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Critically discuss barriers to engagement in education for children in one country. Take a global perspective and refer to local and global policies. Compare your findings to the situation for children in the U.K.
This essay will briefly explain the definition of global education and some of the organisations and policies that support it. The focus will be on the country of Haiti, giving some background history, barriers to engagement in education for children and how Haiti is overcoming some of these barriers. It will conclude with a comparison of Haiti to the U.K.
Global education is when people learn to understand the links between their own lives and those of other people across the world. Hicks (2009) explains that ‘It is concerned with both ‘learner-centred education’ as well as the important role that education can play to help create a more just and equitable society’. The Earth Summit in 2002 highlighted the critical concerns of the environment and of the development which needs to be undertaken. Hicks (2009) describes that ‘these concerns have global, national and local dimensions to which education has a crucial role to play, in creating awareness’. Global education is when both present and future generations are educated about their rights and responsibilities.
There are many International organisations that are helping to overcome some of the barriers that face global education. Education for All (EFA) (UNESDOC, 2000) is a global movement led by UNESCO whose strategy was to ensure the basic learning needs of all children, youths and adults were met within a generation. Adopted by the Dakar Framework in 2000, the EFA goals also contribute to two of the eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) (UN, 2015) which were Universal Education and Gender Equality. Following an historic UN Conference on Sustainable Development in Brazil in 2012, Member States all agreed on a proposal to develop a set of Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) to build upon the success of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) (UN, 2018). This culminated in 2015 with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which was adopted by 193 countries and which contained the 17 new Sustainable Development Goals. These goals will apply to all countries and “recognize that ending poverty must go ‘hand-in-hand with strategies that build economic growth and a range of social needs including education” (UN, 2018). The SDG for education states that ‘Obtaining a quality education is the foundation to creating sustainable development’ (UN, 2018a). The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) sets out the “civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights of every child, regardless of their race, religion or abilities” (UNICEF, 1990). It is a legally binding international agreement that 194 countries have signed up to. It contains 54 articles, or rights, that all children and young people across the world are entitled to. The articles include rights about survival, protection and participation.
This essay will now focus on the country of Haiti and the barriers faced by children and young people to education. The French took Haiti from the Spanish in 1697 and created a colony, this colony was based on forestry and sugar and became one of the wealthiest in the Caribbean providing 60 percent of the world’s coffee and 40 percent of sugar imports to England (Easterly, 2006). Unfortunately, to achieve this wealth, there was a mass importation of African slaves and huge environmental degradation. After a slave revolt and a long struggle Haiti finally declared independence in 1804 (World Fact Book, 2018). Illiteracy and powerlessness condemned Haiti to underdevelopment and from 1957 onwards the Duvalier family helped to make the country ‘one of the world’s most undemocratic, corrupt, violent and unstable governments in the world’ (Easterly, 2006, p. 130). The Duvalier family, with father and son Presidents better known as ‘Papa Doc’ and ‘Baby Doc’, were responsible for corrupt politics and bad economics. During his presidency from 1971 to 1986, Baby Doc ‘misappropriated’ more than $504 million from public monies and incurred debts to the International Monetary Fund (IMF, 2019) and The World bank (2019) of $844 million (Abrams, 2014). Haitian people have been forced to repay these debts for decades which has crippled the economy and largely contributed to mass poverty (Easterly, 2006).
Located in the Caribbean, Haiti is a small country, nine times smaller than the United Kingdom with a population of 10.6 million compared to the U.K.s 64.4 million. It is currently recognised as the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere and the 6th poorest country in the world (Focus Economics, 2018). Haiti’s languages include French and Creole and religion consists mainly of Roman Catholics’ and Protestants. The average life expectancy is 64 years compared with 81 years in the United Kingdom (World Fact Book, 2018). The cost of living is 7.4 percent cheaper in the United Kingdom than in Haiti, for example; a person in Haiti would pay 83 percent more for groceries such as bread and milk, 74 percent more for transportation costs such as fuel and transport passes and 25 percent more for housing costs including internet connections than a person would in Britain (World Fact Book, 2018). In Haiti they pay 85 percent less in private school fees than in the United Kingdom, however, according to the World Bank (2018) in the United Kingdom we have the option of a free state education whereas in Haiti 90 percent of schools are private. It should also be noted, that the household disposable income in the United Kingdom was £6,502 per annum in 2018, whilst in Haiti it was only £665 per annum (World Fact Book, 2018).
One of the major barriers to education in Haiti is undoubtedly the vulnerability to diverse natural disasters such as floods, hurricanes and earthquakes. The country lies on  a geological fault line which means Haiti suffers more natural disasters than most other Caribbean nations. In 2010, a huge earthquake struck Haiti causing 300,000 deaths. In total 3 million people were affected by the quake which is one third of the country’s total population (Britannica, 2019). Conditions were horrendous as hospitals had been destroyed, millions of buildings and homes had been demolished and water pipes and sanitation systems were left ruined. An outbreak of Cholera led to a further 10,000 people dying and a further 770,000 becoming ill. (Britannica, 2019) In 2016 Haiti was struck by hurricane Matthew, which caused substantial flooding, landslides and the devastation of infrastructures, crops and natural ecosystems (HRW, 2018). 175,500 people became displaced and had to seek refuge in temporary shelters. The hurricane significantly impacted access to education by damaging 1,633 schools, which led to 450,000 children being out of school (World Bank, 2017). The Hurricane, caused widespread devastation and political instability, which impeded the Haitian government’s ability to meet the basic needs of its people. A year later, in September 2017, there were still 38,000 people living in displacement camps, waiting for the authorities to assist them. The poorest communities continued to face widespread pollution, restricted access to drinking water and sanitation and almost one-third of these people were living with food insecurity, because of  the ongoing drought which affected much of the country (HRW, 2018). Children living in Haiti were deprived of their basic needs and rights. Maslow (McLeod, 2018) suggests in the Hierarchy of Needs Theory, that the most basic needs are Physiological needs, which are biological requirements for human survival, for example, air, food, water and shelter. He considered these the most important needs, as all other needs become secondary unless these needs are satisfied. Children in Haiti were left without proper drinking water, sanitation, food and homes, having to live in basic shelters in makeshift camps (HRW, 2018). The UNCRC (UNICEF, 1990) states in Article 24 that ‘Children have the right to clean water, food, clean environment and healthcare’, which is supposed to be a legally binding agreement.
The use of child workers is widespread and deeply rooted in Haitian culture. The workers, known as ‘restavèks’ are mostly girls (European Parliament, 2018) and are sent from poor, rural families to live with wealthier urban families, in the hope that they will be sent to school and looked after, in return for performing household duties. (HRW, 2018). Approximately 300,000 children work as restavèks (HRW, 2018), they are often not paid, not sent to school and are particularly vulnerable to sexual abuse and rape (European Parliament, 2018). These children are being denied their basic safety needs as suggested by Maslow (McLeod, 2018) and also their rights, as stated in Article 19, ‘the right to be protected from violence, abuse and neglect’ (UNICEF, 1990) The occurrence of ‘restavèk’ workers is also contributing to many Haitian children being trafficked to the neighbouring Dominican Republic, leading to Haiti being ranked second in the Global Slavery Index (2018) for the Americas. Article 35 of the UNCRC states that ‘children have the right not to be trafficked’ (UNICEF, 1990). The European Parliament (2018) has called for the Haitian authorities to address the laws currently in place for the protection of children. A law on labour does not address child labour at all and the law on child protection, which forbids all forms of abuse against children, allows children to be used as restavèks. Most children in Haiti are not registered at birth or given a birth certificate, this makes it very difficult to keep track of them. 
Illiteracy is another major problem in Haiti. Fifty per cent of all Haitians aged 15 plus are illiterate (UNDP, 2016) and the quality of education is very poor. 85 percent of schools are run by private groups that demand fees, which are excessively expensive for low income families, leading to more than 500,000 children and young adults remaining out of primary and secondary school (HRW, 2018). According to the Education Policy and Data Centre (EPDC, 2018) 28 percent of children from disadvantaged backgrounds in Haiti are not in education compared with only 1 percent (Hopwood et. al, 2017) of children from all backgrounds, in the United Kingdom. Overall 17% of children of primary school age are out of school in Haiti (EPDC, 2018). The cost of education is preventing many children their right to an education as agreed to in Article 28 of the 
UNCRC (UNICEF, 1990). 
Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere with over 6 million people, more than half the population, living below the poverty line (World Bank, 2017). According to the Borgen Project (2017) whose aim is to eradicate extreme poverty, there are 100,000 children under the age of five in Haiti who are malnourished, half of all Haitians do not have access to drinking water and only 50 percent of children of secondary school age, attend school, leading to high unemployment in adult life. Although some of the poverty has been caused by the natural disasters, the UN (2018) believe that education is the crucial Sustainable Development Goal that will allow numerous other goals to be achieved. ‘When people are able to get quality education they can break from the cycle of poverty’ (UN, 2018a). 
Haiti was making significant progress in achieving the majority of the Eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in 2013, which included halving extreme poverty rates and providing universal primary education by 2015. Haiti had successfully boosted the rate of enrolment in primary education from 47 percent in 1993 up to 88 percent in 2011, and achieved an equal gender participation in education (UNDP, 2013). However, although there are no precise figures of the impact the 2010 earthquake and subsequent hurricanes had on Haiti achieving the goals, it is almost certain that they had a detrimental effect (IMF, 2014). Since the 2010 earthquake, the loss of schools, teachers and staff have all contributed to tremendous challenges faced by Haiti’s education sector. There are not enough free education spaces for children to enrol in schools, as 80 percent of primary schools in Haiti are private and poor families could not afford even the lowest cost tuition. In 2011 the Government of Haiti’s Ministry of National Education and Vocational Training (MENFP) introduced a sector-wide plan, ‘The Education for All - Project for Haiti’ (World Bank, 2017). The objectives were to ‘improve the accessibility and quality of schools’ and to ‘support the enrolment of students in non-public primary schools’ and to ‘strengthen the management of Haiti’s primary education sector’. The project also intended to support pre-service and in-service teacher training. The World Bank informs us that by ‘2016 over 3,500 student-teachers benefited from accelerated pre-service teacher training resulting in 3,750 additional qualified primary school teachers’. The project also aimed to improve access to primary education with the ‘Tuition Waiver Program’ and by 2016 had actually waivered 430,000 tuition fees for children from disadvantaged families so they could attend school, free of charge (World Bank, 2017), ultimately raising enrolment rates from 78 percent to 90 percent. The Global Partnership to Education (2018) awarded Haiti a grant of $24 million for a school lunch program and 34,000 students were targeted in poor areas and given a free lunch if they attended school. 
In 2016 The UN improved its partnership with Haiti’s Government and its commitment to achieve the SDGs which included improving access to drinking water, sanitation and healthcare. These improvements should help lead to a zero transmission of cholera which is still an issue in Haiti (USAID, 2017). USAID (2017) is supporting the Government of Haiti’s education efforts to improve quality and access to education for Haitians. It is directly supporting 420 schools in improving reading and writing in Primary aged children and is also training teachers. USAID (2017) involves communities through outreach and partnership programmes. By 2017, Haiti had made modest progress in attempts to eradicate the worst forms of child labour by employing 100 officers to help combat human trafficking. In addition, Haiti’s Government has a new program to combat exploitative domestic work within main cities and the capital, but still ‘lacks a clear, easily applicable minimum age for domestic work’ (USDOL, 2017).
[bookmark: _GoBack]On the 3 November 2017, a meeting between Haiti’s Government and the United Nations took place to discuss their continued partnership in achieving the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This included discussions on how to supply drinking water and better sanitation systems, a new approach was also announced to eliminate the transmission of cholera. According to last DINEPA (2017) data, 72% of Haitian population still does not have access to adequate sanitation and 42% has not yet adequate access to drinking water. Health care services are poor and access to it is limited. During the meeting, the UN Deputy Secretary General stressed that “addressing the root causes of cholera in Haiti is critical to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals” (SDGs).
In conclusion, it is clear that Haitian people are stuck in a negative cycle of deprivation that is out of their control. The Government is not abiding by global policies such as the UNCRC (UNICEF, 1990) and failing to satisfy basic needs such as drinking water and sanitation and not providing free quality education. This in turn leads to children not attending school as their parents cannot afford it and so received little or no education. The parents send their children to work in unsafe conditions for little or no pay. As the children become adults, they are often illiterate and struggle to find paid employment. Natural disasters such as hurricanes, flooding and earthquakes cause damage to their homes, livestock and crops and so the cycle continues. Haiti has struggled with development more than most countries. Over the past 200 years, Haiti has endured numerous foreign interventions, unremitting political instability, and multiple natural disasters, which have ultimately led Haiti to becoming the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere (World Bank, 2017). According to the UN (2015), although Haiti saw a rise in growth in 2014, the growth is slowing and will not be sufficient for Haiti to achieve its goal of becoming an emerging economy by 2030. The World Bank (2017) goes on to advise that key priorities should include maintaining the stability of the economic environment, supporting the creation of more jobs, improving education systems and building resilience to natural disasters, poor investments and violence. 
Is it possible that the UN is just too big an organisation that it has now become ineffective? As it is answerable to 191 member states, all of who have very different agendas, some of whom are undemocratic, the UN has a problem of multi-principals (Easterly, 2006). The UN does not actually represent anyone in particularly so no one is paying attention to what it does. For example, although the U.K. Government ratified the UNCRC in 1991, the courts of law do not have to legally follow it. The U.K. make a distinction between international law and domestic law and the UNCRC is an International law (CYPCS, 2019). In the U.K. all children have access to clean drinking water and good sanitation systems. All children are entitled to and receive a free, quality education, that lasts until they are young adults. The U.K. does not suffer from extreme natural disasters such as hurricanes and earthquakes and there is a good Government in power. However, according to data from The Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF, 2019), 42 percent of children in large families are classed as living in poverty in 2017, and 25 percent for single child families, even though the U.K. economy is stable and provides benefits for low income families. Research conducted by the UK Home Office in 2014 estimated that there are ‘between 10,000 to 13,000 potential victims of modern slavery’ within the U.K. and the Global Slavery Index (2018) reports that there were 2232 cases of child slavery in the U.K. in 2017.
The U.K. may have a cheaper and more stable economy, free education for all children and better living conditions, than Haiti, but The U.K., like Haiti, is struggling to reach its commitments to the Sustainable Development Goals.
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