	
	Targets
	Evidence

	Target 1
	  Read more widely using current and relevant material from books and journals as well as websites to expand your knowledge and understanding of the topic.  
	I have used a wide range of research in this assignment I have used more books within my reference list to expand my knowledge.

	Target 2 
	Develop your critical thinking ability by giving balanced views to statements offered.
	In this assignment I have been more critical. I have used different view and opinions on the chosen question.

	Target  3
	Suggest the impact of your research on your own practice. What has this meant for the type of teacher that you endeavour to become?
	I have implemented this target by, mentioning in my conclusion  whether or I would use my chosen observation within my teaching practice and future career.






















Professional and Pedagogic Studies: Researching the Learning: what, how and why am I teaching?

How do teachers keep children in a mixed ability class engaged?
This literature review  will discuss how children engage in a mixed ability class in foundation learning class. It will view and give examples through an observation the children took part in, in a phonics session where the class were divided  up into focus groups. In addition ,the aim of the literature review is to give an insight into whether children’s engagement is better while  in a mixed ability class  or a group that meets their abilities. Furthermore, within this assignment it will identify new curriculum aims to encourage learning through play and outdoor activities while in foundation learning. The Welsh government (2023) comments  that all teachers should now build upon the twelve pedagogical principles to encourage pupils in their progression and also by teachers providing opportunities consistently. Welsh government (2022) comments that learning does not just happen in stages or phases it continues throughout their time in school. O’Connor et al (2020)  to enable a teacher to meet the child’s outcomes. It is knowing who is the teacher is teaching and what aspect of there learning that requires support, as this will be unique to each individual. 
Literature review
In 2020 the new curriculum for Wales was published and was developed by teachers and other practitioners  it aims to encourage schools to create their own curriculum to support children of all abilities to have successful futures beyond education. Estyn (2020) reports that schools in Wales are taking pupils ideas and implementing them into their learning within their curriculum, it has shown an increase in positive attitudes and is improving children’s engagement. Ireson & Hallam (2001) state that within their research that  teachers need to recognise that classes of a  mixed ability will have different strengths and weakness and children will learn at different stages. Sometimes, children can be given labels as bad or good within their academic learning. However,  Ackah-Jnr Appiah and Kwao (2020) discuss within their research that inclusive language is important for children when giving children labels as this can be detrimental   on a child’s well-being.  The United Nation Convention on the Rights of a Child (1989) states in article 30 children have the right to be use their own language, culture and religion even if is not shared with others .One of the key features of the twelve pedagogical principles is authentic and purposeful learning, that why language is important when trying to get children engaged.. 
[bookmark: _Hlk159437636] Welsh government (2023) comments that pupils are at their highest in engagement when something stimulates their interest, especially in the lower ability groups. Raab and Dunst (2009) agrees that child interest-based learning increases a child’s engagement in everyday activity. However, within the new curriculum, the four  purposes are designed to help children to have successful futures, and it’s the basis for all teaching in Wales. The Welsh Government (2023) state that the four purposes is a shared innovation for all children and young people this will support them into being accomplished adults . Professor Donald (2021)  recommends that the curriculum is designed around the six areas of learning which integrate with one another . The Historical Association comments that cross-curriculum teaching motivates the children through stimulating interconnecting topics. The curriculum needs to identify all aspects of learning across the continuum this may differ for many learners.  Neves, Almeida and Ferreira (2023) agrees  the curriculum needs to identify the four purposes in their own teaching  to enable them to be inclusive for all mixed abilities. Hoppey and Leskey (2013) argue that while legislation and policies identify that all school need to be inclusive this brings challenges and a constraints with learners having different profiles on their learning. It has been identified there are obstacles to mixed ability classes, and this is due to specialised staff, resources and the lack of teachers. Neves, Almeida and Ferreria (2023) emphasises further to state that it is just a change of roles or a change professional mindset not a change in policies. Lopez (2023) agrees and states that you should teach everyone the same but change the type of support that you give the learner in which they will engage.
Methodology 
To record the  findings and observation on how teachers keep children in a mixed ability class  engaged the  Leaven scale was applied  ( appendix 1). The Leaven scale is a five point scale which allows teacher and other practitioners to measure a child’s wellbeing and engagement. The Leaven scale takes on a child centred approach which is  at the centre of the learning, making it a meaningful observation. The teachers guide (2021) emphasises  that research observations mainly based off instructions are the most effective especially when it comes too early years teaching. 
In addition, Woods (2016) observed children with high levels of engagement and they showed a show a strong sense of contentment and satisfaction. During the observation you could differentiate the children who had high levels of engagement compared to the children with a lower level of engagement as you could see the rise in confidence and their level of interest. From reading off the Leuven scale these traits would represent as low engagement as child A was easily distracted and it was evident that they had completely lost focus.
Nevertheless,  Macrae (2023) states even though the Leuven scale has shown to be a very popular tool across the United Kingdom it has been  criticised due to it lack of inclusivity.  However, it was been noted that If you were observing children in a specialist teaching facility where the children may be non-verbal or have other disabilities it may not be as versatile to use the Leuven scale .The learning journal agrees that the Leuven scale is not a diverse method to collect research, as it does not take into consideration children with special needs or other disabilities. 


Discussion and findings
An ethical approach should run through the entirety of your study and research , and at each point planning by collecting data, and asking yourself is this ethical?  Wellington (2005) stresses that all educational research should be ‘ETHICAL’ Wellington uses capitalization to signify the importance of this. Showing an ethical approach during research is essential, but not only during research but as educators you should continuously use a moral approach. The British Educational Research Association (BERA, 2018) comment that educators who are undertaking research in schools should show an ethic of respect to the individual or group of individuals involved in the research.
During observations it was noticed that child A would sit at the back of the class and keeping quiet during the whole class session and not engaging.  It was evident through Sowton (2021) the findings that children’s engagement is at its highest whilst paired or in groups which consist of the weakest and strongest student. This approach can be used with inside or outside the classroom. This can support learners to help and understand other children ability.  This can also be a barrier on times to learners with different mixed  academic attainment. This can lead the students to be frustrated as they want to be challenged or with lower level attainment can become bored and lost. In addition, this can be hard for teachers to get to know everyone on an individual basis due to time constraints and resources. Bremner (2008) that all the responsibility should not be on the teacher and that children showed take ownership of their own learner.  Hanish (2022) When the children were in the focus groups or paired up this was positive in children building relationships and made them feel positive. The focus groups were made up of  objects and rhymes that interested that specific group of children. For example the theme of dinosaurs and other animals was a key to keeping the children’s engagement. 
In contrast to the findings Vygotsky (2016) otherwise believes that a child learns through interaction and being shown. Furthermore, Vygotsky theory of Zone of proximal development (ZPD)cited in Oates and Grayson (2004) describes how putting a more knowledgeable student with a student with little understanding can be beneficial. And can help the student to build on their understanding of a topic by giving them the appropriate tools to build on their cognitive development. The United Nation Convention on the Rights of a Child (1989) states in article 29 that education must help you to develop your skills and talents to the full. Similar to Vygotsky’s theory on ZPD, Maria Montessori classroom approach allows children of similar ages too come together and learn from each other. Ruhl (2024) comments that this method of teaching recognises the benefit of creating a family of learners and helps develop social and academic skills. 
Child A was of a lower ability and took a while to process questions, child A often needed a prompt or guidance to help. On observation  it was noticed when it came to the whole class session child A went straight to the back of the class and rarely participated in the class discussion. In contrast to child A being in a whole class lesson, while child A was in a focus group they thrived a lot more. They were then situated at the front of the class, and it was clear they felt a lot more confidant in themselves as they were not afraid to answer questions. Morin (2014) expresses that if a child is not meeting a milestone this doesn’t necessarily mean their cognitive development is not being met, and which is similar to Piaget theory that children will work at their own pace and time to complete a allocated task.
Child B showed continuous involvement when it came to the whole class sessions and the focus groups, they showed high levels of interest in the task. You could see from observing that child B was very confidant in their answers and showed a sense of fulfilment when they got praised for the right answer. However, child B engagement was higher while in a focus group. While observing child B in a mixed ability class, I noticed child B started to lose concentration when coming to the end of the lesson. It was observed that this was because the teacher paused the lesson, to break down the question for the children of the lower ability.
Conclusion/recommendations
The research has shown that it is evident that children are at their highest in engagement while they are working in pairs and groups that are catered to their ability and that include interest based learning. It has been identified that is effectively for teachers to teach a narrow ability classroom. However, a mixed ability classroom can come with it challenges. Furthermore, this is where teachers can use one page profiles to view what the children enjoy and to try and incorporate  it in their learning and keep them engaged. Sauderson, Smith and Wilson (2010) state this would be individualised for each young person and this can help with target setting and this will help for the learning can be meaningful for that child.  In addition,  even though the findings were evident, the Leuven scale did not take into account children with additional learning needs. Especially   that child A got distracted easily when they struggled with the whole class work this may have something to do with the classroom environment or child A may have an undiagnosed learning difficulty. However, while doing research it has been interesting to see how some theory’s think the opposite to what was found on observation. Throughout the research and reading there has been different theories and opinions on focus groups. It is uncertain whether or not how useful these would be in a career in teaching, as the lack of inclusivity to support all children in the classroom. Through my research and observation I have also noticed the importance of a teacher adapting their language and the terms they use depending on who they are speaking too












Appendix 1

	
	5 Minutes
	10 Minutes
	15 Minutes

	CHILD A	
(low ability)
	Moderate
	Low
	Extremely Low

	CHILD B
(high ability)
	High
	High
	Moderate 


Childs engagement when in a mixed ability group

	
	5 Minutes
	10 Minutes
	15 Minutes

	CHILD A 
(low ability)
	High
	Extremely High
	High

	CHILD B
(high ability)
	Extremely high
	Extremely high
	High


Childs engagement when put in a ability focus group
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Adfyfyrio Proffesiynol - Professional Reflection 

Roedd y Dyddiau Ymchwil yn caniatáu i ti ddechrau wneud cysylltiadau rhwng damcaniaeth ac arfer.  Defnyddia’r templed hwn i fyfyrio ar dy brofiad fel ymchwilydd.  
The Research Days allowed you to start making connections between theory and practice.  Use this template to reflect on your experience as a researcher.  

1. Disgrifia UN o'r arsylwadau a gyflawnwyd gennyt.  Beth wnest ti ei ddysgu ohono? 
Describe ONE of the observations you carried out.  What did you learn from it? –
I observed a phonics session. I learnt that children need to have lessons based around things that interest them.

1. Beth oedd yr heriau a'r cyfleoedd o fod yn sylwedydd nad oedd yn cymryd rhan (non-participant observer) yn yr ystafell ddosbarth?
What were the challenges and opportunities of being a non-participant observer in the classroom?- By being a non-participant you notice more and notice a child’s actions and interactions

1. Yn dy brofiad di, beth oedd manteision a chyfyngiadau'r Raddfa Leuven fel offeryn ymchwil?
In your experience, what were the benefits and limitations of the Leuven Scale as a research tool?- The benefits of using the Leuven scale is that it’s a child centred observations. However, while using the Leaven scale I found that it didn’t take into consideration if a child had a learning disability. 

1. Beth oedd prif bwyntiau dysgu i ti o ran bod yn ymchwilydd yn yr ystafell ddosbarth? 
What were the main points of learning for you in terms of being a researcher in the classroom? – I learned that  you need to be ethical at every point while collecting research.

1. Beth fyddet ti'n ei wneud yn wahanol pe bae ti'n cynnal yr ymchwil hon eto?  Pam?
What would you do differently if you were to conduct this research again?  Why?-
If I was to do the observation again I would of taken into consideration more that child A may have had undiagnosed learning disability that’s why they are struggling. I maybe would have looked have other resources that are more inclusive.



1. Trafoda unrhyw ddulliau eraill o ymchwil y gallet eu defnyddio yn yr ystafell ddosbarth i wella dy ymarfer.  Beth yw'r pethau positif a negyddol?
Discuss any other methods of research you could use in the classroom to improve your practice.  What are the positives and negatives?- Maybe using a more controlled observation to collect research as this is another way to measure behaviour and provide analytical data. However, a disadvantage of this is if the child knows they are being observed they may change their behaviour.
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