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BOOK BIOGRAPHY LIBRARY PROJECT

The book chosen has the class-mark PHI 04163 and comes from the collection given to Saint David’s College by Thomas Phillips, sometime after 1834. Thomas Phillips was a surgeon in the East India Company and during his travels he collected many books that he later gifted to help educate those who could not afford to educate themselves. Twenty-one thousand five hundred books and six scholarships were bequeathed to Saint David’s College Lampeter where students are still enjoying studying them today.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  UWTSD, Thomas Phillips Exhibition, Biography of Thomas Phillips, https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/rbla/online-exhibitions/thomas-phillips-exhibition/biography-of-thomas-phillips/ accessed 20/04/2018.] 


The book appears to be a religious treatise with the title:

[bookmark: _Hlk510440153]A | DEFENCE | OF Reveal’d Religion | AGAINST | The EXCEPTIONS of a late Writer, | in his Book, Intituled, | Chriʃtianity as Old as the Creation, &c. | By JOHN CONYBEARE, D.D. | Rector of Exeter-College in OXFORD. | Nunc parvulos nobis dedit igniculos, quos celeriter malis moribus | opinionibuʃque depravati ʃic reʃtinguimus, ut nuʃquam naturæ | lumen appareat: Sunt enim ingeniis noʃtris femina innata vir- | tutum; quæ ʃi adoleʃcere liceret, ipʃa nos ad beatam vitam | natura perduceret. Nunc autem, ʃimul atque editi in lucem | & | ʃuʃcepti | ʃumus, in omni continuò pravitate, & in ʃummâ | opinionum perverʃitate verʃamur: ut pene cum lacte nutricis | errorem ʃuxiʃʃe videamur. | Cicer. Diʃp. Tuʃcul. Ed. Dav. Cant. 1723. p.166. | [rule] | The SECOND EDITION. | [rule] | LONDON | Printed for S.WILMOT, Bookʃeller in Oxford: | And Sold by JAMES and JOHN KNAPTON, R. KNAPLOCK, | W. INNYS, T. ASTLEY, J. CROWNFIELD, in St. Paul’s Church - | yard; J. BATTLEY, C. HITCH, in Pater-noʃter Row; S. BIRT | in Ave Marie Lane; R.WILLIAMSON, and T.OSBORN, near | Grays-Inn, Bookʃellers in London.M.DCC.XXXII. |


The pastedown of the book is plain and appears to have been made of the same paper as the main content. On the pastedown is a Saint David’s College ownership label which places the book in the Thomas Phillips collection and reads, COLLEGIO| SANCTI DAVIDIS,| APUD LLANBEDR IN COMITATU CERETICO,| THOMAS PHILLIPS,| D.D.D.| DE BRUNSWICK SQUARE APUD LONDINENSES, ARMIGER,| 1846. There is also a collection number, PHI 04163, plus the numbers 106C 83D and 12211, one of which may be the Accessions number.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Roderic Bowen Archive Catalogue, GB1953 UA/L/1/1/A/2  http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/media/uwtsd-website/content-assets/documents/library-and-learning-resources/roderic-bowen/Library-Archive-Catalogue.pdf accessed 23/04/2018.] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]The book has an octavo format and measures approximately 6 inches by nine inches. Its collation format is: Blank⁴, B-Z⁴, Aa-Hh⁴, Blank², which is set out as four blank pages, title page, four pages of a letter to the Lord Bishop of London from the author, the text and five pages of bookseller’s adverts at the back of the book. It is in good condition and all the pages are complete. Pagination begins at 1 and ends at 467, using the western Arabic numeric system. On every folio page the last word on the page is the first of the next page which is known as the catch word.

The paper of the book would probably have been made from wood pulp, which had overtaken rag paper by the eighteenth century, and has been carefully cut by the bookseller. The Book is fully bound in calf skin which has been coloured in oak bark stain with a dark walnut centre oblong and spattered walnut outer margin. It is decorated in the English ‘Cambridge panel’ binding with a straight filleted outer panel edge and a decorative edge to the middle and centre panels. The outer edges of the middle panel have a decorative centre while the edges of the book have also been decorated using a decorative fillet tool.

The for edge of the book is plain and has been treated with red ink spatters. The spine has five raised leather bands plus damaged head and tail bands. Each compartment has been decorated with gold or gilt and has a central decoration inside a double pallet line. The second compartment holds the title label which is also decorated in gold/gilt. At the back of the book there is a tear that has been repaired using the original piece of leather.

The Book is dedicated to EDMUND LORD BISHOP of LONDON and the dedication page has a headpiece, which depicts a woman/goddess being worshipped by two cherubs, encompassed by foliage, cornucopia, birds and animals. The text on this page starts with a decorated initial, surrounded by foliage and two birds, possibly a woodcut.

The Book was written in the late eighteenth century which is at the beginning of the enlightenment period when views on religion were changing. John Conybeare, the author, who at the time of writing was the rector of Exeter College Oxford and later became Bishop of Bristol,[footnoteRef:3] is writing a treatise in answer to deist philosopher, Matthew Tindall’s, anti revealed religion tracts. In his tracts Tindall denied established religion’s belief that man can communicate with God, as he is supernatural, experience of his existence, according to Tindall, was through nature and reason.[footnoteRef:4] Edmund Gibson, Bishop of London and Conybeare were both prolific writers and exponents of revealed religion.[footnoteRef:5] [3:  S. Taylor, ed., From Cranmer to Davidson: A Church of England Miscellany (Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 2002), p224.]  [4:  S. Lalor, Matthew Tindall, Freethinker: An Eighteenth-Century Assault on Religion (London: Continuum, 2006), p115.]  [5:  E. Gibson, Directions Given by Edmund, Lord Bishop of London, to the Clergy of his Diocese (London: S. Buckley, 1724).] 


At the front of the book is a handwritten name, Thomas Milway and a date which could possibly be December 18th, 1732/4, there are also some letters and numbers underneath which is impossible to interpret without further resources. Could Thomas Milway be the Baptist Minister of Haverhill Suffolk who was an anti-trinitarian, and enlightenment thinker, preaching in east Anglia at the time of Conybeare and Tindall’s writings?[footnoteRef:6] [6:  The Baptist Magazine for 1824, vol. XVI (London: J. Barfield, 1824).] 


There is another signature on the title page of the book which appears to be that of Cayward, it is impossible to decipher the initials before the surname and there is no way of knowing who this person is, but it can probably be assumed that they at one time owned the book.

S.Wilmot the bookseller in Oxford who sold the books for Conybeare was a well known seller of religious material and university treatises, there is a list of a number of similar books at the back of the project book.
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