Provide a definition of what is meant by the ‘integrity’ of evidence and using proven “stated case law” (and Statutes), in the UK justice system, identify critical cases which have impacted on the UK Criminal Justice system, influencing the outcome of specific cases.

Integrity of evidence refers to the creditably of evidence to suspect someone of a crime, which will be used in the court of law. The integrity of evidence can be comprised in different ways depending on the type of evidence it is. This may include social contamination of a witness account or confession, which can be compromised with the use of force/pressure, mental illness and if a witness has bad relations with the suspect they may compromise the evidence. Problems with even the potential of contamination of evidence can make evidence inadmissible in court. All evidence in court must meet high standard of validity and if mistakes are made in the collection, handling and processing of evidence, the evidence is inadmissible in court and cannot be used. Stated case law has been developed to ensure evidence of the highest quality. Stated case law relating to the integrity of evidence in the UK justice system includes, Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, Criminal Appeal Act 1995, Criminal Cases Review Commission 1997. Evidence of high integrity has been key in the conviction of criminals and also in the acquittal of those wrongfully accused. Case studies can be used to demonstrate how the integrity of evidence can have a dramatic effect on the outcome of a trial and the pursuit of justice. For this essay the case studies of Jill Dando (1999, Barry George) and Birmingham Six (1974) are chosen as the issues with the integrity of evidence show the importance of the integrity of evidence.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Integrity of evidence refers to the quality of the contact trace evidence that is used to convict a suspect of a crime. Integrity can be undermined in several ways ranging from quick conviction of potential innocent people due to media pressure, the amount of contact trace evidence found can also provide a weak integrity of evidence. Pressure to solve the case quickly can also cause contamination of evidence in the form of false confessions. Continuation of the chain of evidence is a important aspect of forensic science as if a piece of contact trace evidence is handled incorrectly it can cause the piece of evidence to become immiscible in court and dismissed completely, as it can be argued that contamination occurred. Also, if the contact trace evidence is not issued with the correctly signed evidence labels to keep track of culpability if an issue occurs. The evidence is sealed and labelled by each part of the forensic team that either put it in when it was found, or when it is needed to be subject to analysis tests. Each will open the bag in a different area and then sealed with their own label, so that if there is a case of contamination questioning by the defence, the forensic team can look at the records and labels to investigate potential issues.  

Problems with the integrity of evidence can occur as a result of pressure to solve the case by the media for high publicised cases. This could be high level due to the victim being famous or the high level of victims. Jill Dando was a journalist, Tv presenter and news reader from 1979 to her untimely death in 1999 (‘Jill Dando - Wikipedia’, 2019). Her death was caused by a shot to the head, while she was forced on her knees (Woffinden, 2002) outside her home in London. Due to the famous nature of Jill her murder received a lot of attention by the media and the authorities, making it the biggest case since the ‘Yorkshire Ripper’ (Lusher, 2019) case in 1981. The weapon used in her murder was a fairly common ‘9mm calibre semi-automatic pistol’, which to this day has never been recovered. With no weapon found at the scene and the bullet that went straight through her head the only lead on a suspect was a patchy witness account from a neighbour. One of Jill Dando’s neighbours at the time Richard Hughes, reported hearing a shocked cry from Jill but no gunshot afterwards, looked out of his window to see a ‘six foot tall white man aged around 40’ (‘TV star Dando murdered by single shot’, n.d.) leaving the scene. Due to the career that Jill Dando had as a presenter of the BBC show Crimewatch it was theories that it was a revenge killing by the media, as seen in ‘The Mirror’ newspaper the morning after the killing, before later the suspect of Barry George.

A year on Barry George was arrested for the murder, he did fit the witness’ description, was also known to live half a mile away from Jill Dando and had a history of stalking women (‘Jill Dando - Wikipedia’, 2019) (‘Dando killer’s Diana “obsession”’, 2001). The conviction of Barry George 2001(‘Who Killed Jill Dando?’, 2019) for the murder of Jill Dando, rested on a four pieces of evidence. These include the previously stated view that Barry George fit the general description given by Hughes of the man leaving the scene and the one spec of ballistic found, as well as being questionably identified as being at the scene four hours prior to the murder, was he waiting for her? Finally, when Barry George was interviewed by the police as part of the thousands interviewed, he lied and tried to create a alibi, he contested the knowledge of Jill Dando. The ballistic evidence was found inside a pocket of Barry George’s jacket taken from his premises on arrest (‘Who Killed Jill Dando?’, 2019) but was only ‘one hundredth of a millimetre’ (Smith, 2019). This would have made comparing it to the residue found at the scene difficult, however it was concluded to be a match.  

In 2007 Barry George was acquitted because of problems with the integrity of this piece of evidence. Problems with handling of the evidence and failure to link Barry George to the murder. This was used in court by the defence to argue that the lab that the photographs of his jacket were taken in was commonly used to photograph a variety of evidence, least of which was ballistic evidence. 

The Jill Dando case highlights the pressure put on the police that can contribute to procedural errors. Pictures of the crime scene including the officers that were working on the murder of Jill Dando, were circulated in the media putting more heat on the officials to solve the crime even faster (Smith, 2019). This also links to potential issues with the chain of evidence that can cause contact trace evidence to be questioned in court. 

[bookmark: _Hlk27241748]Another case that can be used to demonstrate how important integrity of evidence is in a case and what can happen when it is not upheld, is the Birmingham Six case. The ‘Birmingham six’ was the name given to the six Irish men who were imprisoned for the bombings of pubs in 1975 (‘Birmingham Six’, 2019). The six men were: Gerard Hunter, Hugh Callaghan, John Walker, Patrick Joseph Hill, Richard McIlkenny and William Power (‘Birmingham Six’, 2019). The crime of bombing that these men were false imprisoned for were the bombing of, the Mulberry Bush and the Tavern (‘Birmingham Six’, 2019). The combined effect of these bombing was, twenty one people killed and a hundred and eighty two injured (‘Birmingham Six’, 2019). These figures could have increased due to a third bomb being set outside a bank which did not detonate as planned (‘Birmingham Six’, 2019). These bombs were thought to be attributed to a provisional IRA terrorist group (‘Birmingham Six’, 2019) to which the six men accused were though to have been a part of. 

The case of the Birmingham six shows that evidence such as confessions can also lack integrity. Whilst the six men were arrested, transported and questioned, there are reports of abuse, torture including mock execution, depriving them of food and sleep, threats, 12 hour none stop interrogations (‘Birmingham Six’, 2019). All of these things are against the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (Participation, n.d.), however this occurred before this act was put in place. Although this is not how police were/are supposed to conduct themselves when arresting suspects. The result of the six men being treated this way, were unreliable confessions, that were deemed ‘admissible as evidence’ (‘Birmingham Six’, 2019) for the conviction of these men. 

As part of the trial the men were subjected to chemical tests (‘Birmingham Six’, 2019) to determine whether their hands contained traces of nitrogen ions which are found in explosive materials, so if they had handled explosives the tests should have been positive. The results of the Greiss test, which is the test used to find nitrite ions, tested positive for two of the men (Schurr, 2019). Then the GCMS tests, which combines gas chromatography with mass spectrometry to detect a range of substance, done at a later date prove to contradict the previous results for one of the men (Schurr, 2019). Nitrocellulose found on their hands was part of the evidence used to convict them however a review of the evidence later argued that the evidence lacked integrity because it can be disposed on people hands by use of innocent things such as tobacco, fertiliser and playing cards (Tilstone et al., 2006). So due to at least two of the six accused had been playing cards earlier in the night, it is likely that the nitrate ions found were a result of nitrocellulose from playing cards. 

Despite the flaws with the evidence used to convict, Gerard Hunter, Hugh Callaghan, John Walker, Patrick Joseph Hill, Richard McIlkenny and William Power they were all sentenced to serve twenty one life sentences. The ‘Birmingham six were convicted on may 12th 1975, along with three others who were convicted with conspiracy charges (‘Birmingham Six’, 2019). In June 1975 fourteen prison officers were charged with assault for the way that they had treated the Birmingham six, however they were all acquitted (‘Birmingham Six’, 2019). The six men also tried to commission a civil claim for the damages they had suffered as a result of the ‘West Midlands Police (‘Birmingham Six’, 2019). This also did not work as it was chucked out by the Court of Appeal in 1980 (‘Birmingham Six’, 2019). As for the imprisonment itself there were also many appeals through the following years, the earliest was in 1976 then followed by the cast of doubt to the World in Action in 1985 (‘Birmingham Six’, 2019). A year later a journalist wrote about the errors in a book in 1986 (‘Birmingham Six’, 2019), casting further doubt of their guilt. There were two more appeals made in the following years, one in 1988 which failed (‘Birmingham Six’, 2019) and another in 1991 which succeeded and the Birmingham six walked free (Peirce, 2011).      

Since the release of the Birmingham six a witness has come forward to say who the real perpetrators were (Stanley, 2019) further proving that confessions can lack integrity. A similar case involving the Guildford four tells a similar tale which along with the Birmingham six have been in the media due to the release of the falsely imprisoned (Scaplehorn, 1993). 

Due to the success of the appeals and the subsequent miscarriages of justice that the Birmingham six had gone through, reports were made in 1993 then in 1995 the ‘Criminal Appeal Act’ was made, this in turn led to the establishing of the ‘Criminal Cases Review Commission in 1997’ (‘Birmingham Six’, 2019). The Criminal Appeal Act contains four sections, ‘The Court of Appeal’, ‘The Criminal Cases Review Commission’, ‘Other Provisions’ and ‘Supplementary’ (Participation, n.d.). Within each one of these sections there are sub sections that address different aspects on the appeal process, in order to properly release the innocent.  

The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 is a piece of stated law that gives detailed instructions to police on how to conduct themselves and handle the evidence found at a crime scene. This act is a very long and complex piece of legislation with sections, sub sections and sub sections within the sub sections. It includes sections on, ‘Powers to Stop and Search’, ‘Powers of Entry, Search and Seizure’, a suspects ‘Arrest’, ‘Detention’ of suspects, ‘Questioning and Treatment of Persons by Police’, ‘Codes of Practice-General’, ‘Documentary Evidence in Criminal Proceedings’, ‘Evidence in Criminal Proceedings-General’, ‘Police Complaints and Discipline’, ‘Police-General’ and finally ‘Miscellaneous and Supplementary’ (Participation, n.d.). Many of the sections of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act can be related to the case studies as previously mentioned. As well as this Act being used in conjunction with the acts that were formed as a result of the Birmingham six case. Failure to comply to this act can cause a piece of evidence to be omissible in court. This can be demonstrated in the both cases of Jill Dando, ballistics evidence and the Birmingham six, nitrate ions. Although this particular act was not established when the Birmingham six were arrested. 

The integrity of the evidence can be undermined if the expertise of the scientists or ‘experts’ (Robins, 2019) used by police is discredited. A recent report has shown that unregulated experts were being used by the police to save money (Robins, 2019). In the report made by Robins about the situation of forensic science, people put forward the creation of ‘Forensic Science Board’ (Robins, 2019) in order to ty and improve the situation. Lord Patel in the report from House of Commons that was made in 2012 says, ‘The situation we are in can not continue’. As of this statement it had been seven years and the Home Office has not made any progress in giving the legislation, to enable ‘Forensic Science Regulator statutory powers’ (Robins, 2019). 

To conclude the integrity of evidence including but not limited to ballistic, witness accounts, confessions, chemical traces, can prove crucial to a case. Although even if the evidence used in court is of high integrity it can still cause an issue if the court intend to use one piece of evidence, no matter the type or origin, as conclusive to imprison a suspect. This would be an issue as there are different ways a piece of evidence can be present that may be due to innocent reasons. This is why the Police and Criminal Act has become an important piece of stated law, as this states all the regulations the authorities have to follow to increase integrity. There are other stated laws that are important also, however the ones used are the ones that are in conjunction with the case studies used. A brief summery of each of the cases used would be as follows; the Jill Danado case relied on witness general description and one spect of gun residue found a year later which in itself is a very weak piece of evidence as it could of got in the suspects coat jacket from a innocent way. Also issues with the witness testimony was that no one saw the assailant enter the crime scene only leaving and the description given was general. The Birmingham six case relied on forced confessions, although were later proven admissable by the court and the chemical test that were very conflicting. Both of these pieces again have integrity flaws, the confessions were arguable forced due to abuse conflicted on them by the police and the chemical tests done only proved that one maybe two members of the six had traces of nitrite ions, which could have been nitrocellulose from playing cards. For both of the cases the result was that the originally imprisoned suspects were later released after many years as a result of appeal, due to the evidence they were hold with having questionable integrity. Miscarriages in justice like these have lead to changes in legislation and the media have also been involved.  
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