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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

For adult safeguarding in Wales, the main piece of legislation is the Social Services and Wellbeing Act (SSWBA) (2014). S126 of the SSWBA (2014) defines an adult at risk as ‘an adult who is 
 (a) is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect,
 (b) has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of 
those needs), and
 (c) as a result of those needs is unable to protect himself or herself against the abuse 
or neglect or the risk of it.’
The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019g) further emphasises that adults at risk ‘means that actual abuse or neglect does not need to occur before practitioners intervene’. It recognises that early intervention could be key to safeguarding a adult before any abuse or neglect happens. Another key statement in the legislation is ‘needs for care and support’. This recognises that the adult must have needs under s3 of the Care and Support (Eligibility) (Wales) Regulations (2015). This states that the need must come from ‘adult’s physical or mental ill-health, age, disability, dependence on alcohol or drugs, or other similar circumstances’. It further highlights that need relates to ‘protection from abuse or neglect’. This recognises that adults at risk may require further support to safeguard themselves from abuse and neglect. 
Whilst the SSWBA (2014) is the key legislation for safeguarding adults at risk, other legislation impacting adults at risk is the Mental Capacity Act (2005). Included in this are principles that people and professionals should act within the ‘best interest’ of an adult without capacity.  
S128 of the SSWBA (2014) underlines the duty to report adults at risk. It states that ‘relevant partners’ must inform the local authority if they suspect an adult is at risk. S162(4) of the SSWBA (2014) notes who are ‘relevant partners’ such as the police, local healthboard etc.. 
When a local authority receives a referral, under s126(2) of the SSWBA (2014) it must make ‘whatever enquiries it thinks necessary’. The local authority then has 7 days to complete an enquiry, this can be aided by other agencies who have a duty to co-operate with an enquiry under s164 of the SSWBA (2014). An important principle safeguarding adults is that practice is person centred and with consent. The Welsh Government (2018b) recognises ‘The consent of the adult is a significant factor in deciding what action to take in response to a concern or allegation.’ While consent is a key factor, factors such as the capacity of the adult to make a decision or the use of coercion against the adult must be factored into any professional judgement or decision making. 
Abuse or neglect can happen any setting, adults at risk are found within their own homes, day centres and residential homes. Research by StatsWales (2019) found in 2018-2019 that 14,938 adults were reported to be at risk of abuse or neglect. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019h) highlights indicators of abuse such as bruising from an inappropriate restraint for physical abuse. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019i) emphasises ‘As evidence of abuse may not always be present, suspicion of abuse or neglect may take the form of ‘concerns’ rather than ‘known facts’. This highlights that the full picture is not needed, only enough information that would ‘satisfy an objective observer’. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019j) and the Social Services and Wellbeing Act (2014) both legislate and set the policies and procedures for the safeguarding of children and adults at risk. Despite commonalities in the responses to safeguarding concerns, there are some differences. 
The Working Together to Safeguard People Volume 5 (children) and volume 6 (adults) by the Welsh Government (2018) are two examples where the issue of consent shows a significant difference. Regarding adults at risk the Welsh Government (2018b) it states that ‘whilst professionals should always record and seek to respect the adult’s personal wishes and autonomy, in some circumstances these wishes may be overridden’. Issues where consent can be overridden can around a capacity of an adult, high risk to an adult or concerns relating to breaches of professional care and conduct. For children, the Welsh Government (2018a) states practitioners should seek consent of parents before beginning a s47 investigation under the Childrens Act (1989). Parental consent may not be sought if it is thought this would put the child at further risk of harm or if the parent is the alleged abuser. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019k) emphasizes ‘the overriding concern must be safeguarding and promoting the safety and well-being of the child. Therefore, social services and police may decide not to inform the family’. The child or families consent is not required to complete a s47 investigation, if required the local authority may go to court to seek a Child Assessment Order under s43 of the Childrens Act (1989). A big difference noted here is that of consent, for an adult if consent is not given and there are no concerns relating coercion, immediate risk and capacity then the local authority may not take this further. For children, while consent of child and parents can be sought it is not paramount. There is a considerable difference, The Welsh Government (2018) states for an adult ‘the consent of an adult is a significant factor in deciding what action may be taken’. While for children, it is clear that while having consent of child and parents is beneficial, it is not a must.  There is a clear recognition of the autonomy of legal adults, and their rights to make a choice. While children may have some decision making and choice in regards to safeguarding concern depending on their age and competence, the paramount consideration is their welfare.
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