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The study I carried out was to explore how the current world pandemic ( coved-19) was affecting farmers and their communities, I carried out this study in west cork ,Ireland. During this study I was under lockdown, a lockdown that was put in place by the government to restrict our contact with those outside of our households, this was one of the largest restrictions that I faced when carrying out my research, I also had restrictions of my own that meant that I could not go outside into areas that meant I would have came into contact with if I did not have a face mask on and latex gloves. This made my research with was about other people more challenging have adaptable. This did however mean my view on the research question was tainted, however I have spent the lockdown in my family farm that meant that I had a first hand view on the situation and access to family members  who it had also effected with in the farming community. Farming is considered one of the key focal points in food production, without it many people would go hungry ,shops would be empty and business closed down. During my reacher I wanted to capture the true image of how farmers have been affected , if it meant that they remained the same as they were before the pandemic or if it had hindered them in their day to day lives. I believe that this was a thematic study carried out during a world pandemic, I followed the ASA ethics guidelines . Throughout this period there has been many challenging times, and many uncertain times. 

The minority of this essay was carried out on the internet, over FaceTime and on the phone, this meant that I could stick to he government guidelines and keep both myself and the participants safe during this challenging and uncertain time. This was a net-nography ( a study on the internet) . One of my participants is a farmer himself and is self employed with a house building business, his mother is also a farmer and owns a organic farm. When interviewing the two of them I carried out my interviews over FaceTime and on the phone, when on the phone I found it incredibly hard to gauge how the truly felt , without there hand gestures, facial expressions , this meant I only had their tone of voice to rely on. Due to this we used FaceTime and it proved a lot more success. By interviewing these two participants it allowed me to look into a very different branch of farming, they are a organic small holding with only a few livestock and sheep. I used my own experience on my family farming as a comparison to this as we a mid-range sized farm with 200 + acres. I further used what I had heard on the news and read in the newspapers about how the large scale dairy and sheep famers where effect, as they had the most to start with and were the least effected. I found that with only a few weeks to carry out my study I was under a time limit and along side this with the restrictions I felt that I was unable to carry out the research to its fullest potential. I made sure that throughout my study I followed the guidelines and that my participants also followed the guidelines, I felt that during this time I had a great insight into the affects on how Covid-19 was affixing the farming community, due to my first hand experience. This meant that I could carry out research on my family farm , and stay safe . 

Due to the governments restrictions that were put in place at the start of the pandemic I found that , heavy restrictions were held over the farming community’s. the IFA ( Irish famers association) made updates on the situation on their website and through newsletters in the post, their were restrictions on how the vet carried out checks on the livestock , on of the largest that was effected was the TB tests on the cattle, this restriction meant that cattle weren’t allowed to be tested at the start of the lockdown period and later they were however the farmer had to heard the cattle into an enclosed area and then stand back and we’ll clear while the vet carried out the test. There was also a restriction out in place on the building of animal and or machinery sheds. This meant that despite many famers who had second jobs now being at home on the farm for months they could not carry out one of the jobs that they would not have time for when not in lockdown. The overall biases of this study was to evaluate how the governments restrictions changed the lives in an effecting way to the farming community.I found that those famers who ran large scale farms ( dairy and sheep) were the least effected by the pandemic and the restrictions, I further found that the smaller scale farms were the ones that were more affected by the pandemic, and in ways that I myself had not expected or thought of . Many of the restrictions have meant that it was the family’s of the farmers that were more affected by the restrictions, however it dose meant that the farmers themselves were able to carry out jobs that they wouldn’t have the time for other wise . 

The farming community is a very large and close knit community, it was at this challenging time that is was felt and missed. Many famers and farms rely on the help from there neighbours and fellow farms at certain times of year, on of which is lambing season. This is a crucial time of year for farmers and there financial gain, without the help form fellow farmers this time of year is near impossible. If requires many hands to look after the lambs and ewes at this time. Then later on in the season when it is time to cut the wool this is a job that only few have the skills for and many famers have to pay people to come in and help with it, in this case over the period of the pandemic me and my family on allowed brion and his mother Yvonne to help and the same with them we were the only other family they allowed to help. This was a measure we took that allowed us to have the help we needed but also allowed us to monitor and know who they had been in contact with and meant that we are still safe and so were thy from the virus. My father is one of only a hand full in the area that can sheer sheep to a sellable standard, this meant that he was called out to famers that if the virus was not a thing he wouldn’t have been to help, when he got to the famers he did not make contact with the farmer and he was alone when sheering , this was to limit his contact with other famers. 

Over the course of my research I found that there were many things that outside of the farming community would not be considered a largely affecting factor, however to famers it was. One was that you were not allowed to travel more than 2km from your home, however in the farming  community were there is livestock to be sold and livestock to be feed, this was not possible.  It was then made that those who had some form of identification to say there they owned livestock where allowed to travel as far as they need to carry out there jobs in the farming community. An example of this is myself and my father traveled to Belfast ( at the other end of the country) to collected a prize winning bull we had bought. An affect that I didn’t think of was how the current pandemic would after those around the famers and the famers them selfs emotionaly, throughout the study I found that many family’s were the closeness they had with friends and neighbors but mostly with there family’s that they could not visit during this time. The farming community is a very close knit and reliant one , it was during this time that I felt in many ways the community came closer, despite them not being able to help each other with farming they spoke more over the phone. They also made a huge effort to help those in the community that could not survive on there own, they helped with shopping and  things that allowed those in the community that were of a higher risk to stay indoors and stay safe. 

In conclusion, I believe that those who are farming on any other scale other than large dairy and sheep farmers, where hugely affected. I felt that those in the community still went about their daily lives as before , they just had to adapted to it , and change. The family’s of the famers felt a strain on their relationships with others as they could not have the closeness as they did before. Throughout the pandemic lockdown period the government made more and more restrictions, that hindered famers , it was then always adapted to allow the famers to go on as they were with some slight restrictions such as a 2meter distance from an other person or to were a face mask when in close contact with others outside of your family group. Furthermore I believe that is research could be taken further and on to a larger scale, in order to help those farms that were struggling before the pandemic and to now help those who will be struggling due to the affects of the pandemic. I believe with more time and further recourse this study could have a true and clear perspective on how the farming community was truly affected by the pandemic. Farming was moved from the usual and traditional way of things to a more adapted approach. Overall I believe that the farming community was affected , however it adapted fast and sufficiently to make sure that it could continue doing what it always has. Over this period it has been recognised by governments that the farming community is essential and one of the most needed community in the food chain and in the world of industry.with many governments giving grants and funds to famers affected . This research could be taken further however the research I have done up to now allows a great insight in to how the farming community was affected and also allows us to see a starting point for further research. 
