Book Review of Thomas Banchoff, ed. ‘Religious Pluralism, Globalization, and World Politics.’ 
 Banchoff, Thomas, ed. Religious Pluralism, Globalization, and World Povalitics. Oxford University Press, 2008, 348 pp., £54.00 hard body (ISBN 978-0-19-532340-5), £13.99 paper body (ISBN 978-0-19-532341-2).  To be submitted to the ‘Journal of Interreligious Studies.’ 

Introduction 
The book; ‘Religious Pluralism, Globalization, and World Politics’ was published in 2008 by Oxford University Press. It was the second in a series drawn from the proceedings at the 2006 International Conference on “The New Religious Pluralism in World Politics’ organised by the Berkley Centre for Religion, Peace, and World Affairs at Georgetown University, Washington DC. The first volume; ‘Democracy and New World Religious Pluralism’ (Oxford University Press, 2007) edited by Thomas Banchoff, Professor of government and Director of the Berkley Centre for Religion, Peace, and World Affairs at Georgetown University, focused on religious pluralism within democratic societies. The second volume also edited by Banchoff, succeeded in bringing leading scholars from different academic disciplines to dialogue on the dimensions of religion and world politics and its ramifications for the public sphere. 
The volume aims mainly to provides a theoretical framework with which both scholars and policymakers can rethink the role of religion in human society, and strategise for peaceful coexistence, conflict resolution and local and international development. 
Structure and Background 
The volume is structured into two parts. The first part; the ‘Challenges of Religious Pluralism in A Global Era’ dealt with existential tensions between religious pluralism and the globalisation and world politics. The authors engage questions such as; what is the definition and functions of religion? Is religious pluralism a catalyst for violence? What is the nature of religion: is it a belief, culture, or a marker of identity? Is it all of these, or none of them? The second part focused on the role of ‘religious actors in world politics.’ It explored the role of national and transnational religious communities as powerful forces engaging with issues of global concerns including human rights, international development, conflict resolution, freedom, dignity, and equality. Leading scholars from across academic disciplines explore themes related to religious pluralism, globalisation, and world politics with the aim to underscore that the role of religion in human society (both constructive and destructive) has often been underestimated (p.4).
The authors posit that to think religious pluralism in modern society is often to evokes the ambivalence of both animosity and a potent force for peaceful engagement. The intense interreligious competitions among transnational religious communities continue to spur new controversies over what constitutes freedom and diversity, identity, and tolerance. Furthermore, the relationship between religions and politics continues has evoked the imageries of conflict and violence. Often, as Witte John argues real-time issues – religious extremism, terrorism, suicide bombing and religiously motivated conflicts, sometimes in tragic proportions’; ‘persecution, false imprisonment, forced starvation, and savage abuses to thousands of others’ do come to mind (p.106-07). In this way, it is easy, and often the case to find links between religion and violence (p.3). Further, the shifting religious identities caused by the forces of globalisation and migration have encouraged, on the one hand, an interreligious dialogue and greater political engagements, and, on the other, interreligious competition that contributed to religious conflicts and running controversy over the meaning and scope of religious freedom. But, is this always to be the case? In this volume, the authors (not in ways that deny the above realities), explored the relationship between religion, globalisation and politics from different backgrounds including, Politics, philosophy and bioethics to find the point of intersections between faith and development and public and private spheres (p.219). Key concepts including religious pluralism and globalisation were clearly defined, and limitations set, to ensure a focused analysis of the issues, and how they interact with the everyday world of politics, across a variety of traditions, regions, and issue areas.
Evaluation 
With friendly and incisive chapters, the authors engage difficult subjects related to the challenges of the religious pluralism in a globalised era. These include the role of religion in disputes, violence, peacebuilding, and transitional justice as evident in excellent chapters by R. Scott Appleby, Kwame Anthony-Appiah, Pratap Bhanu Mehta, Leslie Vinjamuri and Aaron P. Boesenecker, Thomas Michel, S. J., and Katherine Marshall. The authors also moved beyond the simple view of restricting religion to the realm of the supernatural to a more liberal concept of religion. In his chapter, Mehta, drawing examples from the Indian context, argued that, it is often not ‘clear what we are invoking when we invoke “religion” in contemporary arguments’ (p.67). Religion itself is not so much the belief; there are what religious people do - call the practice; who they do it with -the community, and the body of beliefs.’ Often, there are several realms into which the religious phenomena can be linked. To think, therefore, of religion principally as a matter of beliefs will be too narrow and deeply misleading (Anthony-Appiah, 2016). What religion is the authors argue, is largely dependent on who is defining it. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Again, the volume relates to religious pluralism as moving beyond the simple understanding of the mere diversity of religions – ‘different religions on diverse paths to the same truth’. Instead, religious pluralism is seen as patterns of peaceful interactions among religious communities, society, and politics’ (p.5). It overlaps in a political process that joins together these communities - their distinctive interests, ethics, and identity. Religious pluralism so defined blend in a unique relationship with, and can indeed function mainly within modern democracies. ‘Failed states’ they argued ‘cannot provide effective protection for religious minorities or transnational religious communities. Nor can they prevent religious differences from spilling over into bloodshed as is evident in Iraq, Somalia and elsewhere’ (p.6). R. Scott Appleby and Thomas Michel, S. J.’s chapters on ‘Building Sustainable Peace’ and ‘Peaceful Movements in the Muslim World’ respectively explored powerfully, how religious communities as transnational actors are contributing to peacebuilding, international development and conflict resolutions across the globe.
However, this present writer agrees with Gladys Ganiel argument that the authors’ emphasis on peacefulness as definitive of religious pluralism is controversial’ (Ganiel, 2010:177). Besides, the insight that Mehta shared in his chapter using the Indian context as a case study suggests that the issues are not all that straightforward. Even in advances democracies with good governance and best practices, they still are unable to speak to the question of religious convictions and experiences that often provoke religious violence. Mehta, further added richness to this argument, when in his own chapter; ‘The Possibility of Religious Pluralism’, he creates the impression that the ambivalent world of tension existing between religious pluralism and modern democracies will continue to persist. On the one hand, he argues that the main challenges to religious pluralism in modern democracies arise from the ‘normative restrictions’ on what constitutes ‘an acceptable argument when accommodating diversity.’ Yet, on the other hand, reconciling religious pluralism (including transnational religious movements and diversity of culture) in a globalised society with a common political identity, seems to pose a major challenge for modern democracies across the world (p.66). Even if a case is made for the opportunities that modern democracy and good governance present for conflict resolution and peacebuilding, the observations that Mehta made on the Indian context still speaks to the fact that the mere coexistence of religious pluralism and modern democracies is not a guarantee for peacefulness - nothing really is a guarantee. 
Also, the authors’ claim to a neo-liberal approach to understanding religion is very controversial, lacking specifics and provided no specific alternatives.   

Nonetheless, the book provides good insight into the challenges that confront us in contemporary society, and the authors did well to provide the framework on how to relate to the challenges. The chapters are largely friendly, with scholars interacting with ideas from each other – a real pointer to good teamwork. The tone of the scholars is largely gracious; encouraging not only the readability but also complementary to the very character of the book. 
Conclusion
Overall, the book is an excellent piece of academic work with very insightful chapters on contemporarily relevant topics, with solid and very coherent arguments backed with relevant evidence. In general, the authors were emphatically neutral in their presentations and often seek a logical conclusion to issues raised. 
The book is a useful material for both scholars and policymakers as is a very useful course material for students in Interreligious/Interfaith Studies, Political Studies, and International Relations. 
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