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Scrip
Hello my name is Hannah Thomas and my student number is 2104231 I will talking about my experience participating in the john muir award 
Reflecting on the chance I had to take part in the john muir award, I had the opportunity to travel to Tulum Mexico and I decided I would conduct the outlook of the john muir award while I was there. Shown in my scrapbook that I created I have taken lots of images and provided lots of information about turtles as I discovered that where I was staying is a common nesting area for green sea turtles and loggerhead turtles both of which are an endangered species. 

I took the time over 10 days to explore the local wildlife and different environments that Mexico holds I ventured into the sea, onto the beach and even into the jungle to visit some of the most beautiful underwater caves called cenotes and do some wildlife spotting. While exploring I discovered along the beach a turtle nesting area and a hatchery that is part of the hotels ECO organisation this being eco Bahia. 

I took the opportunity to expand my knowledge and visit the eco Bahia organisation and discover what they do, after speaking to staff and reading some information I discovered that eco Bahia thrives to keep their beautiful part of the world clean and educate children and adults about their local wildlife, environment and what people can do to help combat plastic pollution and global warming. Each morning they carry out littler pics around the grounds and along the beach to combat pollution and take the rubbish to be recycled and transferred into a new sustainable product. 

 I was fortunate enough to join in picking up litter with staff members on the beach, there are images of some of the mini plastics I found and bags of litter I collected, the staff showed me they take the rubbish to Green points around the beach where everyone can go to recycle their rubbish, the staff told me they like collecting the litter off the beach because it looks after their animals as they have seen first-hand what plastic waste can do to ocean and land  life and they want to put a stop to more animals becoming endangered like their beloved turtles and wildlife. 

I had a great sense of pride while participating in this eco project and feeling my contribution even though it may only be small made a difference, I wish everyone had this outlook the world wouldn’t be under threat if we all picked up after ourselves and made a conscious effort to be sustainable and cut down the use of single use plastic. As I found plastic bottles were the most common article of litter, I collected off the beach. 

I spoke to staff and told them I have an interest in their turtle conservation efforts as from researching and reading signs around the beach, I noticed there were signs that ask people if they are going swimming in the sea to wash off any sun cream or body oils off to prevent toxic chemicals invading the water and killing coral and seagrass which are two main ingredients for a green sea turtles diet, this is one conservation effort I was surprised at as sun cream is meant to protect but it has the opposite effect on ocean life. 

The staff showed me videos of turtles coming up onto the beach at night to lay their eggs. 
The staff told me very interesting facts about turtles regarding the temperature of the sand deciding what gender the turtle will be if it is below 28 degrees the turtle will be a male and if it is 31 degrees or above the gender will be a female, I found it so interesting to learn about these beautiful animals. staff told me when turtles come to nest, they cordon off the area an prevent access to allow the eggs the best possibility to hatch and reach their destination and they don’t interfere with the journey to the sea. 

I was fortunate enough to be given the opportunity to see turtles in their natural habitat and I went to a place called Akumal which translates to land of the turtle in Mayan language the turtle guide told me this. Before entering the ocean, we all had a shower to wash off any creams to protect the habitat.

The guide told us if a turtle comes near you or is swimming below you not to move so you don’t scare or injure them, the guide and people who work and the conservation site care very much about the animals and it was visible as the beach was extremely clean and there were numerous staff collecting rubbish continuously, 

While in the water with my mouthpiece and goggles on I could see the water was clear and teaming with different species of ocean life, the biodiversity was amazing to see. This was an amazing experience to have, and the guides care so much about their animals and it clear to see as a result of how clean the habitat they live in is,  

upon exiting, I noticed people who were at the beach all had reusable cups and bartenders at stalls encouraged people to buy cups explain they don’t sell plastic bottles and therefore would fill up their reusable cups with their desired drink instead. Showing how much the community wants to fight the use of single use plastic. 

Participating in this experience has opened my eyes to the world around me, I have had the opportunity to travel to this beautiful country and took the time to learn about the different environments, species and issues that they face in modern day world. The organisations rely on donations, tips and tourism to boost their economy, even though the economy is struggling out there with the funding they do have does not go to waste as every effort is paying off and they are making a difference, while I was there the staff hosted a club for children to join in with, the club took the children exploring on the grounds and allowed them to meet some of the animals that live on the site, the rangers excited the children and shared facts and information with the children and allowed the children to create artwork all while being in the environment and present in the moment, this was admirable to see.  

I heard the children talking to their parents about interesting facts they found out after taking part in the exploring club, the children told their parents they mustn’t feed the animals their food as it can make them ill and is not good for their bodies and it’s important to put everything in the bin so the animals don’t go through the rubbish as this can also be harmful. 

This simple step in conservation has a domino effect for the sustainable future of children growing up in the modern day world, I believe there should be more exploring clubs in the uk to educate children about the local area and preserving it for the future and will be adopting this sustainable attitude as I take my future steps in the path of education all thanks to the john muir award and participating in this amazing experience. 


I would like to move on to my critical evaluation. 

(Mackay),2012:1 states that ‘honouring the young child’s right to know about social and environmental issues; to be part of conversations and possible solutions; to have their ideas and contributions valued’ is very valid in the current status of the worlds environment. 
Currently, the world is under threat from the effects of global warming and climate change. 

Global warming and climate change are altering our world and putting lives and ecosystems at risk, with the effect of the carbon cycle and greenhouse gasses and other harmful chemicals that are released as a result of the use of coal, oil and gas (fossil fuels), fossil fuels and greenhouse gasses become trapped in the earth’s atmosphere and keep in the heat therefore increasing the worlds temperature fuelling global warming (Harvey, 2000). 

The impact of the worlds temperature increasing affects the globe by causing, droughts, this effecting the growth of plants and crops for farmers to create food and earn an income, tropical storms become frequent, the polar icecaps are melting this causing sea levels to rise as a result of human initiated global warming as a result of burning fossil fuels in addition the  chemicals that are stored in the earth’s atmosphere can cause the production of smog this being deadly to humans as it causes respiratory disorders and cardiovascular dysfunction (Sivalingam, Harish and Selva, 2024). 

Previously stated by (Macky,2012) that children’s rights need to be honoured in regards to environmental issues and for their views to be taken into account, this statement is supported by the united nations convention on the rights of the child (uncrc) as Article 12 and article 13 express the importance of children having the freedom to express their thoughts and opinions and have them taken seriously when in regards to their future (UNICEF, no date) . 
To educate children about the current occurrences around the world has been made accessible by the recent introduction of the new curriculum for Wales and the outcomes that have been set for children to achieve as an outcome of following this curriculum, this being to be ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world, the curriculum provides practitioners the freedom to create the curriculum around the interest of the children, as global warming can be present in many different topics this creates an easy pathway to educate children in a suitable way about the world they live in and spark their interest in how they can help (Welsh Government, 2022) . 

Similarly, to the curriculum for Wales the john muir award is an effective way to encourage exploration, discussion and learning outdoors with children. The john muir award is extremally compatible with the new curriculum for Wales, one of the main aims of the john muir award is for people to become more sustainable and mindful of the wild area that can be found on the doorstep of where people inhabit, the john muir award encourages outdoor exploration and conservation for children to learn from their environment and embody the environment through exploration (john Muir Trust, no date). Fredrik Froebel’s theory also supports the points explored in the john muir attitude, Froebel’s theory of highlights that children are explorers and inquisitive about the world around them, Froebel encourages outdoor learning opportunities as it allows the children to explore the environment with their senses and being able to smell the flowers, feel the tree trunks and hear the birdsong in their outdoor environment as children learn from experience, Froeble was enthusiastic about children growing their own fruit and veg in the early years, the john muir award embodies Froebel’s outlook on learning (Werth, 2018).Providing children the opportunity to learn in the outdoor environment has had beneficial effects on the children’s physical and mental health, the outdoors promotes children to move freely exercising their bodies and thefrore boosting their mood and energy, the outdoors will also encourage children to use their mind to problem solve and grant exploration and sensory experiences that are limited in the classroom setting (Mann et al, 2022).

It is important that staff in early years settings are aware of the current developments in the global warming and climate change issues in the globe, this meaning practitioners can share confidently with the children in their care what changes to the future could occur due to the planet currently not being sustainable and future proof, in a paper by (Burckin, et al, 2015) found that practitioners who attend workshops and continued professional development days (cpd) had greater knowledge to exhort to children in their education setting. 

It is important that children are given the opportunities through education to develop the emotional tools to grow up in society with an empathetic outlook on life, children who are empathetic are emotionally intelligent, when in discussion of other people’s feelings and empathetic child will be able to resonate with how they are feeling, these children are often good at sharing. Symons (1996) has put thought into including sustainability in education as being sustainable requires people to be mindful of how their actions will affect the future, implementing the importance of children being empathetic and having their own voice supports the next generation when considering the changes that can be made and any future idea to help diminish climate change and allowing children to have an altruistic outlook on their lives. (Sterling and Huckle,2014) agree with this point as stated the believe that the future will offer a lower quality of life as a result of how we are living now, they state the importance of exposure to young children the opportunities to be sustainable and to reinforce this through the early childhood of children to implement good habits and outlooks in life to be positiveand adaptable. 

Looking over ideas about how to encourage sustainability within the education setting, cooking is an engaging activity that children can take part in as it allows children create their own versions and ideas, cooking also allows children to explore where the food they are using is coming from and all about fair trade and the process that food may need to go through to make the food meet its final destination.  Cooking activities also provide the children with the opportunity to recycle the waste into food hygiene allowing this activity to cover major areas of sustainable education (Denton and Parker, no date) . Another method that can be used to promote children’s sustainability knowledge in the early years is to encourage children’s active participation in the creation and nurturing of growing plants and produce. The idea of having an allotment or greenhouse in early years education is a beneficial way to encourage children to engage in outdoor activities and learn lifelong skills of gardening which Froeble was passionate about, the life cycles of plants and also exploring minibeasts that they can find and researching the insects in their local area. Greenhouses and allotments provide many beneficial learning opportunities for children especially in discussion of insects as known many insects are paramount to the flowers and plant that grow, children can increase the biodiversity they find in their outdoor areas by planting many different species of plants to attract different animals creating an addition to the food chain, children can also upcycle any scrap cardboard or plastid and will with natural materials to make a bug hotel for bugs to live in and posters to inform others (McKay, 2024). 

In current day its essential to provide practitioners with the required skills, information and training when thanking about the idea of making the setting abide by policies that are written and modified through the year to improve and stay relevant to the changing world, polices are written for this purpose. In Australia these practices are in circulation at the moment and the education for sustainable development that is spoken about how practitioners feel about it, overall, the feedback as successful with staff stating it was relevant and full of ideas and the children enjoyed, whereas some practitioners require more guidance and additional polices to be made regarding the issues and sustainability efforts and background relating to childcare (Kolodziejczyk, 2022)

Welsh Government (2012) states that it is ‘making sure that ESDGC is integrated into all policies’ this allows settings to follow the guidance and create activities surrounding the outlook of sustainability as a result of ESDGC being integrated within the company policy. ESDGC is known as Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship, and the main idea of ESDGC is to provide knowledge and required skills to handle the threats that target the world and the inhabitants, ESDGC being combined in company policy allows the settings to think green and target the rights of the current generations and the future generations and create a world that is safe for everyone to live in, NCDGC allows practitioners to be empowered to think positively and actively engage in positive change around the world and encourage children to become global citizens (Welsh Government 2008).In an article by Tinny and Merriman (2018) stated in the previous foundation phase curriculum the implementation of ESDGC was viewed as only an additional environmental experience and did not view the initiative as a whole approach about sustainably, however with the freedom of the new curriculum and the desired outcomes corelating with the aims of usdgc to be viewed sustainability as a holistic approach the new curriculum opens this opportunity as curriculum is based around the interest of the child. 

In recent years the world is taking initiative to make a change to the world by 2030 these are the 17 sustainable devolvement goals. These 17 individual goals have been created to target climate change, pollution, poverty, cost of living, health and sustainability, these goals aiming to be met by 2030 adopted by all members of the untied nations to work together, this being one of the 17 goals. The 17 goals have been made accessible for all practitioners to adopt these attituded in the childcare setting as the organisation creates activity sheets and ideas to expand children’s learning and tackle some of the goals set (NCFE, 2021) 

To conclude, the new curriculum provides the opportunities for children to explore their interests, this also allows practitioners to ignite knowledge and spark exploration into knowledge and understanding of the world around children, Supporting the rights of the child to understand major changes to the world around them and exhibit their ideas out to the world freely, the world needs to work together over the coming years to archive the 17 goals and freeze global warming before it is too late for the next generation as it is our problem we have started and it is not their responsibility to clear up a disaster they didn’t do. Thank you. 
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