Blackpool Tourism Tax (Against)
· Huge staycation location from the COVID-19 pandemic (VisitBlackpool, 2022)
· More expensive country to live in on top of VAT and bed tax (Parkinson, 2020)
· Relieves “Stress” and “Pressure” on local budgets (Gazette reporter, 2020)
· More burden on small businesses (Gazette reporter, 2020)
· Higher VAT than the rest of Europe (Parkinson, 2020)
· In France and Germany it has 7% tax (13% less than the UK) while Spain and Italy have half of UK VAT at 10% (RideRater, 2013)
· Tourism tax may work in other European cities due to international tourists (Parkinson, 2020)
· Makes Staycations more expensive on top of inflation and VAT (RideRater, 2013)
· To extend the tax to all “hotels” (including Bed and Breakfasts, guest houses, etc.) will drive them out of business (Parkinson, 2020)
· In 2013, Pleasure Beach (One of Blackpool’s largest attractions) called for a decrease in VAT (from 20% to 5% since it affects tourism (RideRater, 2013)
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