The Atmosphere
The Earth is surrounded by a region filled with gases that we refer to as the atmosphere. This region can be divided into several layers determined by the level of gases – or air contained. The layer closest to the earth’s surface is the troposphere. This thin layer contains about three-quarters of the air in the atmosphere. The highest mountain, Mt Everest is within this layer. Changes within this layer, such as level of moisture, create changing weather conditions we experience on earth.
The higher you go in the troposphere, the lower the temperature becomes and the air becomes thinner. That is why high mountains have snow and mountain climbers require oxygen. Above this layer and about 10 kilometres from the surface is the stratosphere. Here the air is very thin. Jet aeroplanes will climb into the stratosphere as the air is stable. The ozone layer or dense layer of ozone gas is in the stratosphere.
The next layer above the stratosphere is the mesosphere and then the ionosphere. This final layer is the largest part of the atmosphere reaching to about 150 kilometres above the Earth’s surface. However, it only contains about one per cent of the air. The atmosphere has no definite end but rather it becomes thinner as you go higher.
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