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Teitl eich Traethawd Hir

"These are written so that you may come to believe":  What are the similarities and differences in the role of witness as performed by the Samaritan Woman and Mary Magdalene in the Fourth Gospel?

	Aims and Objectives:

Nodau ac Amcanion
· To evaluate the relationship between gender and testimony in the Gospel of John.

· To carry out a detailed exegesis (Jn 4 and Jn 19-20) in order to understand the nature and function of these characters in the narrative.

· To compare and contrast the characters in their function as witnesses for the author through an exploration of a) their comparative move from misunderstanding to (partial) knowledge and belief and b) their contrasting roles as representatives of outsider and insider in ethnic terms.

· To investigate scholarly interpretations of these characters, especially feminist critical readings,  in order to identify what new light can be shone on their witness
role. 


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
There has been extensive discussion in Johannine studies on the importance of witness and testimony.  From characters such as John the Baptist, through the signs wrought by Jesus to the idea of Jesus’ involvement in a cosmic lawsuit through to God himself, the importance of testimony runs throughout the Gospel.

Much attention has also been given to the role of women in John’s Gospel given that, in contrast to the Synoptic Gospels, John does not include a wide range of female characters.  However, those who do appear in cameo roles – Mary the Mother of Jesus, the Samaritan Women, Martha and Mary of Bethany and Mary Magdalene – are of clear importance.

The aim of this dissertation is to bring together the two strands of a) testimony and b) women in John’s Gospel.  This will begin with an evaluation of the relationship between the issues of testimony and gender both within the Jewish traditions of the period and in John’s perception of this relationship.  Next, through a close textual analysis, I will seek to determine how this plays out in the narrative by comparing and contrasting the Samaritan Women and Mary Magdalene.  Finally I will investigate a range of scholarly interpretations of these two characters, with a particular focus on a range of feminist critical readings, in order to explore what new light can be thrown on the theme of testimony and women in the Gospel.

Methodology:
· An historical and literary analysis of the key passages in question utilising a range of commentaries

· A literary reading to set the witness role of the characters within the wider themes of misunderstanding, witness, insider and outsider in the narrative

· Appropriate reading around scholarly, and particularly a range of feminist critical,  approaches to the two characters

Chapters/Sections:
· Introduction: The theme of witness in the Gospel of John and its relationship with issues of gender

· A close analysis of the characteristics of the Samaritan Woman in the Gospel of John

· A close analysis of the characteristics of Mary Magdalene in the Gospel of John

· A comparative analysis of the Samaritan Woman and Mary Magdalene with reference to their role within the narrative and the function of the role of women in the Gospel of John

· Conclusion
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