 Assigment 1 :During the time of the Iron Age Celtic tribes in Britain and Gaul there were many forms of employment such as blacksmiths, carpenters, but most of them farmed the land[footnoteRef:1].Farming was vital to the continued survival of the people as although they ate the food that naturally grew within the lands, they relied heavily on products they had to grow themselves such as carrots, parsnips, wheat ,corn, barley and oats and the cattle they reared[footnoteRef:2]. The tribes also relied on their livestock for fur and wool to make clothing and blankets[footnoteRef:3]. For the growth of plants and the rearing of cattle to be successful they devised a way to be able to tell one season from another this was in the form of a calendar. We can see one example of this with the Coligny Calendar found in Broug near France[footnoteRef:4] .In terms of being able to tell them when crops needed to be planted out and picked and when cattle needed to be milked and moved around to graze this calendar it showed that the tribes relied on the phases of the sun and moon to predict the different seasons of the year. ‘The Coligny calendar is a lunisolar calendar; this means it combines moon phases and the time of the solar year as well’[footnoteRef:5]. There were eight phases marked on the calendar, and four of these pointed to the start the four seasons of Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter [footnoteRef:6]and each of these changes were celebrated with a festival by the people as they were a sign of the progression of the crops from planting through to the eventual harvest.  [1:  Amgueddfa Cymru, Iron Age Wales Gods And War (2020){accessed 08/11/22)]  [2:  Amgueddfa Cymru (2020) {accessed 08/11/2022)]  [3: bbc.co.uk <https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/articles> {accessed 08/11/22}]  [4:  Cunliffe Barry, The Ancient Celts, Second Edition, Oxford, Oxford University Press (2018) Chapter 11, p279]  [5:  Roman Britain Organisation <https://www.roman-britain.org/the Coligny-Calendar/; ~:text. {accessed 10/11/22}]  [6: Kerry Sullivan, Ancient.Origins.net (2019) <.https://ancient.origins.net/human-origins/pagan-wheel-of-the-year {accessed 12/11/22}] 

‘Pagan holidays are aligned with the days that mark key points in the annual cycle, notably the beginning and peak of the four seasons the eight seasons were widely celebrated with a community festival and seasonally appropriate rituals.’[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Kerry Sullivan (2019) {accessed 12/11/22}] 

Four seasons especially were important to and celebrated by the Celtic people as they were seen by them to be very important in relation to the yearly cycle. These were Imbolc, Beltane Lughnasa and Samhain. These four seasons were celebrated with festivals and rituals to suit the season[footnoteRef:8]. [8:  Kerry Sullivan (2019).{accessed {12/11/2022}] 

Imbolc: ‘Imbolc was the cornerstone of the ancient Celtic calendar, marks the start of the farming season. For them the success of the new farming season was of great importance’[footnoteRef:9] This was Celebrated at the beginning of February and signified the start of spring and the time when cattle began to produce milk. [9:  Jacqueline Simpson and Steve Roud, Dictionary Of English Folklore, Oxford, Oxford University Press (2003)] 

Beltane: ‘A major Celtic feast which opened up the warmer half of the year[footnoteRef:10]’ Beltane was celebrated as the start of the summer and a festival of fire was held by the tribes in dedication to the fire god Bel. This feast was celebrated at the beginning of May. [10:  Barry. Cunliffe, Ancient Celts (2018). p279.] 

Lughnasa: ‘festival of the god Lugh’[footnoteRef:11]This festival was celebrated in the Month of August as it was the time when the food grown throughout the year would start to be picked and this went on until the end of October taking the people into the next season of Samhain. [11:  Bbc.co.uk/ Religions-Paganism/Lammas<https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/paganism/holydays/lughnasadh.shtml. {accessed 14/11/2022}
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] 

Samhain: This was celebrated by the tribes at the beginning of November and is the time of harvest.
 The end of the year and the beginning of the new year was marked by the greatest of ceremonies, samain, which took place on 1 November. It was a liminal time between the two years and as such was dangerous: the spirits of the dead could roam free.
Samhain was the time when the years harvest would be picked and some of the cattle would be destined for use as meat and would feed the tribe all year.








