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National requirements on respecting children’s rights   
This paper is set out to give clear guidelines on the importance of respecting the voice of the child when a child enters the country as a refugee and the national legislation that support them.

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNICEF, No Date) is an international agreement setting out the rights of children. The UNCRC is a list of rights that all children and young people, everywhere in the world have. It can be used to provide powerful framework to help articulate a school’s ethos and vision. There are 54 articles that cover all aspects of a child's life to ensure young people aged 18 and under, have the right to be safe, to play, to have an education, to be healthy and be happy. 

Children’s rights are already enshrined in Welsh law under Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011(Welsh Government, 2019) underlining Wales’ commitment to children’s rights and the UNCRC.





Article 3 - Everyone who works with children should always do what is best for each child (Children's Commissioners for Wales 2007).
· According to Children’s Legal Centre (no date) ‘Best interest of a child’ is a guiding principle outlining all adults who work with children have a obligation that should be centred and focused with the need of the child at the heart of decision making.
· Children Act 1989 (Legislation.gov.uk) state every local authority must make such arrangements as they see fit for any person to act on their behalf in the provision of any such service. This duty applies irrespective of a child's immigration status or rights of residence in a particular area.
·  Dowling, M (2005) suggests that children's emotional and expressive feelings develop rapidly during the first few years of life. Early years practitioners play a crucial role in responding to a child's needs particularly if the family experience trauma or are likely to be vulnerable and distressed themselves.
·  Working Together to safeguard children (2018) sets out how all agencies and professionals should work together to protect children from harm. Welsh Government Guidelines on safeguarding children and adults should be followed at all times and those making assessments of parenting need or delivering parent support services should be able to recognise safeguarding issues and when and to whom to refer them. 
· Flying start is a Welsh Government funded programme (Swansea Council 2016) its aim is to work with a range of agencies in health and education to support families to ‘flourish”. Flying start can be seen as an early intervention programme which is crucial to the effectiveness to the ‘best outcome for the child’

[bookmark: _GoBack]Article 22 - Refugee children have the same rights as children born in Wales (Children’s Commissioner of Wales 2007)

· All Wales Child Protection (2011) is a practical guide for practitioners who work with refugee children to place emphasis on the child first and the migrant status second, in line with the Welsh governments commitment to safeguard and promote the well being of the children at all times.
· Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 provides local authority and social service departments codes of practice and guidance for refugees and asylum seekers.
· The Effective Provision of Pre-School Education (EPPE) project found that children from disadvantaged backgrounds significantly benefited from early school experiences, especially where they are socialising with a mixture of cultures and social backgrounds.
· A guide to the new curriculum for Wales (2022) is divided into four categories underpinning areas of development and well-being to result in informed citizens who are ready to be citizens of Wales.

· 
· 

Article 30 - Your right to use your own language. (Children’s commissioners of Wales 2007)
· Children have a right to learn and use the language and customs of their families, whether these are shared by the majority of people in the country or not.
· According to Drummond (2014) there are more than one million learners in the UK who speak english as an additional language. Flying start – transition guide (2017) aim is to deliver transitions for these children to be as smooth as possible. Successful transitions are dependent on practitioners’ good practice and commitment to developing effective communication with consideration for the child's needs and the respecting parents.   
· Wellcomm (2010) screening is an assessment toolkit that can be used to gauge the child's understanding of the English language. Following baseline screening in the nursery setting, a profile report is completed for each individual by the Flying Start SaLT’s (speech and language therapist).
· Under the common inspection framework Estyn (2019) schools’ settings are required to provide information on pupil’s linguistic background. To support pupils and families The Ethnic Minority Achievement Unit (EMAU) offer support and guidance. The purpose of the service is to ensure the inclusion and achievement of minority ethnic learners.
· The Equality Act (2010) schools should consider the individual requirements of families from different ethnic, cultural and faith groups and those with limited English skills. 
· The British Council’s EAL Nexus project aims to help learners who speak English as an Additional Language (EAL) access learning and positively engage in schools. They also suggest advice to help EAL learners, such as, images of diversity and difference should be included in learning and marketing materials, books, posters, pictures and play equipment.
· The Foundation phase framework (2015) highlights that practitioners must understand how to develop and plan appropriate curriculum that takes into account of children’s development needs. 
· Driffe (2008) suggests that children who are not given sufficient intervention for their additional language can quickly become frustrated resulting in behaviour problems and delay in development.



To conclude practitioner who are committed to promoting and protecting children's rights as outlined in the UNCRC and Welsh Government policies will ensure the best interest of the child is kept central to decisions that are made. Helping each child with the opportunity to achieve to their full potential. 

Article 31 Children have the right to play (Children’s commissioners of Wales 2007)
· Holland (2018) states play is a fun and creates lifelong childhood memories. Child led play is fundamental to develop a child’s creative and logical thinking skills, it allows them to explore their surroundings and follow their own interests and ideas.
· Isaacs (2013) explains that early years settings enrich a child’s social development, being amongst peers allows a child to work through feelings of anxiety or aggression for example a child who maybe a picky eater becomes less anxious and more open to experimenting with new foods when they see other children eating. 
· UNICEF (2018) supports evidence that play is not only important for physical development it is an integral part of a child’s social and emotional well-being. Play in the early years builds a foundation for a child’s future learning.
· Within the Foundation Phase Framework (2015) there are continuous provisions which facilitate child led play that is inclusive and culturally diverse allowing children to follow their own interests. A refugee child may need time to transition into their new surroundings, by respecting a child’s identity and culture and providing play spaces to explore their interests will allow the child to feel a sense of belonging. It is the therefore key that practitioners follow guidance to support and make them feel relaxed and comfortable in setting. 
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