holleaux, Etudes III 281-310
 Second Illyrian War – 219 BC
This was a short campaign in which the Romans restored the balance of power they had created at the end of the first Illyrian War. Demetrius triggered the war as he married Trietuta, the mother of Pinnes, and became regent of the Ardiaei. He then renewed the alliance between the Illyrians and Macedonia. Finally, in 220 Demetrius allied with Scerdilaidas which was almost like the final straw to the Romans causing the Second Illyrian War to break out.
Modern – Erskine 2003: 53
Ancient – App. Praef
Battle of Cynocephalae – 197 BC
 A conclusive engagement of the second Macedonian War where Roman general Titus Quinctius Flaminus checked the territorial ambitions of Philip V of Macedonia and bolstered Roman influence in the Greek world. Flaminius proposed generous terms stating that Philip should abandon his dependencies outside of Macedonia and reduce his army, give up all but 5 decked ships and pay an indemnity of 1000 talents. 
Modern –Walbank 1981: 98
Ancient – Polybius 44-45.1; 45.6; 46



Flaminius’ declaration at the Isthmian Games – 196 BC
Flaminius declared that all Greek states which had been subject to Philip were free and independent of his rule. The Isthmian Games is a festival of athletic and musical abilities to honour Poseidon. It was normally held in the spring of the second and fourth years of each Olympiad. 
Modern –Walbank 1981: 98
Ancient – Polybius 44-45.1; 45.6; 46
Treaty of Apamea – 188 BC 
This treaty ended the war between Rome and Antiochus III and the chance that the Seleucid empire could ever reclaim its land in Asia Minor. The initial peace terms were agreed in early 189 but were eventually settled in Rome. 10 Commissioners were sent to Asia minor to work out the details and the treaty was officially signed at Apamea in 188. Antiochus agreed to pay a war indemnity of 15,000 Euboic talents. 500 were paid once the negotiations began, 2,500 once the senate ratified the peace and the further 12,000 were paid on an annual of 1000.
Modern – Erskine 2003: 65
Ancient – Polybius XXI.43
Temple of Olympian Zeus revived – 174 BC
The temple was left unfinished until Seleucid king Antiochus IV decided to start rebuilding the temple as an ode to the Greek god Zeus. He placed Roman architect Decimus Cossutius in charge. The temple was never actually finished as construction came to a halt again when Antiochus IV died in 164 BC.
Modern - Green 1993: 249
Ancient – IGLS VII.4028
Battle of Pydna – 168 BC
This battle was a military engagement in the Roman victory over Macedonia in the third Macedonian war. Roman general Lucius enticed the Macedonian king from his position on Elpeus river to occupy a weaker position in the plain south of Pydna. Macedonian losses were large as of the 40,000 troops taken 25,000 were killed and 10,000 taken prisoner.
Modern – Erskine 2003: 72
Ancient – Livy History of Rome 44.40.42




Antiochus IV’s second invasion of Egypt – 168 BC
When Antiochus invaded Egypt for the second time he demanded Cyprus and Pelusium be ceded to him. He occupied lower Egypt and when the Romans defeated Perseus and his Macedonians at Pydna this deprived Antiochus of the benefits of victory. Roman ambassador Gaius offered an ultimatum to Antiochus stating that he should vacate Egypt and Cyprus immediately when Antiochus asked for time to consider the offer Gaius drew a circle around him and said he can only accept the offer in the circle and if he leaves they will attack this embarrassed Antiochus and caused him to accept the offer to protect his image.
Modern – Erskine 2003: 71
Ancient –  Ray 14-20
Maccabean Revolt – 167 BC
When Antiochus issued decrees forbidding the practice of Jewish religion. A rural priest sparked a revolt against the Seleucid empire by refusing to worship the Greek gods Mattathias (rural priest) then killed an Hellenistic Jew who had offered to sacrifice an animal to an idol. Mattathias and his family then fled and once Mattathias had died his son Maccabee led an army of Jewish dissidents to victory over the Seleucid dynasty. The Revolt involved many battles and when they won the final battle they cleansed the temple in Jerusalem.
Modern – Erskine 2003: 198
Ancient –  I Maccabees 1.10-25 & 41-56
Battle of Adasa – 161 BC
This was a battle that took place during the Maccabean Revolt. It was between Maccabees of Judah Maccabee against the Seleucide Empire whose army was led by Nicanor. Victory went to Maccabee and Nicanor was killed for a few years that day was celebrated as day of Nicanor. 
Modern – Bar-Kochva 1989: 359-375
Ancient – I Maccabees 7.40-50
Battle of Elasa – 160 BC
This was a battle during the Maccabean Revolt between Maccabees and the Seleucide Empire. This battle resulted in the death of the leader of the Maccabean revolt but despite his death his brothers continued the revolt against the Seleucids and eventually expelled the Seleucid forces from the region and created an independent kingdom.
Modern – Bar-Kochva 1989: 376-402
Ancient – I Maccabees Death of Judas 18

Sack of Corinth – 146 BC
Corinth’s fall became the final event in the Achaean war. This battle targeted a Greek state instead of a powerful king. Like earlier invasions Corinth was an influential member of the Achaena league and often held congress and meetings making it very wealthy as well as having a lot of artistic treasures making an invasion even more appealing. 
Modern – Erskine 2003: 79
Ancient –  Paus. 7.14-15
Death of Mithridates – 64 BC
Mithridates the great was the 6th and last Pontic leader by that name. He succeeded his father in 120 but he was only a boy then so his mother ruled in his place until he was of age. Once he was of age he threw her in prison in 115. Mithridates established himself in 64 at panticapaeum and was planning an invasion of Italy when his own troops led by his son Pharnaces revolted against him. Mithridates tried to poison himself but failed so he hired a Gallicto to kill him. 
Modern – Simpson 2017
Ancient –  App. Mith. 111
Battle of Actium – 31 BC
This was the last decisive battle in the last of the civil wars in the Roman Republic. After Caesar was assassinated Rome fell into civil war. Antony with 500 ships and 70,000 infantry made camp at Actium. Octavian with 400 ships and 80,000 infantry arrived via the north. Antony had hoped to win at sea or simply try to break the blockade by following Cleopatra’s advice to employ a fleet. He drew his ships outside the bay facing west with Cleopatra’s behind. The navy battle was hotly contested with each sides squadron trying to out flank the one another. Cleopatra took her Egyptian galleys and fled Antony broke off with a few ships and managed to follow her, the rest of his fleet surrendered, and the land forces surrendered to Octavian a week later. Octavian had defeated Antony and founded the monarchy.
Modern – Erskine 2003: 98
Ancient –  Plut. Ant. 68.4







End of the Parthian Empire – 224 AD
The empire was crumbling under the pressure of disease, civil war and rebellion. The empire would eventually be taken over by the Sassanid empire. The battle of Hormozgdan ensued Ardashir I, governor of parsis defeating Artabanus I, establishing the empire. The Sasania empire would continue to house Parthian Royal Clans and give them positions of power.
Modern –Lendering 1996
[image: Arch of Severus, Relief west right (detail)]Ancient – Arch of Severus and the capture of Ctesipho
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