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What motivates groups or individuals to engage in acts of terrorism?

In this assignment, it will discuss what motivates groups and individuals to commit and engage in acts of terrorism. It will include examples of why people commit terrorism, and it will also include different aspects and types of terrorism that people commit. It will also discuss terrorism references and incidents involving terrorism that has been committed in the past. Examples of incidents involving terrorism that might be used includes 911, 7/7 bombings and the Manchester arena bombing. These are just a few examples that might be included in this assignment. It will also include who committed the acts of terrorism, what they did exactly and why they did it. Lastly, it will cover what the most common acts of terrorism are and what the most common reason for committing the acts of terrorism are, and what the least common reason is and what the least common act of terrorism is.

Terrorism means to use threatening behaviour and involves serious violence against a person, serious damage to property and endangers someone’s life. Terrorism can also aid in creating serious risk to the health and safety of the public (Harfield, 2013, p. 536). There are multiple reasons why people commit terrorism; according to Staniforth and Carlile of Berriew and Parkinson (2014, p. 36) politics, religion, race and ideology are a few examples that drive people to commit terrorist attacks. They also state that politics is the main motivator of terrorism (Staniforth and Carlile of Berriew and Parkinson, 2014). To commit terrorism, a three-way relationship must take place, this includes an audience, a victim and the act of terrorism. According to Harfield (2013, p. 538) political and religious terrorism are often the most violent because they believe their actions are sanctioned by a higher authority and that their actions are morally justified. Ideological terrorists mainly commit terrorism because they want to change social, economic and political systems. Nationalist terrorists aim to restore land and seek complete independence, Harfield (2013, p. 538) states that the Irish Republican Army (IRA are nationalist terrorists. They were involved in many terrorist cases such as the Manchester bombing and the Hyde Park bombings. In Manchester city centre, 1996, there was another bombing involving the IRA. A 1,500-kilogram bomb was left in a lorry on the street in the centre of Manchester and then was detonated. Luckily no one was killed, however around 250 people were injured (Greater Manchester Police, 2022). There is no confirmed reason as to why they had been part of this attack, however, it was said that they had committed the act to be part of a political strategy. This was so that they would be included in negotiations on their own terms, which had worked considering the amount of damage it had caused, Manchester had agreed to their terms. This suggests that the IRA had a political motivation. Another terrorism attack that the IRA had been involved with includes the Hyde Park bombings in 1982. The IRA had bombed the Queen’s Lifeguard as they rode through Hyde Park in London, which had killed four men and seven horses and injured many. It was suggested that this terrorism act was to be of a political cause and that the IRA committed the act with political motivation (The British Army, 2022). Uncommon causes of terrorism include social polarisation, radicalisation, freedom, anomie and unemployment. Other examples of terrorism include poverty, relative deprivation, inequality, alienation, human rights abuse and culture (Blake et al. 2012, p. 12).
Actions used by terrorists to commit terrorism includes using bombs, takeovers, sieges, aircraft, ships and trains (Gearty, 1996, p. 506). Examples of these include aircraft, where the 9/11 terrorists used bombs and planes to crash into the world trade centres, killing thousands of people, and trains, where the 7/7 bombing terrorists used bombs and trains to bomb the London underground trains and a double-decker bus which killed around 52 people. Both events used different actions to create a terror attack. Terrorists use all different kinds of tactics to commit terrorism, some examples include sabotage, suicide missions, assassinations, hostage-taking and hijacking. Arson, bombings, chemical attacks and hoaxes and threats are also some examples of terrorist tactics (Harfield, 2013, p. 541). The Manchester bombings, 9/11 and the 7/7 bombings are all examples of bombing tactics that terrorists use to create fear and cause a terrorist attack. The 9/11 attack is also an example of a terrorist tactic called hijacking, because the terrorists hijacked the planes to bomb the world trade centres. All of these are also examples of suicide missions because the terrorists who caused the attacks all died from their own attacks they created in order to create fear and make a statement.
CPS (2022) states that for terrorism to occur, the use of threat must be committed, and CPS shows that political, religious, racial and ideological reason are all examples of why people commit terrorism. They also state that not only is committing terrorism a crime but even just planning, assisting and collecting information on how to commit terrorism are also crimes. Blake et al. (2012, p. 12) had shown that the Sri Lankan Tamil Tigers were able to force the government into negotiations through their terrorist campaigns and attacks. They had attacked and forced negotiations because of religious terrorism. 
 Malini (2018, pp. 186-188) stated that age, education, socio-economic status, being associated with terrorist organisations and addictions can all be factors of why people commit terrorism. These examples are the less common reasons of why people commit terrorism.
People who have low self-esteem, who are isolated and feel like they do not belong, or they feel like they have no purpose are more likely to be susceptible to becoming terrorists. People who are angry or frustrated, feel a sense of injustice, have real or perceived personal grievances or who are just confused about life are also likely to become involved in terrorism (Department for Education, 2023). Monahan (2011) stated that emotional vulnerability, feeling of anger, alienation, a longing for a sense of community and a dissatisfaction with their current activity or life causes people to be more likely to commit terrorism. This shows that there are many reasons why people would commit terrorism.
Around 41% of Muslims are charged with terrorism-related arrests, 37% of people with other or no religion are also charged with terrorism and then 32% of people with unknown religion are charged with terrorism (Home Office, 2013), this suggests that it is more common for people to commit terrorism due to religious reasons because there are more arrests from people who are religious that committed terrorism than people with no religion.

The London bombings in 2005 had occurred at 08:50am when four bombs bombed the London underground and had bombed a bus in London on the 7th of July. More than 700 people were injured during these attacks and around 52 died (Ray, 2024). The British Transport Police (2024) stated that there were four suicide bombers that struck London’s transport network, they also stated that the last bomb was set off an hour after the others on a bus instead of a train, because the last bomber was nervous. The bombers were Islamic terrorists and suicide bombers and they had all died from the attacks. They were also known to have links to Al Qaeda, a terrorist group. Two of the attackers had visited Pakistan prior to the 7/7 Bombings, where they had apparently contacted the Al-Qaeda group. One of the attackers had described himself as a ‘soldier’ fighting war against governments (Blake et al. 2012, p. 15). Blake et al. (2012, p. 15) had also stated that the four attackers were involved with the Islamic faith. The 7/7 bombings are an example of terrorism caused because of religion. They were Islamic terrorists that wanted to prove a point and had killed themselves during the process to make a statement and cause fear.
The Manchester bombing during the Ariana Grande concert took place on the 22nd of May 2017 in the Manchester Arena. During this attack, 22 people were killed and over 1000 people were injured (Greater Manchester Police, 2022). According to Lubin et al (2017) Salman Abedi who was known to be born in Manchester had carried out the attack, he had also died at the scene. They also stated that ISIS might have had something to do with the Manchester attack, Salman Abedi was known to have links with ISIS which coincides with ISIS having some responsibility in the attacks. The reason for this attack was also stated to be for religious reasons.
The 9/11 attacks were also an example of terrorism being committed because of religious means. It was also an example of a political cause of terrorism. On September the 11th in 2001, 19 terrorists who were involved in Al-Qaeda had hijacked two planes in the United States. They hijacked the planes to bomb the Twin Towers in New York, killing nearly 3000 people (Imperial War Museums, 2024). The Al-Qaeda terrorist group had hoped that after the bombing attacks, they would cause fear throughout the country and weaken the United States to support their political and religious goals (9/11 Memorial & Museum, 2023). This correlates that 9/11 was caused because of political and religious means of terrorism. It also shows that terrorism involves many varieties as to why people commit the act.

These well-known cases of terrorism show the statements above that religious and political causes of terrorism are examples of what motivates people to commit terrorism. This also correlates with the statement above because it suggests that political and religious motivations of terrorism are the most common. It is consistent with the statement because most of the well-known cases spoken about, include political or/ and religious motivations in committing terrorism. The 7/7 bombings, the two Manchester bombings, 9/11 and the Hyde Park bombings are all examples of either Political or Religious motivations of terrorism which show that they are the most common motivations of terrorism. Each case had wanted to cause fear within the public and government and make statements for their cause, which they had wanted to be rectified the way they wanted. Some of the terrorists in these cases were also suicide bombers, they had wanted to make a statement and prove a point by causing fear and killing themselves within the terrorist act they committed to make people hear what they were trying to rectify. CPS (2022) states that terrorism is the use or threat of action, and it is used to influence the government or organisation or to intimidate the public. They also stated that terrorists have different motivational causes and views, aims and purposes. This coincides with the previous statements above, stating that terrorists aim to cause fear or use terrorism to try to influence people.

In conclusion to this, there are different causes of terrorism that motivates people to commit terrorism. Examples of causes of terrorism include, religious, political, ideological and racial motivations, these are just a few examples of terrorism motivations. There are also different ways of committing terrorism such as bombings, assassinations, hijackings and using weapons. Different religious and political views are examples of terrorist motivations because there are multiple religions that people could want to help make statements and negotiations and people have different political views that they might want to make people change their minds or increase their chance of making negotiations, just like the Sri Lankan Tamil Tigers case. Other common motivations of terrorism are to cause fear, to make statements and to prove their points, terrorists commit terrorism to make these happen. Some terrorists make statements by killing themselves in the act of terrorism, this can be because of religious reasons, some religions see this act as becoming a martyr, which aids in people looking up to them after the act is done and makes a statement of what they had done. A lot of cases have proved this, because some terrorists have committed suicide while committing terrorism to make statements and cause fear. According to Jackson (2004, p. 13) Terrorists use acts of violence to create an atmosphere of alarm and fear to be able to gain recognition of their cause and show that they must be listened to and taken seriously, otherwise they would not stop trying to prove their point. The statement above shows that some terrorists commit terrorism because their motivations are to make statements, have their points proven, try to make negotiations and try to cause fear.
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