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Introduction
Within the contents of this essay, I will be exploring the nature of good and evil, both inner and outer, using a plethora of relevant practitioners. The exploration of this subject is important to me because I believe it will help shape the foundation of much of my writing going forward, as I have not allowed myself to delve deeply enough into the subject matter to this point. My past works had a focus on isolation and what that can do to the human psyche, and I believe I cannot go any further into that subject without first exploring the morality and nature behind what is truly good and evil. I am hoping that by the end of this essay and the reflection that comes with it I can better understand the nature of good and evil and in doing so, better understand human nature as a whole. In doing so I believe that it will further push my writing to develop more nuanced and complex subjects allowing me to produce better story’s as a whole.
The Outside Evil
Outside and inside evils are concepts described and formulated by writer Stephen King and in my personal opinion help to break down the nature of morality. Outside evil is described as being forces out humankinds’ control, acts of God or the devil. These themes are widely present in the works of writers like H.P. Lovecraft and J. R. R. Tolkien with the old gods, for Lovecraft, and characters like Morgoth and Sauron, for Tolkien. Lovecraft states “There are horrors beyond life's edge that we do not suspect, and once in a while man's evil prying calls them just within our range.” (Lovecraft, 2018)  In his book published in January of 1937, The Thing on The Doorstep. In other words, this means that the outer evils of the world are omnipresent and drawn in by humankind’s selfish desires. Human beings are often seen doing cruel and malicious things in pursuit of happiness or other forms gain be it monetary or otherwise. It is my opinion that we as people do not truly wish to inflict harm of others however succumb to our base instinct to be happy and this invite the evils of the outside into out lives, in biblical terms this would be akin to the devil tempting us with sins like lust, gluttony or greed. Thus, the outside evils and temptations lead, in the opinion of writers like Lovecraft to inner evils. “People who claim that they're evil are usually no worse than the rest of us” (Maguire, 1995) To Maguire, all humans are equally evil and in my opinion this at times can be hard to argue with. I also believe that throughout most of human history and even now humans lack a lot of consideration when it comes to other humans. The temptations and evils of the world are a continues influence on us as humans. As an example, say an individual where to find money on the ground, depending on the amount they will wither continue on with their day, pick it up and keep it or hand it in somewhere. No matter how much money that individual has the vast majority will pick the money up and keep it, even if this act legally counts as stealing and is a crime, said individual will do it without consideration for law or the person who had lost the money. Interestingly this is seen as harmless however if someone steals something from a store of equal value to the money, they take it is seen as a worse crime. As such the individual wouldn’t steal from the store and yet they are both items of the same value, both could be needed by someone else. This point leading into the inside evil.





The Inside Evil
Inside evil is more complex and nuanced that outside evil however because it describes the nature of the human heart without the influence of temptation. However, some would describe temptation as an inside evil, thus morality itself is in a permanent state of questions and reasons. “To take from another is tantamount to evil, from the moment we are born we practice this art, perfecting the sin we’ve inherited.” (Tokyo Ghoul, 2011). This meaning that the nature of all humans, the thing that we are all born to do, is to take. Whether that be food, water, or another human’s life, we are all born to take more and give less. The idea behind this concept is that of the nature of humans being evil without realising what we have done, an example of this is the smart phones we all carry with a first world country, the food we eat and even the cloths each of us wear. They are almost all created in terrible environments by people who are much less fortunate, preyed upon by corporations who befit from our own passivity. A further examination into this statement also proposes the point of how we as people treat cattle and other creatures on this planet, with mass farms and establishments like MacDonalds thriving from our playful and childish ignorance. Thus leading me to believe that people inherently believe that they don’t have to care, almost as if each and every one of us says if I can’t see it, it’s not happening. Ignorance seems to me to be the truest of evil, as I will describe in the next key question, I have posed to myself.
The mystery box
The mystery box is a concept created by the American filmmaker and composer J. J. Abrams. He has used this concept in such works as Lost, 2004 and the Cloverfield series of films. This concept is described by Abrams to be the idea of withholding information from his viewers and characters within his creations. This concept making both the audience and characters within his films and shows ignorant and having their base instincts reveal themselves. We even have examples of how a mystery within our own world can cause humans to do evil onto one and other. “Racism and physical attacks on Asians and people of Asian descent have spread with the Covid-19 pandemic” (Covid-19 Fueling Anti-Asian Racism and Xenophobia Worldwide, 2020) this said by the human rights watch in their article published May 12, 2020 showing the naivety and ignorance people will have when it comes to a force that has an affect on their lives, and the cruelty that they will inflict upon another. Even going as far as to take lives. Amidst the waves of confusion and misinformation shared throughout the pandemic people became uncooperative and irrational towards one and other, buying out stores of toilet paper and bottled water, trampling and pushing through elderly and whoever else they had to in pursuit of their own safety and survival. Again, all of this because of misinformation and mystery. Although “Most of the evil in this world is done by people with good intentions.” (T.S.Elliot, 1965). Meaning people do not intentionally commit evil acts most of the time. This is shown again as acts of misinformation caused these devastating attacks and will continue to cause a ripple effect for a long time going forward. This statement also again contributing to the fact that the cruelty of humans is mostly based on the idea that mystery and ignorance surrounds their actions. There is also the concept that “The sweetest smiles hold the darkest secrets” (Shepard, 2007) this quote describing the mystery box as a person quite well. The idea of the mystery box itself doesn’t have to be that of an inanimate object or thing but can also be a person. This can lead into me writing characters with mystery, characters that the audience will themselves have to figure out. Characters that are not spoon fed to the audience, whose backstory’s can be indirectly told through their own individual actions and statements.

The influence of mystery on good and evil
It is my belief that mystery and ignorance have a monumental effect on how we as humans act and affect each other. “There is nothing more frightful than ignorance in action.” (Frasconi, 1954). This quote meaning that when people act whilst being uneducated on the subject matter or even misinformed it can become incredibly dangerous. Ignorance and misinformation have shown time and time again that it leads to human evil. It can be seen throughout history with covid, the Salem witch trials and the needless murder of other people based on race, religion or even just location throughout history. The point being that mystery plays a big part in the influence it has over the good and bad actions of others with Plato even going as far as to say that ignorance is the root of all evil. Ernest Hemingway once stated that “All things truly wicked start from innocence.” In his book a moveable feast published in 1964. In other words, stating that nothing is born of evil. People and the world around us are complex, there can be hundreds of differing variables with one choice or no variables for the same choice for someone else. This all furthering the idea and premise that people do not intend to do evil but, motivated by ignorance, choose to do wrong. Hemingway’s statement is further echoed by other authors like Margaret Atwood who states in her novel Surfacing that “stupidity is the same as evil if you judge by the results” (Atwood, p29. 1972) this quote telling the reader that hindsight is a valuable asset to those who may be ignorant of the situation. Using the lens of hindsight one can often see the flaws in action, we don’t burn witches anymore, it is human nature to believe and believe we know. We are an incredibly audacious, arrogant, and infant species, as far as the age of the universe is involved. As such we act on the things, we do not know whether for good or for bad. “Human nature is evil, and goodness is caused by intentional activity.” (Kuang, n.d.) This quote explaining that whilst idle, humans are inherently evil. Whilst I disagree with this as a whole, I do believe that inaction can be as bad as action at time. Considering all of the racist attacks due to the covid scare I would argue that inaction to stop these hate-based attacks is almost as bad as committing these horrible acts. Violence in any form is wrong, this is something that all people are taught and grow up to learn, however violence is something that still to this very moment happens. It is my belief that human beings are a violent species, we had to be for survival. However, we take some actions that are kind and pure of heart, like volunteer work. In my opinion Kuang is explaining this as simply as he could. 
How this will help my writing 
I believe that all of this will come to help my writing in the future as it will help inform me on how to create more nuanced and complex characters, straying away from all good hero or all bad villain and giving reason to action. In the words of Hemingway “When writing a novel, a writer should create living people, people not characters. A character is a caricature.” (Hemingway, 1932) meaning writers, of any kind should aim more to create living people rather than think of their characters as characters. The idea of this is to keep the character, even though fictional, grounded. Allowing the reader, watcher or otherwise to relate to aspects of that character improving the overall experience. This can be seen in a plethora of already created media and novels, an example of this can be seen with the great works of Stephen king who said, “I try to create sympathy for my characters, then turn the monsters loose.” (A quote by Stephen King, 2022) Emphasising the idea that sympathy tends to be the most helpful tool in a writer’s arsenal. The idea of creating a character to king and the same for Hemingway is to mould an individual and breath life into them, bringing to life the words on the pages of books, giving the audience an individual that they can follow and relate too. This idea and aspect will help my writing by allowing me the opportunity to improve my writing through the use of individuals, their experiences and how they can relate to my own individual experiences.
Conclusion
In conclusion, I feel as a writer that in order to create characters and story’s that feel both fleshed out and grip the reader is to focus on making incredibly authentic characters. A story can only be driven by events for so long, characters are the most important part of a story after a period of time. As for the question of if humans are good or evil, I believe they are both and neither. There are far too many people on this planet and too many acts of both kindness and cruelty to judge all humans equally. Our individual actions belong to us and what we choose to do with them is within our own moral compass, whether we regret them or fully accept and enjoy them they all become memory’s and memory’s all eventually become nothing.
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