In 200 Words, write the Storytellers Story

The goddess Demeter, in the form of a mortal woman, had been given shelter in the house of Celeus, in return for the nursing of the son of him and Metaniera[footnoteRef:1]. She was at first sad and silent, until the jokes and laughter of the woman Iambe caused to her smile for the first time since the loss of her daughter[footnoteRef:2]. From Metaniera she received a draught of water with mint and grain[footnoteRef:3]. Demeter took the child to nurse, and he was raised as an immortal on ambrosia by day, and by night placed in the fires[footnoteRef:4]. One night, Metaniera came and saw, and was horrified by her son within the flames[footnoteRef:5]. In fury at the intrusion, Demeter cast the child aside[footnoteRef:6], and her true figure was revealed[footnoteRef:7]. When Celeus awoke, he commanded that a temple and altar to Demeter would be built to honour her, as she had commanded[footnoteRef:8]. And from this we have to origin of the Eleusinian Mysteries that worship the great goddess Demeter and the return of her daughter Persephone[footnoteRef:9].  [1:  Homeric Hymn (2.230)]  [2:  Apollodorus (5.1)]  [3:  Homeric Hymn (2.205)]  [4:  Homeric Hymn (2.236a)]  [5:  Homeric Hymn (2.245)]  [6:  Homeric Hymn (2.250)]  [7:  Homeric Hymn (2.275)]  [8:  Homeric Hymn (2.295)]  [9:  Leeming, 2006] 




























In 300 Words, Explain, using Appropriate Evidence, Whether the Story Supports or Subverts Athenian Mores.


The Athenian Mores of the time concerning women, mothers, and daughter are both supported and subverted by this story. One the one hand, this story supports Athenian mores because of its link to the Eleusinian Mysteries. The Eleusinian festival was an important part of the Athenian religious calendar[footnoteRef:10], and that this story is the origin of it, and the source for specific aspects of the festival supports Athenian religious mores. However, men were an important aspect of the festival[footnoteRef:11], which is not reflected as much in the story, which could mean that the story’s lack of any central male ‘heroes’ actually subverts Athenian mores, in that it does not echo the importance and control of men in Athenian life[footnoteRef:12]. Another aspect of the story that subverts Athenian mores is the emphasis on the mother-daughter relationship between Demeter and Kore[footnoteRef:13]. In Athenian culture, women passed from their fathers’ family to their husbands’ family[footnoteRef:14], and the relationship between a mother and a daughter was not necessarily seen as important, especially to men. However, the story focuses on the relationship between Demeter and Kore, and in particular on her feelings of grief and loss when Kore is taken from her[footnoteRef:15]. This does not fit with the Athenian focus on women as wives and the bearers of male heirs. In addition, it goes against the common mythological theme of “tragic girls”[footnoteRef:16], as Persephone is returned to her mother in the end, and does not become the mother to a male hero[footnoteRef:17]. This would be a sign of it subverting Athenian mores, since Persephone is both returned to her mother – whereas women would stay with their husbands’ family – and does not become a mother herself. In conclusion, the story of Demeter and Persephone subverts Athenian Mores to a greater extent than it supports them.  [10:  Hawley and Levick, (1995), p.102]  [11:  Hawley and Levick, (1995), p.102]  [12:  Associated  Teachers (1984), p.154]  [13:  Hawley and Levick, (1995), p.89]  [14:  Pomeroy (1975), p.62 ]  [15:  Homeric Hymn (2.50)]  [16:  Hawley and Levick, (1995), p.90]  [17:  Hawley and Levick, (1995), p.89] 
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