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[bookmark: _Toc137250854]Introduction
Legal process refers to a notice that is written formally by the court. This notice helps to gain or win jurisdiction over an organisation, individual person and property (Danet, 1979). There are various forms of legal process including summons, subpoena, warrant and mandate (Danet, 1979). This process includes serves the citizens of the country, arrest a person for criminal activities, to post the real property and to seize personal property (Eskridge and Frickey, 1993).  Magistrate court is one of the jurisdiction and legal house of the United Kingdom which operate legal process. It operates and manages the criminal offences and jurisdiction in primary level. This essay will discuss the advantages and disadvantages of magistrate court in detail. This essay will also provide a brief discussion about the characteristics and responsibility of magistrates.
[bookmark: _Toc137250855]Definition of Magistrate
In England and Wales, most of the legal decisions are not made by the honourable judges (Magistrates, 2022). Rather ordinary people wording different fields take the decisions. It is not necessary that they are from the legal profession or background. They made the decisions on the basis of their common sense and sense of fairness (Magistrates, 2022). They are able to listen, make judgements rationally. They considered as proud representatives on their surroundings (Gibbs and Kirby, 2014). Normally, these people are called magistrates. Magistrates often referred as the justices of the peace (Magistrates, 2022). They are the individual from different sectors of life and try to make difference among local communities passionately. Normally, they do this task voluntarily. They do these tasks for thirteen days in a year (Gibbs and Kirby, 2014). They go under a formal training and hear different cases in courts. This training gives them real life experiences. They do their jurisdiction process in magistrates’ court. They deal with mostly criminal and civil cases (Bell and Dadomo, 2006).  They also sit in family courts for their proceedings. The most important thing is that magistrates are not paid for their responsibility. It is not their main employment sources (Raine and Daunstan, 2009). They do this task alongside their main profession. Almost 12000 people of England and Wales join for magistrate job voluntarily (Raine and Dunstan, 2003). The age range of the appointed magistrates is from 18 to 70. They retirement age is 75. The expectation of the government of UK is that magistrates will serve at least five years (Bell and Dadomo, 2006). 
[bookmark: _Toc137250856]The Magistrates of United Kingdom
The pioneer of the magistracy court is United Kingdom. At 1195, Richard 1 started the office of justice appointing ‘keepers of the peace (Bell and Dadomo, 2006). History of magistrate in United Kingdom is for over the 650 years (Bell and Dadomo, 2006). The magistrate court is a vital part of judiciary of England and Wales. In United Kingdom, magistrate often called local justice or justice by one’s peers. They are appointed form the various districts of England and Wales (Gibbs and Kirby, 2014). They serve the job voluntarily. In England and Wales, magistrate sits as bench of three. These three magistrates are both male and female. There are no restrictions of age or ethnicity (Raine and Daunstan, 2009). People from different gender, age and ethnicity can serve as a magistrate (Magistrates, 2022). Most of the time, they sit alone at the time of hearing warrant applications(Robinson, 2019). They are responsible for dealing with the uncontested matters. They perform the job under single justice procedure. All of the members have equal power and ability to take any decisions (Morgan and Russell, 2000). In panel, one person elected as a chairman who only speaks in court and preside the proceedings (Raine and Dunstan, 2003). A qualified solicitor or barrister assists them as a legal advisor in court. They take the responsibility to ensure that the court is directed according to the law (Morgan and Russell, 2000). According to the magistrates association of UK, the magistrate court of UK follows the rules of diversity and inclusiveness (Judiciary, 2023).  In 2021, there were 56% of women, 13% black, minority and Asian, and 82% senior citizens join as magistrate (Magistrates, 2022).
[bookmark: _Toc137250857]The Main Responsibility
Magistrates do their job voluntarily and hear the cases of their community. They perform their job in different cases in the criminal court and the family court (Gibbs and Kirby, 2014).
[bookmark: _Toc137250858]Criminal Cases 
All of the criminal cases start from a magistrate’s court. Magistrates do not pass the judgement for serious crimes like murder, rape and robbery (Service, 2015). These crimes are passed to the crown court. Magistrates take many important decisions weather the criminal will be kept in custody or strict conditions (Service, 2015). Magistrates handle the crimes including minor assaults, theft, motoring offences and handling stolen materials and licence evasion (Raine and Daunstan, 2009). They have the authority to punish like giving fines, unpaid work in local area and prison for up to 12 months for a single crime (Morgan and Russell, 2000).

[bookmark: _Toc137250859]Family cases
Magistrates also hear the case at family court. They deal with the cases about children (Robinson, 2019). They have the ability to arrange adoption facility for children, helps parents for their children custody at the time of separation, make decisions about proven domestic abuses (Service, 2015). They take the advice from the child’s guardian or family court (Service, 2015).
[bookmark: _Toc137250860]Characteristics of Magistrates
Magistrates do not require any legal background but they need to have some qualities (Magistrate’s’ Courts, 2018). Some of these qualities are inherent and some are obtained. There are some important characteristics that a magistrate should have possessed. 
[bookmark: _Toc137250861] Ability of taking fair and transparent decisions 
A magistrate is responsible for making fair and impartial decisions. Many people’s lives depend on his/her decisions (Magistrate’s’ Courts, 2018). They should be decisive and capable to make reasonable opinions. The decision must be unbiased and impartial. It must have to follow a structural approach at the time of delivering (Morgan and Russell, 2000).  They need to collect a lot of information from the various sources and find out the relevant issues from there(Raine and Daunstan, 2009). 
[bookmark: _Toc137250862]Cognitive skills and Understanding level
Magistrates must have to judge the situation from different angles. He/she needs to recognise the true criminal. He/she should have the interpersonal skill that helps him/her to deal compassionately (Magistrate’s’ Courts, 2018). He/she have to show his/her genuine concern and empathy toward the victims and criminals. Everyone has their own situation and a magistrate need to understand those (Morgan and Russell, 2000).
[bookmark: _Toc137250863]Communication and Interpersonal skill
Magistrate need to communicate with others consciously. He/she have to listen actively and attentively others (Magistrate’s’ Courts, 2018). At the time of delivering judgment, he/she needs to very clear, confident and rational.  He/she must have the ability to adapt communication style with different situations (Carlen, 1976). 
[bookmark: _Toc137250864]Self-Awareness and Determination
The magistrate needs to have a broad mind that will help them to reflect and judge people from their perspectives. He/she need to determine to learn new things and adapt the situation quickly (Carlen, 1976). He/she should be self-aware and use the opportunity. He/she needs to manage their competence and his/her personal wellbeing (Magistrate’s’ Courts, 2018).
Applicants are checked by the authority weather magistrates are in good or bad character. They should have to disclose everything that can damage their credibility. The characteristics give confidence to the public and helps magistrate to make decisions.
[bookmark: _Toc137250865]Court Closures and Reforms
In England and Wales, the court estate has been changed substantially. This change has been started since 2010 (Magistrate’s’ Courts, 2018). The justice system of magistrate court has undergone a reform program. The reform of the courts is designed to reduce the physical attendance. This reform is for some particular hearing. Rather, the court decided to bring the most of the cases under online. According to the information from 2010 to 2020, 164 magistrates’ courts are closed (Judiciary, 2023). The ratio of closure is 51%. 151 constituencies are closed which contained a magistrate court (Judiciary, 2023). On the other hand, 13 constituencies that contain 2 magistrate courts are also closed (Robinson, 2019). The monetary value of the court buildings raised £223 million. The magistrate court of south east area are mostly closed which is almost 25(Judiciary, 2023)
.
[bookmark: _Toc137250866]Advantages and Disadvantages of Magistrate Court
The first advantage of the magistrate court is that magistrates are appointed from the community (Carlen, 1976). He/she know better about his/her community that helps to judge the situation. People trust the judge as he/she belong their community (Raine and Dunstan, 2003). Then, magistrates do their job voluntarily. Government do not have to pay them. On the other hand, salary of a judge is at least £90,000(Carlen, 1976). The defendants have the opportunity to save money. 
The disadvantages are that the court cannot verdict on critical issues. They need to pass the crime to the crown court. But sometime the instant judgment is necessary (Raine and Dunstan, 2003). Another disadvantage is that unfairness and partiality. As magistrates appoint from local community, they can bias to their relatives or friends. Then, the inadequate knowledge of law can cause difficulties to enforce fair decisions (Bell and Dadomo, 2006)
.
[bookmark: _Toc137250867]Conclusion
The magistrate court plays a very significant role for the justice of England and Wales. It is very popular in United Kingdom as a primary court. It has some disadvantages but the government is working on its flows. The government is trying to bring some changes in court’s proceedings system. This will change the court into a modern verdict system. That decision leads government close some of the magistrate’s court. That may seem problematic in primary stage but the benefits are high. The government and magistrate must have to win the heart of the citizens.
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