Exercise - Data Entry

You have surveyed international tourists in Hong Kong International Airport to understand their trip profile to Hong Kong. You have collected data on the variables in the following table.

	Gender
	Length of stay in Hong Kong
	Main purpose for visiting Hong Kong
	Is it your first time to Hong Kong?

	Male
	1
	Vacation
	Yes

	Male
	3
	Business
	Yes

	Male
	4
	Visiting friends
	No

	Female
	2
	Business
	No

	Female
	3
	Vacation
	No

	Male
	5
	Visiting friends
	Yes

	Male
	8
	Visiting friends
	No

	Male
	2
	Business
	No

	Female
	3
	Vacation
	No

	Female
	5
	Vacation
	No

	Female
	2
	Business
	No

	Female
	1
	Business
	Yes

	Female
	3
	Business
	No

	Male
	5
	Vacation
	No


Your task is to create a data file in SPSS. In this exercise, you need to define each variable, allocating appropriate variable and value labels. Data must be entered and saved in a data file.

How can these data be entered into SPSS?

1. Open SPSS; select Type in data and click on the OK button
2. Click on “Variable View” at the bottom (left) of the screen 

3. Enter the first variable name Gender into the first row
4. Enter the second variable name Length_of_Stay into the second row

5. Enter the third variable name Purpose into the third row

6. Enter the forth variable name First_time into the forth row

7. Specify the characteristics of each variable

a. Gender: Point to the right of the first row, second column and click on the [image: image1.png]


 (which should automatically display “variable type”); click (or check that) String is chosen

b. Repeat the steps made so far for the Length_of_Stay (Numeric), Purpose (String) and First_time (String) variables.

c. The third column is the attribute Widths. This is to define how a variable is displayed. Don’t worry about this one.
d. The forth column contains the variable attribute Decimals. This indicates the number of zeros following a value (for example, 0 decimal = 0; 1 decimal = 1; 2 decimal = 2; 3 = 3 etc., the decimal places come in useful once you enter data on income, etc.) For the three variables here, use decimal 0.

e. The fifth column contains the variable attribute Label. Here you can enter the full name of the variable.
f. The sixth column contains the variable attribute Value. This is important to “translate words or text into numbers” Click on the first cell under ‘values’ for the variable gender

  Click on the [image: image2.png]


 to the right of this cell

  Then type ‘1’ into the Value box and ‘male’ into the Value Label box

The following dialogue box will be displayed:
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 Follow the same procedure for your own variables if appropriate, for example ‘translate’:

· “vacation”/”business”/”visiting friends” (vacation = 1; business=2; visiting friends =3)

· ‘yes’/‘no’ (yes=1; no=2) 
g. Do not change anything for columns seven (Missing), eight (Columns) or nine (Align)

h. Column ten contains the variable attribute Measure. Here you define you’re the variable measure (nominal, ordinal, scale)
i. Click ‘scale’ for variables Length_of_Stay, and ‘nominal’ for all other variables

8. Once you have created the column headings (variable names) you are ready to enter the data.

9. Switch to ‘Data View’ located on the bottom left on the SPSS screen

10. Type in the entries for each variable. Do not forget to enter, for example, “1” for male and “2” for female in the gender column! 

Problems
1) What percentage of the tourists were men/women and first-time/repeat visitors? (Hint: use frequencies)

2) What was visitors' average length of stay in Hong Kong? (Hint: use descriptives)

3) Using the Compare Means - Means procedure, find the means of length of stay for men, for women, for various travel purposes and for first-time visitors and repeat visitors.
Additional Exercise

The Institute for Digital Research and Education’s website contains datasets and output for Stata, SAS and SPSS. Visit the website below to learn how to read and interpret the results of various statistical tests. 

http://stats.idre.ucla.edu/other/annotatedoutput/
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