
The balance of both the victim and suspects journey through the criminal justice process
Jake Pooley (2405143)



The balance of both the victim and suspects journey through the criminal justice will introduce itself by the police and criminal justice process by ensuring that all the laws and legislations that are in place. The processes that will initiate in the criminal justice process is the investigation phase where the suspect will be investigated in the fairest and most ethical standards to result in an equal testimony decision (College of Policing, 2024). In a scenario of a victim or suspect is being interviewed, the interviewer at the time must have an understanding on what their duty is to fulfil the best possible outcome (College of policing, 2023). It is also vital to ensure that the victim is being treated with the most respect possible from effects of the suspect but additionally offering any support and gathering evidence to lead to the conclusion of the investigation (College of Policing, 2023). 
In the initial proceedings of witnesses and the arresting of a suspect brought into custody will be followed under the Police and criminal evidence act 1984 (PACE) act which follows the optimal balance between the laws and liberty linking the police towards suspects and witnesses (Gov.uk, 2023). There are many codes of arrests linked in with the Police and criminal evidence act 1984 of an arrest to a suspect and the main code that follows the powers of arrest within criminal justice procedures will be Code g. Code g represents any arrests made within the police must be justified to be of an illegal act done by the suspect and treated within the laws and legislations (Gov.uk, 2022). The equality act 2010 is a set legislation that revolves around aiding witnesses and suspects to tackle any prejudice bias that is aimed towards them from racism or any other level of discrimination (Gov.uk, 2015). The suspects process of being detained and put in a cell within a police station is the time a suspect can be detained in custody is for a time of a day. In other circumstances that if further evidence or known seriousness of a case the time a suspect can be in the cell for can increase up to 96 hours. The bail process can be acquired if there a lack of information or evidence on the scenario, the suspect will return to the police station for questioning if further evidence is found that relates to them (Gov.uk, 2025). The interviewing stage is a vital part within ensuring that all rights and legislations are met within the suspect as there is a preparation towards the interview before hand to gather the seriousness of the offence committed from using the information and evidence that have been acquired and forming questions to be asked (College of Policing, 2022). The information and evidence acquired from the police will be forwarded to the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) reasonings being because the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) specialises in finding out if the suspect's case is worth proceeding with and what consequences and charges that the suspect will be prosecuted with the seriousness of the situation and forward to the police what charges are being applied and gathering all the information and evidence of the scenario and forwards that information and evidence to courts (CPS, 2021).
In the during face-to-face proceedings of an interview of a suspect, the codes of practise that will be used from the police is Code E and Code F of the Police and Criminal evidence act 1984 (PACE). The process of Code E requires an visual image of the suspects and interviewers and audio of sound to be used during  the whole time of the interview of a suspect as an audio recording of an interview ensures everything that was spoken of and stated during the interview and this information can be used in court or for evidence and audio recording defends interviewers of claims or accusations from the suspect. The process of Code F within an interview enforces that audio during interviews must be used but in contrast to Code E, Code F is used for just the audio within interviews and not visuals images of anyone intending the interview via suspect or interviewers. The main code that is used with the report of a victim is called the Victim code; the victim code is a code of practise by legislations which specifies a victim's rights. The Victims code allows victims to be given details on the case regarding criminal justice process, investigations, trial. The victims code allows all rights to be met and to be treated within the upmost respect throughout the whole process (Ministry of Justice, 2025). If in the case of a witness or a victim has been affected by the actions of a suspect physically and mentally under the Victims Code, the public services offer support helplines in any situation that has occurred that runs every day and every hour of the day (Gov.uk 2022). In the case of a victim or witness not feeling comfortable with anything that has been said to be leaked to the public because of potential consequences or any information via name, number or location of residence regarded within the witness or victim during the criminal justice process, this act that 6allows any information to not be leaked is the Data protection Act 2018 as this act is specified within the importance of keeping any data required to be confidential (College of Policing, 2023). The stage of the criminal justice process that a witness will be acquired in is the interview phase as a witness will aid the police on any information that can be obtained from the witness in the events of the scenario on when the police was called, and the suspect being reported. The interviewer forms a relationship with the witness to make them feel comfortable and treating them with the upmost respect as the witness has occurred an event that has affected them. (College of Policing, 2023). The Witness statement is a vital part when linking the court system within criminal justice process as witness statements must be agreed on by the defence and the prosecution. Once agreed on the witness statement. It is a type of letter that is shown to the court other than the witness being present at the time of the court hearing and this letter is sent from the witness at hand of the scenario and is a stated letter on how exactly the witness has been affected by the scenario from the suspects actions (Home Office, 2019). The Victim personal statement is the next version of a witness statement, as the victim personal statement is possibly used within the stage that the court has proceedings of an offender to trial and states related to the witness personal statement just on how the suspects actions have affected them. The victim can write a victim personal statement as if they disagree on doing it then that is acceptable but may affect the decision of the suspect within trial of the court. If a set victim is under the age of 18 years old, the parent of the victim has to do the victims statement for you by law and the parent will have to display on how exactly the suspects actions has mentally or physically affected set person or both (Ministry of Justice, 2018). If in proceedings of the investigation within evidence and information within the criminal justice process will move forward to the Hearing and trial management of a suspect and a witness. The hearing and court phase will allow a verdict to be made from the actions of the suspect the police will provide any information that is required to the court, defendants and prosecutors. The first stages of the hearing and trial will be presented the evidence from the witness or victim and the evidence can be presented whilst present or in as a visual audio recording. In cases of suspects having previous convictions the court will recall these convictions as well. In conclusion of all the evidence presented the court will have a sentencing verdict within the actions of the suspect (College of Policing, 2023).
To sum up the balance of both the witness and suspect within a criminal justice process it is shown on how vital that legislations are vital when co-operating with the victim and the suspect and following the  Police and criminal evidence act PACE (1984) which finds the balance between the police to suspects and witness (Gov.uk, 2023). The support of a victim's rights is a vital aspect within the criminal justice process as the laws and legislations of the victim's code allowed the victim to be treated within the best manor possible (Ministry of Justice, 2025). The cooperation of the Crown Prosecution service allows police officers to have an answer on if a suspect deserves to be prosecuted from their actions which aids the criminal justice process to deal with serious reports. The trial and hearing phase allowed a verdict on if the suspect should have been prosecuted and sentenced (College of Policing, 2023).
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