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I confirm I have not presented any AI generated text as my own work. I confirm I have copies of the history of the resources I used before and after the use of AI tools which I may be asked to provide evidence in.

Storytelling within the Early Years and How this can Impact Speech and Language

This paper focuses on the importance of storytelling with relation to how it can affect children’s speech and language. The first section of this review aims to explore the benefits of language within storytelling. The second section of this paper will review the practitioners’ methods used in storytelling, linked to theorist’s views and investigate the growth of literacy abilities through digital storytelling and evaluate the possible effects on educational outcomes. The third section seeks to examine the benefits of sharing fairy tales across different cultures, especially in relation to improving language abilities.
Storytelling
 In early childhood, storytelling serves as an essential part of developing language and literacy abilities. It supports individuals in building their vocabulary, advancing their verbal abilities, and grasping the elements of storytelling.  Visser-Bochane, M.I. et al. (2020) identifies that language development is a basic skill for all children and essential for participation in everyday life, more specifically, a child’s social and emotional development, and educational success. Engaging in storytelling activities helps children grow their vocabulary by allowing them to learn new words and understand their meanings. Improving children's listening skills will simultaneously boost their capacity to create stories and make forecasts about what may happen in the future. As highlighted by Bruner the importance of social connections in the learning experience, Caselli, P. (2019)a states “Language and culture are deeply interrelated, and the child develops his/her communication skills through interaction with others” (Bruner, 1987, p. 22).   However not all theorist believe that communicate is learnt through social interaction, Chomsky for example believes that the human brain of  a child is born with an ability to largely enhances the process of language acquisition in children. This is referred to as LAD, Language Acquisition Device.  Mambrol, N. highlights (2017) That humans, from the Chomskian perspective, come pre-programmed, as it were, to acquire language — they always already know how language works. It was Burner’s belief that children cannot acquire the language skills by LAD alone and that the interaction of having a support system is needed too. Caselli, P. (2019)b identifies that It is undeniably the interaction with adults that triggers a child’s LAD; and, in turn, in a sort of domino effect, it is the interaction between the LAD and the LASS that allows a child to enter the world of language (Bruner, 1983/1987).
Research has been conducted to examine the impact of storytelling sessions conducted for four days per week over a ten-week period on children’s oral language skills. This was then contrasted with the group that continued their literacy instruction. Researchgate (2019) stated that Results showed that the storytelling group retold stories that were significantly longer and used a significantly wider range of vocabulary than both the group that was read the same stories and the comparison group at posttest and 3-month follow-up. The story-reading group scored significantly higher on an oral vocabulary test than the comparison group at follow-up. From about 6 months old babies start to make sounds that sound similar to words heard spoken around them. The art of storytelling utilizes repetitive wording and rhythmic sounds to improve the learning and awareness of language elements.  Dryden, L. (2005)a identifies that babies are great mimics, and from around 8 months they begin to repeat simple sounds  (echolalia) as part of a game with adults. Through storytelling, the relationship between the storyteller and the listeners is deepened, simultaneously encouraging social skills among children. Infants engage their sensory abilities to enhance their understanding of visual and auditory information. Including books that feature texture, and vivid colours can effectively promote this stage of development.  Dryden, L. (2005b) states that (Garton and Pratt 2002) suggest that children learn to speak in an imitative way…childrens attempts at imitation of the speech they hear around them are reinforced – they receive adult approval or have their demands me. In agreeance with this The department of Education (no date) identifies that reading stories aloud and sharing books supports children to develop language and understand new concepts. Encouraging children to notice pictures and understand words, will strengthen their language skills and widen their vocabulary.
[bookmark: _Hlk181391173]As one delves into stories, it becomes clear that writers employ a diverse array of literary techniques. Among these are the employment of repetition, the use of rhyming patterns, and the implementation of onomatopoeia, where words imitate the sounds they denote. British Council (no date) identifies that when the same phrase is repeated on three or more occasions during the telling of a story, students can move through three stages of repetition: 1 repeat after teacher, 2 say with teacher, 3 say without teacher. This repetition provides scaffolding which supports the learning of collocations, structures and pronunciation. The video illustrates the practitioner employing these techniques with both narratives. Throughout the narrative, the phrase "We are going on a bear hunt" is frequently used, indicating that the speaker is adding a rhythmic quality to their delivery. Collinf, F (1999) states the poetics of memorization observed in oral cultures are also evident in the oral culture of children — the uses of rhyme and rhythm, of hypnotic repetitions, of chanting while dancing in circles or skipping, of clapping, of getting the words exactly right, and so on. However Darling-Hammond et al. (2019) argues that repetition does not allow for a deep learning or understanding of a subject neither does it develop connections between new and previous knowledge. Furthermore, the practitioner motivates the children to join in the chant, promoting their involvement and interaction. This can be said for elements of the Three Little Pigs story too. British Council (no date)  highlights Speech patterns are more rhythmic and words more clearly enunciated, especially during repeated phrases within a story. This makes it easier for students to repeat phrases after the storyteller or join in. The video featuring the book "We're Going on a Bear Hunt" emphasizes the significance of onomatopoeia, like the term "squelch squelch," to convey the noise made while walking through mud. Literary Terms (no date) identify that onomatopoeia can provide a poem or prose passage with sound imagery and rhythm which express the mood of the work. Furthermore, it makes descriptions more powerful and gives a sense of reality when readers can hear sounds, while reading words. Furthermore, the practitioner participates in physical movements that complement and enrich the auditory experience of the text. The book included sound features that aimed to increase children's involvement by allowing them to hear and interact with the illustrated activities. ResearchGate (2020) state that because onomatopoeia evoke imagery of the referent, children can draw from sensory experience to easily link onomatopoeic words to meaning, both when the referent is present as well as when it is absent. During the video the Practitioner allowed the children to tell their own stories of going to the woods and engaged with asking what they saw there and then referred to the book to see what they might find in the story. Storytelling is a fantastic activity to engage the children to listen and develop their language skills. Many children love to hear, tell, and re-tell stories about themselves and people, places, and things that they know well. Learning stories are one potential resource for supporting children to talk about their past experiences, situating the child as a central character in the story being re-told (The education Hub 2018). 
Stories have been passed down through families and cultures over the years, this has been an important way to share fables and tales from years ago within different cultures. Gov.Uk (2018) highlights that fables, folk tales and fairy lore. As long as human civilisation has existed, we have shared stories. For those looking to communicate a message, encapsulating it in a well told story has long been the most effective method.
Digital Storytelling
Within the digital video, the practitioner uses the laptop to play a story of The Three Little Pigs which has been accessed on the You Tube programme. ResearchGate (2020) highlights that, a huge number of powerful, yet simple storytelling software programs are now available. The combination of oral storytelling with audio, images, and various digital tools has led to what is now called digital storytelling (Barber 2016) 
The practitioner reads the story and pauses to discuss with the children about the materials being used. Throughout this story you can see the practitioner using the rhyming and repetition of the words and encouraging the children to join in with this, as well as the onomatopoeia words and encouraging the actions of blowing the houses down. The practitioner encourages the children to participate in the use of the laptop by encouraging them to take turns in turning the page. ResearchGate (2008) identifies  that digital storytelling has emerged over the last few years as a powerful teaching and learning tool that engages both teachers and their students ….We are currently witnessing dramatic growth in the educational use of digital storytelling, as a convergence of affordable technologies interacts with a contemporary agenda for today’s classroom. The use of iPads, smartphones, and various digital tools for storytelling allows children to take more control over their engagement with narratives in educational environments as well as in their own homes. ResearchGate (2018) states that digital stories weave “the artof telling stories with a variety of digital multimedia, such asimages, audio, and video“ (Robin, 2006, p. 1)When individuals have learned how to effectively use this technology, they can access it by themselves. There are numerous apps and websites available that enhance the audio and visual experience of storytelling. Lui, S. Reynolds, B. et al (2024) highlight that their study found that the results showed significant improvement in the vocabulary gains of both the children who read the e-book independently and the children to whom adults read the print book.  JMU Libraries (2019) also identify that the tools used for digital storytelling can have many benefits for young children. These tools, along  with other media resources, have been found to increase language development (Lankshear & Knobel, 2003). Although having access to these resources is beneficial, it can also limit social interaction. AAP (2024) report that researchers have found that overall screen time and regularly having a TV on in the background were linked with lower language and social-emotional skills in young children. However, viewing educational content or watching with a parent/caregiver was associated with increased language skills. In the video the practitioner limited the screentime and interacted with the children, using emotions and questioning.  An adult-led group storytelling session encourages children to interact and enhances their involvement in conversations or verbal recaps of the story. In contrast, the use of digital devices like iPads, computers, or smartphones by children can transform activities into solitary tasks, leading to missed chances for meaningful discussions and social engagement. Another concern is how using digital technology could affect children’s health, both physically and mentally. Mantilla, A., & Edwards, S. (2019) state that their findings showed that the magnitude of the participants’ neck flexion when using tablets may be considered a risk if sustained for a long time. …when comparing tablet and television episodes, some of this increased variation might be explained by repetitive wrist and hand movements from swiping and tapping that can also be of concern.

Conclusion
The practitioner’s presentation of the two narrative sets shows that the digital storytelling approach enabled increased opportunities for questioning and dialogue within the set time periods. The process of adapting the "Going on a Bear Hunt" story demanded a larger time commitment, but it turned out to be far more interesting for the kids. In both accounts, the practitioner showcased a strategic use of storytelling techniques that included repetition, rhyme, and sound-related words. Furthermore, the practitioner skilfully brought these linguistic elements to life by using intentional actions and sound effects, which increased the children's involvement in the storytelling process. The results of the studies referred to in this report suggest that there is a favourable attitude toward integrating digital technology for developing literacy and language skills in early childhood education, contingent upon the establishment of regulated time limits. Children appear to exhibit increased engagement and enthusiasm for activities when iPads and computers are incorporated into the educational setting. From the viewpoint of a practitioner, it is crucial to advocate for adult-led storytelling to safeguard this important skill and ensure that narrative traditions are passed down through generations. By supporting this practice, we not only protect the craft of storytelling but also secure its significance within our cultural heritage. ResearchGate (2017) Identifies that storytelling is an old form of teaching (Greene, 1996), and ‘during book-reading and storytelling experiences, aural stimulation is provided by the reader/narrator’s voice and visual stimulation is provided through illustrations, puppets, toys or similar resources’ (Niland, 2007, p. 8).










