




Summary
[bookmark: _Int_3iqhSUNf]Higher education is perceived as education after students leave secondary school and sixth form, usually when they are 18. For the first time, a student decides to go into higher education. They are normally doing undergraduate or postgraduate degrees at university. Students often look to higher education for a deeper understanding into a topic they are interested in. (think studio author, 2022) 
[bookmark: _Int_rocz2ZfK][bookmark: _Int_wyDk589q]One thing students need to prepare for during higher education is staying safe. If you are living in accommodation, then they need to remember to lock the doors and windows to their room to prevent theft. An important tip to keep yourself and others safe on a night out are to make sure everyone gets home safe, and no one is left on their own; staying in a group, ensuring phones are charged and sharing and organising lifts prior to going out. (UCAS, 2022)
A big difference between higher education and other forms of education such as secondary and primary school is that students of all ages can attend and are mostly adults which makes for a “ever more diverse student body” (Fry, et al., 2009) This can be stressful and a new and overwhelming thing but also an opportunity to find potential friends with similar interests to each other and can help each other with the hardships of university.
In recent times the biggest problem facing modern students across the world is the financial struggle to live with; the cost and the consuming debt. Students have enough on their mind to think about and stay on top of work in the university, the social life and their part time jobs. When student loans come in, money “Rightly went to the poorest students”, however, these days more and more student s need that extra money.  (Ketton, 2022)
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Video 
https://youtu.be/SXnAie_oja4 

































Reflection  
1. 
[bookmark: _Int_qr5ivuQ1][bookmark: _Int_XQHetLZP][bookmark: _Int_gymyw0EN][bookmark: _Int_ZYAOmFBd]Starting University, I was nervous about going to a new and unfamiliar environment. But both tutors and lecturers in the first week helped a lot by explaining everything new and putting everyone at ease. Everyone is in the same boat, which helped me personally as I felt relieved and a lot less worried. After the first few sessions, I felt right at home and were ready to progress and enjoy my course. 

[bookmark: _Int_hpm1YSlu][bookmark: _Int_3bBiyeQW][bookmark: _Int_LIuwZ9Dg][bookmark: _Int_eR2U42gF][bookmark: _Int_wuVXU47C]So, during my first couple of lessons, I wrote down everything I thought I needed to know and was important, but I was still a bit nervous just in case I was left behind in the fast work pace of university, especially what with being given two essays during the first week. Although this made me feel overwhelmed, it gave me encouragement and motivation to start these assignments early to make sure they are done on time. 
[bookmark: _Int_2W1TJX5y][bookmark: _Int_KPMmX5vq][bookmark: _Int_BWZDSvEG][bookmark: _Int_f2Rt9Vux]Now, because of making lots of notes and starting early on my assignments, I managed to not only finish my assignments before the deadline to get the best grade possible, but I also did well in my practical assessments which required much emotional strength and knowing as well as knowledge. 

2.
[bookmark: _Int_QzlS1sgx][bookmark: _Int_BKZuMZLn][bookmark: _Int_9rL4Shhq][bookmark: _Int_nl5QfdVJ][bookmark: _Int_UDj45HdP][bookmark: _Int_zxXr3AVL]Coming from 6th form I wasn’t very used too much online learning (except from during covid) and resources and Harvard referencing were basically a completely new concept to me. At the start, I did struggle with getting used to Harvard referencing and citing and the thought of committing plagiarism scared me as the last thing I wanted was for one of my assignments to get 0% from some careless mistake or oversight.
[bookmark: _Int_l8wfURbA][bookmark: _Int_CIFkkxVc][bookmark: _Int_F4X2AZ7m]With help from learning in the digital era lectures, which taught me many online skills such as how to record and edit a PowerPoint then upload to YouTube. I also had a couple of referencing lectures and was given the email to the referencing advice staff.  I also learned which resources were better to reference from and which were reliable such as those with .gov at the end and ones which are peer review such as in journals. 
Now, knowing what to do and having more digital skills I don’t have to rely on others for help as much and can get on with my work confidently on my own and even now know some advanced features to improve my work and am confident to answer any question another student could have if they needed help with their work or wanted some advice. 

[bookmark: _Int_ReDvDlCw][bookmark: _Int_1a3oMajA][bookmark: _Int_a5CKAG5Q][bookmark: _Int_X1mYTmD1][bookmark: _Int_4BQrb795][bookmark: _Int_HECmHorz][bookmark: _Int_y20BdmSp]3.The first assignments I was given were this and a 1500-word essay about policing. We had dedicated lessons with my policing lecturers on how to write academically and the knowledge we needed to use in the assignments, was passed on to us.  For this assignment, every lesson was used for completing and upgrading our mind storm ideas. I wanted to do good in my first assignments as it could be the difference between the class of degree I could achieve at the end of the course; but, it was also the best time to make mistakes and to learn from them without the maximum consequence. 
[bookmark: _Int_3beW3m5j]So, I started doing my essay at home as in lessons we mostly did learning for our practical assessments but for this I concentrated hard in the 4 hours of lessons a week I had in the computer room to get as much work done as I could and ask any questions I had. 
[bookmark: _Int_CQYp9AE6][bookmark: _Int_2rYI4UvJ][bookmark: _Int_RHuHkSlj]Now I have finished both my assignments and am excited to start the next with my increased know-how. Even with all the improvements, I have made I still have room to get better and an infinite amount of knowledge to gather about writing essays I won't get used to or bored of doing them as they are always increasing in word count and difficulty and the questions are going to be different 
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