Module SJSI4017- The Landscape of Social Inclusion – Feminism.
Describe and explore the theory of feminism. 
Kelly Woodrow

This essay will describe different theories and ideologies of what different people believe feminism is to them, from theories written in 1949 by author Simone de Beauvoir to modern day feminists that now use platforms such as social media and TED talks around the world to reach millions.  This essay will give definitions of feminism, briefly describe the waves of feminism and different types of feminism from Liberal and Black feminism to a more modern view of I- feminism.  The essay will also show how theories from Betty Friedan’s works such as Feminine Mystique written in 1963 alongside the third wave feminist movement are still very contempory because of today’s rise in advertising and social media.                                       
        To discuss different feminist theories first the different definitions should be described, whilst there are academic definitions written by several feminism experts, it would be prudent to look past the definitions and understand that a true definition of feminism comes from each person. Thus in turn makes people the expert and not the select few with an academic degree and in this essay as the writer is not fully allowed to put their own point of view across to the reader, this essay in its self   makes for un feministic reading and a pure struggle for an I- feminist that believes in individuality and expressing opinions from their own experiences whilst respecting others. For without showing the heart of the writer, the writing lacks heart and inspiration.

The term Feminism is derived from the French philosopher Charles Fourier in 1837; Charles Fourier was also credited as one of the founders of Utopian Socialism. One of the simplest definitions is ‘The advocacy of women’s rights on the ground of the equality of the sexes’ (Oxford Dictionary).  Basically states that women should have the same rights as men, appears simple enough, especially for today’s modern society. Another definition is ‘The belief that men and women should have equal rights and opportunities’ (Merriam-Webster) No date. So with these two very uncomplicated definitions and an original term written as far back as 1837 do we as a society still not fully comprehend the true understanding of feminism, of equality.  Equality of pay, equality of strength and a nation full of women and men still fighting for equality of what happens to their body, from a simple choice of clothes to saying no to sexual advances.  Whilst researching for different statistics from the UK Government, rape charities and victim stories, sadly the research showed very alarming rape and sexual assault statistics, spin chilling to read.  The last official government statistics were published in 2013.  The statistics were taken from data collected in the Crime Survey for England and Wales – 2009/10, 2010/11 and 2011/12 and the statistics also showed that 90% of the victims knew the perpetrator. Unfortunately the statistics are woefully outdated and do not show the true scale of current problems of predominately men raping women, thus not forgetting sexual offences against men, but the following percentages show men as the dominate predators against women. The percentages show that a huge average of the male population either does not understand feminism or just completely disregard it. 
Figures from the rape crisis charity, Rape Crisis England and wales are more current (2016/17) and used for this essay as a more true account than the government. They have a crisis helpline and it took 202,666 calls between 2016/17, that’s an average of 4,000 calls every week. Unfortunately their figures for help accessed through them do not match, leaving many suffering without help. Services accessed such as counselling, advocacy or help to report crimes was just 67,059, but thankfully a 16% rise from 2015/16. The point of these statistics is to show that socially it is promoted that now in a modern world that things are equal. Yet something as important as women owning their owning bodies, the right to say no, the right to feel safe is still brutally taken away. 93% of 202,666 calls for help were female and if historic patterns follow at the current rate, victim numbers will increase next year. In the key statistics it showed 85,000 women and 12,000 men are raped every year, that’s 11 people an hour, every hour. Will next year’s statistics be 12 an hour? The only statistic that approximately averages the same is that 90% of victims know there rapist.  The government response has been slow and not many from the government want to take up the cause but the government do appear the slightly play the blame game. Instead of harsher jail times and full victim support through prosecutions they blame social media, the Director of Public Prosecutions stated ‘use of social media to threaten and control is a driving factor behind 10% rise in number of cases to 117,568 in 2015/16’ (The Guardian) 06/09/16.  He blames social media but does not offer any real solutions. 
These figures alone show that it is still so important that society needs to understand feminism better. To do this it is important to understand the different types of feminism and the historical waves of feminism. There are three waves of feminism.  The first wave can be pinpointed to the 19th century and into the early 20th century. The first wave movement was targeted to help gain equality in legal issues and voting, this is primarily where liberal feminists acted in The Suffrage Movement for the right to vote, issues for reproductive, sexual violence and economic matters were tackled. The second wave started in the 1960’s alongside the same time as American civil rights movement.  The second wave focused on gender equality on all levels but used post war examples to highlight issues, such as women being able to do the same jobs as men as they had done when the men were away fighting for their country. The Dagenham riots took place during the second wave and with the help of MP Barbara Castle, The Equal Pay Act 1970 was established and acts such as The Sex Discrimination Act 1975 and Maternity Leave and Pay Regulations 1975. This was a wave in the UK and the US and often the same feminists were part of other movements such as the Gay and Lesbian Movement. Advertising companies played on the feminist movement supposedly inspired by posters of and similar to Rosie the Riveter in her red bandana working during the war. This image has been modified but is still used to, often with the slogans ‘this girl can’ or ‘we can do this’ (see appendix 1). The third wave started in the 1990’s and builds on the previous two waves. By the time the third wave started many branches of feminism had been developed, partially depending on your point of view of feminism and how to achieve the equality desired.  A big emphasis in the third wave has been to highlight sexual discrimination and highlighting past abuses that have not been dealt with by the government.  One big part of the wave has been in attempting to get women to actively understand that sexual harassment is wrong, any form of sexual violence is wrong and that it is ok and accepted that women can feel and say that it’s wrong. That women can say no to men and highlight issues such as cat calling and harassment in the workplace. TED talks have become a huge inspiration to people as a platform to speak out in a safe environment and gives the speaker the ability to reach millions through uploading the speeches to the internet. The TED talks also provide an opportunity for kinds of feminists to put their points across from Liberal, Marxist to cultural (see appendix 3). Some academics such as Martha Rampton from Pacific University in Oregan have written article believing we are now emerging in to a fourth wave and believes it to be similar to the second wave movement as more women are highlighting gender issues and fighting to end the gaping gender pay gap. The fourth wave can be likened to the second wave with Marxist feminism theories still current where a woman’s work at home and in the workplace is under rated and undercompensated, books like Feminine Mystique written in 1963 during the second wave by Betty Friedan can still be seen as contemporary by some as she depicted what life was like for women in the 1950s and 1960s.  Freidan puts forward a very strong contemporary theory because of today’s use of social media in advertising. Freidan explains that a domestic femininity perception was used by advertisers to sell household products such as washing up liquid and vacuum cleaners, (see appendix 2). This in turn helped to oppress women in to certain roles such as mother and home maker keeping them at home and fundamentally out of the workplace.  Advertisers often promote a domestic goddess lifestyle to sell products and it’s predominantly aimed at women. This was has been challenged by strong minded feminists such as actress and soon to be Princess Megan Markle.  This is how headlines introduce Markle and not has her most important moral role as UN Advocate, Megan Markle.  At a UN women’s conference in 2015, UN Advocate Megan Markle retold her personal history of challenging oppression through stereotyping at just eleven years old. Markle tells how when she was eleven years old, her class was watching a programme and then an advert made for Proctor and Gamble about washing up liquid popped up, with the tag line ‘women all over America are fighting greasy pots and pans’ and Markle tells us how two boys in her class basically agreed that’s where women should be, the kitchen.  Markle tells how she felt this was unfair and sought advice from her father which led to her writing to Proctor and Gamble and several influential ladies such as Hilary Clinton the current first lady.  Markle received responses from everyone she wrote to encouraging and praising her efforts against stereotyping including Proctor and Gamble, Proctor and Gamble then produced a new un sexist advert with the altered tag line to ‘people all over America’.  Markle has used conferences and social media to promote her humanitarian work and her status on equal rights, but on a more even keel than advertisers. The UN conference stage and platforms such as TED talks have given modern day feminists an opportunity to share their view and experiences.  At a TED talk in Ustan (2013) feminist and Nigerian author Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie have spoken out about their experiences as a woman in a man’s world telling several mini stories of how she has been treated when she is out a restaurants with male friends and even how when she pays someone for a service, that someone thanks the man she is with because they believe her money to be his.  Adichie shows she is a feminist at heart by not condemning these men for their sexist misconceptions but proposes how we could change this.  Adichie’s theory is to change the way we educate, treat and praise young boys and men, she says ‘we do boys a great injustice because we stifle their humanity’ (TED talk 12/04/13, 11.27secs).  Adichie goes on to explain how as a world we are taught not to immaculate men, bow to their egos and how women are taught at a young age that we can be great, we can be strong, but not as great and not as strong as a man.  The theory Adichie is talking about is how from birth we should be teaching men that its ok for a woman to be a strong as you, it does not mean you are not strong also. The theory is based on how men can feel the same emotions women feel and we should teach men and boys that this is more than acceptable, that it is normal. The theory gives a sense of a world that if boys and girls were taught to understand each other at a young age then equality can be more understood.  As many countries Adichie admits that many people throw away feminist theories because it is not in their culture to treat women as equal and not property, men are still seen as the strong providers and women must be the home makers and be happy she has a man, still giving us a world view of Johnny Weissmuller’s famous interview ‘me Tarzan, you Jane’ (June 1932, Photoplay magazine). The man is in charge as he works hard and is stronger whilst the woman stays home and is oppressed by their husband and society. Adichie quotes ‘Culture doesn’t make people, people make culture’ (TED talk, 12/4/13, 28.14secs).  This quote couldn’t be more true as feminism is slowly changing the way we see equality with each new feminism wave. 
Another modern feminist that has used TED talks to promote equality is Laura Bates. Bates uses a modern and down to earth approach about everyday sexual harassment that a huge majority of women face daily at home, walking the streets and in the work place. At her TED talk in Covent Garden on January 2014 Bates describes a shocking sexual assault that happened to her out in the open in the middle of the day on a bus crowed with strangers.  Bates was on the phone chatting to her mother and a male passenger sat next to her, within moments the make passenger put his hand on her leg, then started to physically grope her.  This was done with no fear that Bates would make a fuss, no fear that there was potential witnesses that may do something to stop him and whilst Bates was actively speaking on the phone where she could easily describe him and ask for help.  When Bates openly and loudly challenges him and asks ‘why are you groping me?’ (Laura Bates, TED talk, Covent Garden, 1.27secs) he just stops, no apology and worst of all when Bates looked towards the other passengers not on could look at her and no one tried to help. Bates then goes on to explain her feelings in that moment, that when no one would acknowledge what had happened she was left to feel ashamed, almost like it was her fault.  The episode sparked a trigger within Bates and she looked back over her lifetime and realised that there had been not a few but hundreds of sexual harassment incidences in her life and in turn Bates started to ask other women she knew about incidences in their lives.  Bates was then overwhelmed by the response and decided to set up at The  Everyday Sexism Project and the project became an instant hit with people telling Bates their stories, flooded with stories from all over the world of predominantly women being sexually harassed and stories from lesbians being told sexist remarks such as they are not actually lesbian they just ‘haven’t had a good dicking’ or they haven’t ‘had the right cock’ showing that many men still can’t handle that a women may not want a man.  Bates set up the website for women to share their experiences and to have a community where women felt safe to talk.  Unfortunately the platform has not always been a safe one, after Bates set up the website her social media pages such as twitter and Facebook have been attacked with threats of rape, how they would rape her and several mentions her breasts,,, if only she would get them out and stop complaining seemed to be a strong theme in the men’s complaints.  Thankfully the threats have not deterred Bates and she has also help to set up Project Guardian alongside the British Transport Police, Metropolitan Police Service, the City of London Police and the Transport for London.  The aim is to encourage reports of sexual harassment and attacks on public transport, the first year of the project saw a 21% increase of reported sex offences to the British Transport Police.
In researching for this essay it has shown that the equal rights for women still has a long way to go, the fight of feminism is not a modern day theory and women have been waging wars for equality long before noted feminism waves. There are inspirational theories, stories, and speakers for feminism all over the world, so the questions must be asked, why is equality still not at the table for women? Should we be introducing feminist texts in schools? should universities make every student attend a number of sexual offence classes so there is more understanding? The answer is simply yes. Books from well know theorists Simone de Beauvoir to Nobel Prize winner Doris Letting should be well known, but in researching no other woman (non-student) spoken to had any idea who these influential women were. When explaining who these women were and their ideas people were surprised that their own feelings of feminism had been already put forward years earlier but still falling on many deaf ears. Beauvoir’s theories stem from 1949 in her book The Second Sex, written in two volumes; Facts and Myths; Lived Experiences cover theories from abortion, from the religious restrictions of the Catholic Church echoing many of today’s views where some countries still have strict abortion laws including sex selection abortions laws. A feminist in her feelings as her books give equal feeling to both men and women and puts forward the theories that marriage can oppress men and women. A case still thought of today as the shackles of modern day life expect an image to be upheld of having everything and then spreading it on social media, this shows how forward Beauvoir’s theory was. Her theory was actually deemed dangerous by some and the Vatican actually has her The Second Sex book on its prohibited book list. This essay has described waves of feminism and the theories past and present that cause the waves.
Kelly Woodrow.
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