[image: ]

MODULE CODE/ COD Y MODIWL: BMSW4003 DIGITAL SKILLS AND RESEARCH METHODS













Contents
Introduction	3
Aim	4
Objectives	4
Research Questions	4
Literature review	5
Research Methodology	6
Sample Size	7
Data Analysis	8
Discussion of Findings	16
Recommendations	17
Conclusion	17
References	18











[bookmark: _Toc49910841]Introduction
Virtual learning environment are considered to be widely used in education, in lots of sector, typically in delivering instructional materials as well as facilitating communication. Virtual learning environment is known to be a web-based software system that is designed in facilitating teaching and learning using different activities and tools (JISC, 2009). Students that make use of a VLE could be set a task to be completed in class or in their own pace, location and time as they contribute to asynchronous and synchronous discussions to assist in developing and improving their learning (Baker 2013). 
Empirical evidences have suggested that using virtual learning environment has great impact on the student achievement as it encourages independent learning as well as increasing student learning motivation (Barker, 2013)
In an online-learning environment, it is necessary that students are able to exercise notes, review lectures, questionnaire, assignments, quizzes as well as other materials to learn as they prepare themselves for examinations and tests pr developing projects on specific subjects. Majority of educators currently make use of blended approach of learning as they ensure combining in-class activities with learning management support system to be a supplement to usual classroom-based approach. The basis and benefit in making use of VLE could be seen to be a positive action and practices from diverse studies (Entwistle, 2013)
Formation of small groups the engage with one another through a Visual learning environment could make the people feel less embraced as well as encouraging them in sharing ideas (Clayton, 2007). Teachers or tutors could come up with guidance to initiate discussions online as well as supplying initial argument in motivating students to get them involved actively in the visual learning environment (Ashby & Broughan, 2012)
[bookmark: _Toc49910842]Aim 
The research aims at identifying the impact of Virtual learning environment learning module on University of Wales Trinity Saint David London campus on their learning experience. 
[bookmark: _Toc49910843]Objectives 
· To examine the impact of Virtual Learning Environment on the learning experience of students
· To identify the benefits of Virtual Learning Environment of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London campus students.
· To ascertain the relationship between Virtual learning environment and student performances.
[bookmark: _Toc49910844]Research Questions
· What are the impacts of Virtual Learning Environment on the learning experience of students?
· What are the benefits of Virtual Learning Environment of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London campus students?
· What is he relationship between Virtual learning environment and student performances?


[bookmark: _Toc49910845]Literature review
It is not easy to state or define exactly the time at which Virtual learning environment has been in use. The United Kingdom Open University has been making use of computers to learn since the 70s. it is possible in determining skills which are crucial in effective and efficient online communication or dialogue, to express oneself fluently, understanding and receiving the main meaning of a particular message, compiling messages and improving others, making enquiries for positive wondering and better understanding (Toth, 2010). Virtual Learning Environment are known to be widely made use of by teachers as they ensure uploading different learning materials as this in-turns is used to share materials for learning as well as being used among the learners for discussion (Means, et al, 2009). 
VLE as well permits the teacher in setting up learning resources online, creating tests as well as to connect the resources, this as well permits the teachers in setting up discussions online as well as to monitor the participation of students. 
Virtual learning environment as well offers the facility in creating blogs, reviewing materials of teaching, using email as well as other learning and teaching activities (Black, et al, 2008).
One of the basic benefits of Virtual Learning Environment is that it permits the student and educators in seeing, literally, the functions and activities which the student carry out in assisting their learning that are usually visible to everyone in the usual classroom learning (Clayton, 2007). 
As this learning means is online and considered visible to the teachers that are outside the classroom, this makes VLE to be useful as it permits the teachers in tracking the activities of the students as well as interpreting the activities with a manner and view to better understand the students and to support them better in their tasks. The student’s activities and approaches that are considered online could be observed from diverse points of view as the teacher is able to logon to see the activities of the students based on their attendance, assignment and class tests (Piccoli, et al, 2011).
The teacher’s engagement with VLE as well as a better understanding of the behavior of the students as they make use of the VLE based on their attendance, contribution and responses to assignments given (Entwistle, 2013).
As soon as the teachers are able to better understand the student online behavior, then the teacher could be able to design individualized materials of learning which will better help the learners as they learn and to ensure improving their performances (Robertson & Klotz, 2012).  

[bookmark: _Toc49910846]Research Methodology
The research considered making use of primary and secondary data. The primary data are considered to be data gathered using different means like personal observation, questionnaire, survey and so on. For this research, the use of questionnaire was considered as a well-structured questionnaire was shared among the students to be able to know the impact of Virtual Learning Environment on the students. 
Secondary data on the other hand involves the consideration of past researches, online sources, books and so on. For this research, the use of past researches was considered.
[bookmark: _Toc49910847]Sample Size
This is known to be the total number of respondents that were considered for the study. As a result of the pandemic and inability to reach students, 10 students were considered for the study and the information that was collected and gathered from the students online was considered for the basis of the research through the use of questionnaire. 














[bookmark: _Toc49910848]Data Analysis
This section analysis the information gathered from the 10 students that were sent the questionnaire and information gathered from them has been analyzed below:
1. Gender 
	
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Male 
	4
	40

	Female 
	6
	60

	Total
	10
	100


[bookmark: _Hlk49909788]Table 1 implies 40% of the students were male while 60% were female. The chart below is the representation of the table above.


2. Are you satisfied with the use of the Virtual Learning Environment?
	
	Frequency 
	percentage

	Yes 
	2
	20

	No
	6
	60

	Maybe 
	2
	20

	Total
	10
	100


[bookmark: _Hlk49909811]Table 2 implies 20% of the students were satisfied with the use of VLE. 60% were not satisfied while 20% did not decide. The chart below is the representation of the table above.

3. The opportunity to learn using moodles encourages me to learn independently?
	
	Frequency
	Percentage 

	Agreed
	3
	30

	Strongly Agreed
	1 
	10

	Undecided 
	2
	20

	Disagreed
	3
	30

	Strongly Disagreed
	1
	10

	Total
	10
	100


[bookmark: _Hlk49909829]Table 3 implies that 30% of the student agreed that the opportunity to learn using moodles encourages them to learn independently, 10% strongly agreed, 20% undecided, 30% disagreed. The chart below is the representation of the table above.

4. The use of the VLE encourages me to talk to other students?
	
	Frequency
	Percentage 

	Agreed
	3
	30

	Strongly Agreed
	1 
	10

	Undecided 
	2
	20

	Disagreed
	3
	30

	Strongly Disagreed
	1
	10

	Total
	10
	100


[bookmark: _Hlk49909845]Table 4 implies that 30% of the student agreed that the use of the VLE encourages me to talk to other students, 10% strongly agreed, 20% undecided, 30% disagreed. The chart below is the representation of the table above.

5. VLE has positive impact on my ability and effectiveness?
	
	Frequency
	Percentage 

	Agreed
	3
	30

	Strongly Agreed
	2 
	20

	Undecided 
	2
	20

	Disagreed
	2
	20

	Strongly Disagreed
	1
	10

	Total
	10
	100


[bookmark: _Hlk49909862]Table 5 implies 30% of the student agreed that VLE has positive impact on their ability and effectiveness, 20% strongly agreed, 20% undecided, 20% disagreed while 10% strongly disagreed. The chart below is the representation of the table above

6. VLE improves my learning quality?
	
	Frequency
	Percentage 

	Agreed
	3
	30

	Strongly Agreed
	1 
	10

	Undecided 
	2
	20

	Disagreed
	3
	30

	Strongly Disagreed
	1
	10

	Total
	10
	100


[bookmark: _Hlk49909874]Table 6 implies that 30% of the student agreed that VLE improves their learning quality, 10% strongly agreed, 20% undecided, 30% disagreed. The chart below is the representation of the table above

7. Rate your performance with the use of VLE
	
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Excellent 
	1
	10

	Good 
	5
	60

	Fair 
	3
	20

	poor
	1
	10

	Total 
	101
	100


[bookmark: _Hlk49909891]Table 7 implies that 10% of the student rated their performances with the use of VLE excellent, 50% rated good, 30% rated fair while 10% rated poor. The chart below is the representation of the table above

8. I prefer VLE learning than the traditional class teaching?
	
	Frequency
	Percentage 

	Agreed
	3
	30

	Strongly Agreed
	1
	10

	Undecided 
	2
	20

	Disagreed
	3
	30

	Strongly Disagreed
	1
	10

	Total
	10
	100


[bookmark: _Hlk49909916]Table 8 implies 30% of the students agreed they prefer VLE learning than the traditional class teaching, 10% strongly agreed, 20% undecided, 30% disagreed while 10% strongly disagreed. The chart below is the representation of the table above

9. Do you think VLE gives solid extensive knowledge compared to the usual traditional learning?
	
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes 
	5
	50

	No
	3
	30

	Maybe 
	2
	20

	Total
	10
	100


[bookmark: _Hlk49909927]Table 9 implies 50% of the student stated Yes that they think VLE gives solid extensive knowledge compared to the usual traditional learning, 30% stated No, while 20% stated Maybe. The chart below is the representation of the table above


[bookmark: _Toc49910849]Discussion of Findings 
The analysis above made showed that 40% of the students were male while 60% were female. 20% of the students were satisfied with the use of VLE. 60% were not satisfied while 20% did not decide. 30% of the student agreed that the opportunity to learn using moodles encourages them to learn independently, 10% strongly agreed, 20% undecided, 30% disagreed. 30% of the student agreed that the use of the VLE encourages me to talk to other students, 10% strongly agreed, 20% undecided, 30% disagreed. 30% of the student agreed that VLE has positive impact on their ability and effectiveness, 20% strongly agreed, 20% undecided, 20% disagreed while 10% strongly disagreed. that 30% of the student agreed that VLE improves their learning quality, 10% strongly agreed, 20% undecided, 30% disagreed. 10% of the student rated their performances with the use of VLE excellent, 50% rated good, 30% rated fair while 10% rated poor. 30% of the students agreed they prefer VLE learning than the traditional class teaching, 10% strongly agreed, 20% undecided, 30% disagreed while 10% strongly disagreed. 50% of the student stated Yes that they think VLE gives solid extensive knowledge compared to the usual traditional learning, 30% stated No, while 20% stated Maybe.
[bookmark: _Toc49910850]Recommendations
Based on the analysis above, it could be recommended that better and more developed pattern of VLE is created for better learning as majority of the student prefers the traditional classroom method of learning. It is necessary that the students are encouraged to get familiar with VLE and to come up with better application that could make student feel like they are in the classroom and make them learn better.  
[bookmark: _Toc49910851]Conclusion
Virtual learning environment has been considered to be widely used in education, in lots of sector, typically in delivering instructional materials as well as facilitating communication. Virtual learning environment is known to be a web-based software system that is designed in facilitating teaching and learning using different activities and tools. Students that make use of a VLE could be set a task to be completed in class or in their own pace, location and time as they contribute to asynchronous and synchronous discussions to assist in developing and improving their learning
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