Mikhailo Gavrilyak
Kiev, January 2014

They let him keep his shoes on 
so that he stood, -10 degrees in the snow, 
naked except for the soles of his feet. 

They paraded him with the grip of their 
hands on the welts of his back and cheek 
amid the dirty, tire-burned snow. 

He did not ask for pity, 
just stood there breathing out ice 
holding his arms across his chest 
so that they had to move his hands
to get him to pose for their photos.

Online they argued over what he had done. 
The police uploaded their video of him 
with the caption: “we’re going to 
fuck you up”. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]




2014: 
“No one can make a free person kneel.” 
Quote from: Winter on Fire, Ukraine’s Fight for Freedom 

Mikhailo Gavrilyak
https://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2014/jan/23/ukraine-anti-government-protester-stripped-naked-police-video


 “One of the defining images of the week came in a video that received millions of hits on YouTube, of activist Mikhailo Gavrilyak stripped naked and being forced to walk in the freezing snow by a group of riot police, who are seen slapping the back of his head and taking photographs. Gavrilyak, who was later released, said he was subjected to repeated beatings and had his hair cut off with a knife. He said protesters would exact a "terrible revenge" for his ordeal.
Vitali Klitschko, an opposition leader, released a statement calling on officials and police to disobey orders: "Do not carry out criminal orders, do not approve unjust and illegal decisions, do not participate in repression against the citizens of Ukraine, our own people. Protect them today!"

But while there have been reports of some police defecting in the west of the country – which has never supported Yanukovych – in Kiev there is said to be anger and a desire for revenge among riot police, who have spent countless days standing in freezing temperatures, sheltering from attack, and in some cases watching their colleagues being hit by molotov cocktails. The video of Gavrilyak's humiliation was not posted by a conscience-stricken whistleblower, but was discovered on the social network page of a riot police officer, with the caption: "We're going to fuck you up."
The stories of police brutality have only intensified feelings on the barricades. A truce called on Thursday has broken down, and activists continued to burn tyres and shoot projectiles at police. The storming of administration buildings in the west of the country continued, with activists occupying buildings in 10 cities as the situation continues to slip further out of Yanukovych's control.” https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jan/26/ukraine-president-concessions-protests-violence




MEXICO BORDER: 
· Families meet at the border of Mexico/America, where a fence enables them to talk to each other on either side: https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/mar/29/us-mexico-border-wall-trump-cruz-immigration-friendship-park 
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