Elizabeth Langshaw
30 y Berllan, Dunvant,
Swansea, SA2 7RW
07891234567

20th May 2019

Honourable Judge Samantha Charles
Judge of Swansea Court
St Helen's Rd, 
Swansea, SA1 4PF

“Re: Case of Victoria Lewis, Case No. 1234567”
                                                                                                                                            
Dear Judge Charles
My name is Elizabeth Langshaw and I am writing to you, as Victoria’s schoolteacher at Dunvant Primary, to appeal against the decision to place Victoria Lewis in statutory care. I am concerned for Victoria in relation to her drop in academic performance, increase of stress, absence from school and her emotional well-being. However, I do not believe that a care placement will solve this.
[bookmark: _GoBack] Victoria is 12 years old, cares for her mother, Susan who has complex health needs following a brain tumour. Her father, John often works away from home and as a result Victoria prepares and administers injections to her mother and prepares special food which Victoria gives to her mother through a tube directly into her stomach. Victoria has had no formal training to do so. Victoria also provides personal care to her mother such as helping her to go to the toilet, cleaning and shopping. Victoria’s concentration during school is limited due to worrying about Susan, because of this Victoria keeps a mobile phone on her in case her mother needs to contact her if she is unwell. This is not uncommon in children as carers, Aldridge and Becker found “Research evidence over the past ten years has suggested that when children take on care-giving roles in the family their educational, social and emotional experiences and health can often be seriously jeopardized”[footnoteRef:1]. The aim in Victoria’s case is to prevent this from escalating further, and to provide support to enable her to re-gain a healthy lifestyle as a child. However, I strongly advise against the conclusion that Victoria should be placed in care. I believe this will only escalate Victoria’s problems and cause her more stress.  [1:  Jo Aldridge and Saul Becker, "Children as Carers: The Impact of Parental Illness and Disability on Children's Caring Roles", 2002 <https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/1467-6427.00121> [Accessed 20 May 2019].] 

I believe, Victoria is being deprived of her rights due to her home situation. The Convention on the Rights of the Child states in Article 3:
“1. In all actions concerning children, whether undertaken by public or private social welfare institutions, courts of law, administrative authorities or legislative bodies, the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration. 2. States Parties undertake to ensure the child such protection and care as is necessary for his or her well-being, taking into account the rights and duties of his or her parents, legal guardians, or other individuals legally responsible for him or her, and, to this end, shall take all appropriate legislative and administrative measures.[footnoteRef:2]”  [2:  The United Nations Convention on The Rights of The Child", Downloads.Unicef. Org.Uk, <https://downloads.unicef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/UNCRC_united_nations_convention_on_the_rights_of_the_child.pdf?_ga=2.215462047.961677160.1557662728-1838142744.1557662728> [Accessed 20 May 2019].] 

However, in my professional opinion, Victoria’s best interests are not currently a primary consideration. Whilst Victoria is acting as her mother’s main carer she is being placed under great responsibility and stress which hinders her own welfare and well-being. Victoria is struggling in school and I believe she would benefit from regular 1:1 support to talk about her situation or alternatively to use the time to focus on other things. I recommend that Victoria and her parents are referred to both adult and children social worker’s and a community nurse to support the family in making a healthier home environment. In doing this I strongly advice that Victoria’s mother has a carer attend the home at least 3 times a day, to assist her in personal care in the morning, to attend the house during the school day to support in activities such as shopping and cleaning and to allow Victoria to focus on her school day, knowing her mother is under specialised care, again in the evening to assist with her mother’s food and any additional needs she requires before going to bed. Victoria should be encouraged and able to attend support groups and counselling, such as those provided at Swansea Carers Centre[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  "Welfare Benefit Service – Swansea Carers Centre", Swanseacarerscentre.Org.Uk, <http://www.swanseacarerscentre.org.uk/how-can-we-help/welfare-benefits/#> [Accessed 20 May 2019].] 

This support will ensure that Victoria gets the care and attention that she needs, it would enable Victoria’s mother to make Victoria her basic concern as it states in The Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 18 “Parents, have the primary responsibility for the upbringing and development of the child. The best interests of the child will be their basic concern”[footnoteRef:4]. I do not think that Victoria’s mother meets this act, due to relying on Victoria to care for her. By implementing care support and 1:1 support for Victoria will allow Victoria and Susan to re-build an appropriate parent, child relationship. Although Victoria is struggling and both her and her mother need support, Victoria has a strong bond with her mother, and worries about her a lot, which will only increase if Victoria is placed in care. There is no need for more stress and upset to be caused when a suitable support system for the family can resolve and help relieve the current stress and responsibility placed upon Victoria. [4:  “The United Nations Convention on The Rights of The Child”] 

Thank you for taking this appeal into consideration. 

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Langshaw
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