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The following needs assessment of Swansea, will allow me to identify potential socio-economic issues by analysing and comparing recent data. The purpose of this needs assessment is to allow me to identify a need or collection of needs that require improving. 

Population Data 















Figure 1.1 Graph showing a mid-year estimation of the population within the United Kingdom from 1971 to 2016.  Data source: (https://www.ons.gov.uk) 






	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




	
	Population
	Percentage

	Swansea 
	179,485
	100

	Male
	89,067
	49.6

	Females
	90,418
	50.4

	Lives in a Household
	175,437
	97.7

	Lives in a Communal Establishment
	4,048
	2.3


 Figure 1.2 Table showing the population of Swansea as of the 2011 census. 
 Data Source: (https://www.ons.gov.uk) 








Figure 1.3 Graph showing the mid-year population estimates in Wales Regions from 1991 to 2016. Data Source: www.stats.Wales.gov.Wales




Figure 1.1 shows that the estimated population in the United Kingdom in 2016 was 67 million. Figure 1.2 shows that Swansea’s population is estimated at 179,485 as of the 2011 census. The data indicates that Swansea’s population makes up a small fraction of the overall population in the United Kingdom. However, Figure 1.3 shows that out of the 22 regions that make up Wales, Swansea has the second highest population as of 2016. Cardiff is the only region with a larger population. This indicates that Swansea is one of the major cities within Wales. 

















Employment rates and Income data

Figure 1.4 shows the employment rates in Wales. Data Source www.gov.wales






































Figure 1.5 shows the employment rates in Wales and Swansea from the year 2001-2013. Data Source: www.gov.wales




Figure 1.6 Shows the average gross weekly full-time earnings in Wales regions in 2013. Data Source: Office for National Statistics



Figure 1.7 Shows the gross disposable household income per head in Wales regions in 2012. Data source: Office for National Statistics















	Swansea In Wales 
	Count
	%

	All usual residents aged 16 to 74
	133,925
	100

	Economically active
	82,416
	61.5

	In employment
	69,811
	52.1

	Employee: Part-time
	18,578
	13.9

	Employee: Full-time
	43,304
	32.3

	Self-employed
	7,929
	5.9

	Unemployed
	5,550
	4.1

	Full-time student
	7,055
	5.3

	Economically Inactive
	51,509
	38.5

	Retired
	19,666
	14.7

	Student (including full-time students)
	13,639
	10.2

	Looking after home or family
	5,248
	3.9

	Long-term sick or disabled
	9,841
	7.3

	Other
	3,115
	2.3

	Unemployed: Age 16 to 24
	1,658
	1.2

	Unemployed: Age 50 to 74
	868
	0.6

	Unemployed: Never worked
	835
	0.6

	Long-term unemployed
	2,038
	1.5




















Figure 1.8 Table showing the employment of Swansea residents between the ages of 16-74, as of the 2011 census. Data source: www.nomisweb.co.uk

	Males in Swansea 
	Count
	%

	All usual residents aged 16 to 74
	67,297
	100

	Economically active
	43,804
	65.1

	In employment
	36,926
	54.9

	Employee: Part-time
	4,621
	6.9

	Employee: Full-time
	26,459
	39.3

	Self-employed
	5,846
	8.7

	Unemployed
	3,595
	5.3

	Full-time student
	3,283
	4.9

	Economically Inactive
	23,493
	34.9

	Retired
	8,314
	12.4

	Student (including full-time students)
	7,901
	11.7

	Looking after home or family
	657
	1

	Long-term sick or disabled
	5,140
	7.6

	Other
	1,481
	2.2

	Unemployed: Age 16 to 24
	1,038
	1.5

	Unemployed: Age 50 to 74
	638
	0.9

	Unemployed: Never worked
	491
	0.7

	Long-term unemployed
	1,233
	1.8











			












Figure 1.9 Table showing employment of Males in Swansea from ages 16-74 as of the 2011 census. Data Source: www.nomisweb.co.uk






















	Swansea Female population
	Count
	%

	All usual residents aged 16 to 74
	66,628
	100

	Economically active
	38,612
	58

	In employment
	32,885
	49.4

	Employee: Part-time
	13,957
	20.9

	Employee: Full-time
	16,845
	25.3

	Self-employed
	2,083
	3.1

	Unemployed
	1,955
	2.9

	Full-time student
	3,772
	5.7

	Economically Inactive
	28,016
	42

	Retired
	11,352
	17

	Student (including full-time students)
	5,738
	8.6

	Looking after home or family
	4,591
	6.9

	Long-term sick or disabled
	4,701
	7.1

	Other
	1,634
	2.5

	Unemployed: Age 16 to 24
	620
	0.9

	Unemployed: Age 50 to 74
	230
	0.3

	Unemployed: Never worked
	344
	0.5

	Long-term unemployed
	805
	1.2


Figure 2.0 Table showing employment of females in Swansea from ages 16-74 as of the 2011 census. Data Source: www.nomisweb.co.uk




Figure 1.4 gives the employment rate in all Welsh regions in 2013. The data indicates that Swansea had the fifth worst employment rate in Wales. Furthermore figure 1.5 indicates that Swansea’s employment rate has fallen below the Welsh average from the year 2007 to 2013. When comparing the employment rate in Swansea to Cardiff and Rhondda Cynon Taff, which are the areas that’s population is most similar, Swansea’s employment rate was worse than both regions. Figure 1.6 gives the gross weekly earnings of all 22 of the Welsh regions in 2013. Swansea’s gross weekly earnings were the eighth worst in 2013 and again fell below both Cardiff and the Rhondda Cynon Taff. Figure 1.7 shows the gross disposable income in Wales’ 22 regions in 2012. The data indicates that Swansea were the seventh worst region in Wales. Cardiff had the third highest gross disposable income. This indicates that Swansea needs economic investment, especially in the job sector as employment rates and income are at low levels when compared to other regions with similar populations. 
Figures 1.8, 1.9 and 2.0 break down the employment statistics in Swansea of people aged between 16 to 74. Figure 1.8 shows that 4.1% of Swansea’s population were unemployed. Furthermore Figures 1.9 and 2.0 indicate that there was a higher percentage of males that were unemployed than females. This data further indicates the need for more job opportunities and investment in Swansea. An article by the BBC (2012) suggests that a few of the possible reasons that Swansea’s unemployment statistics are high is because of an overreliance on the public sector for jobs and a large number of unskilled and unqualified people. The data indicates that unemployment is a key issue within Swansea. 









































	Swansea 
	Count
	%

	All usual residents
	179,485
	100

	Age 0 to 4
	9,916
	5.5

	Age 5 to 7
	5,447
	3

	Age 8 to 9
	3,573
	2

	Age 10 to 14
	9,545
	5.3

	Age 15
	1,919
	1.1

	Age 16 to 17
	3,958
	2.2

	Age 18 to 19
	6,759
	3.8

	Age 20 to 24
	17,679
	9.8

	Age 25 to 29
	12,449
	6.9

	Age 30 to 44
	33,567
	18.7

	Age 45 to 59
	32,976
	18.4

	Age 60 to 64
	10,713
	6

	Age 65 to 74
	15,824
	8.8

	Age 75 to 84
	10,979
	6.1

	Age 85 to 89
	2,789
	1.6

	Age 90 and over
	1,392
	0.8

	Mean Age
	39.5
	-

	Median Age
	38
	








Age and Wellbeing
Figure 2.2 Shows the age structure in Swansea in 2011. Data Source: Office for National Statistics 


















Figure 2.3 Graph showing older people supported in the community in Wales regions in 2013-2014 Data source: www.gov.wales




Figure 2.4 Graph showing mid-year estimates of Swansea’s population in 2016. Data source: www.swansea.gov.uk




Figure 2.2 shows the age structure within Swansea as of the 2011 census. The graph indicates that the two largest age groups within Swansea are ages 30-44 and 45-59. Both age groups combined account for 37% of Swansea’s population. The data in figure 2.2 also indicates that Swansea has a large number of elderly people, as 14.9% of the population are over the age of 65. A more recent estimation shown in figure 2.4 puts the number of citizens in Swansea over the age of 65 nearer to 20% of the population. This indicates that Swansea has an ageing population. Figure 2.3 also shows that for every 1000 people Swansea have 66 older people that are supported in some way. An ageing can mean an increase in demand on health and social services. 












Figure 2.6 Shows the total admissions to mental health facilities by local health board in 2015-2016. Data source: statswales.gov.wales
Figure 2.5 Graph showing mental component summary score in Wales regions in 2012 and 2013. The lower the score the worse mental health and wellbeing in the area. Data source: www.gov.wales.co.uk

The World Health Organisation (WHO, 2014) defines mental health as a state of well-being, in which every individual realises his or her own potential, can cope with the normal stresses of life, can work productively or fruitfully, and is able to make a contribution to her or his community. The Mental Health Foundation (2016) state that in Wales 13% of adults over the age of 16 had received treatment for a mental health problem. This was an increase from the previous year. Figure 2.5 shows the mental component summary score in the regions of Wales in 2012 and 2013. A lower score means that mental health and wellbeing is worse. Swansea’s mean score was the second worse in Wales. This indicates that there is an issue with mental health and wellbeing in Swansea. Furthermore figure 2.6 shows that Abertawe Bro Morgannwg University Health Board, which is the health board for Swansea admitted the most patients for mental health reasons. The issue of mental health in Swansea may be connected to the employment issues and ageing population. The reason for this is that the lack of employment opportunities can lead to mental health problems like depression or low self-esteem, this is supported by Goldsmith and Diette (2012).  
 
































Figure 2.7 Graph showing the percentage of welsh speakers aged 3+ in 2011. Data source: gov.wales





















Figure 2.9 Graph showing the percentage of Swansea residents that can speak, read and write Welsh as of the 2011 census. Data source: Office for National Statistics 
Figure 2.8 Graph to show the number of Swansea residents that can speak, read and write Welsh compared to usual resident population. Data source: Office for National Statistics 
Figure 2.8 Graph showing the percentage of welsh speakers in Wales and Swansea from 2001 – 2013. Data source: gov.wales

Figure 2.7 shows the percentage of welsh speakers per region in Wales in 2011. The graph shows that the whole of Wales has less than half of their population speaking Welsh with the exception of the Isle of Anglesey. Swansea has the eighth worst percentage of Welsh speakers in Wales with 11 percent. Figure 2.9 breaks down the number of residents in Swansea that can speak, read and write Welsh. The data indicates that every ward in Swansea has a minute percentage of residents that can speak, read and write welsh. The only wards in Swansea that have more than 20 percent are Townhill and Landore. The data implicates a possible issue in both Wales and Swansea as the numbers of welsh speakers are extremely low. The residents of Swansea are missing out on the potential benefits of learning the Welsh language. Firstly, learning languages can improve brain function and the ability to learn. Also knowing another language can reduce mental decline as people get older, this is supported by Devine (2016). This suggests that an increase in uptake of the Welsh language in Swansea could have a positive effect on the poor mental health.  Furthermore, on top of improving attention spans and brain activity, the Welsh language is part of the culture, the low number of welsh speakers in Swansea signifies a loss of cultural identity. The popularity of the Welsh language is a key issue in Swansea that needs to be addressed. Finally speaking Welsh can improve employability as it is part of welsh law that both English and welsh be treated equally, this is supported by Cymraeg.gov.wales (2015). An increase in Welsh speakers could have a positive effect on the poor employment in Swansea. 



























Homelessness
Figure 3.0 Shows the monthly mean number of rough sleepers in Swansea contacted per day. Data source: www.thewallich.com















Figure 3.2 Graph showing the estimated number of rough sleepers in Wales by local authority in 2011. Data Source: stats.Wales
Figure 3.1 Graph showing newly homeless households in Wales by local authority in 2011. Data source: Stats.Wales



Figure 3.0 shows the mean monthly number of rough sleepers in Swansea per day, from October 2013 to December 2017. The data shows that the number of rough sleepers in Swansea has increased steadily from 2013 to 2017. This indicates that homelessness is an issue in Swansea. Furthermore figure 3.1 shows that Swansea had the highest number of newly homeless households in Wales in 2011.More recent data shown in figure 3.2 shows that Swansea had the fifth largest number of rough sleepers in 2016-17. The issue of homelessness in Swansea needs addressing as it can affect mental health. Figure 2.5 supports this as It shows that Swansea has the second worst mental health and wellbeing in Wales. Furthermore, homelessness is linked to high levels of unemployment. Figure 2.5 shows that Wales’ employment rate has continuously fallen below the Welsh average since 2007, which may be linked to the increase in homelessness.   

In conclusion, this needs assessment has highlighted a few of the key issues that Swansea is currently experiencing. Firstly, although Swansea’s population is a fraction of the United Kingdoms, it is the second most populated region in Wales. In terms of employment, Swansea has fallen below the Welsh average since 2007. Furthermore, the data has indicated that Swansea’s mental health and wellbeing is the second worst in Wales, which may be linked to the low levels of employment. Secondly the amount of Welsh speakers in Swansea is extremely low, indicating that the language may be dying out in the region. Homelessness within Swansea is an issue that has been increasing since 2013. The number of rough sleepers in Swansea at the end of 2017 was the highest recorded in four years. Swansea recorded the highest number of newly homeless households in Wales in 2011. Finally, the data has indicated that Swansea has an ageing population with almost one fifth being over the age of 65. The possible implications of this are that the National Health and Social services will have an increased demand. The issues highlighted in this needs assessment are some of the major issues being experienced in Swansea currently. 
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Graph to show average gross weekly full time earnings in Wales regions as of 2013
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Pounds Sterling



Graph showing gross disposable household income per head in Wales regions in 2012
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Pie chart showing the age structure in Swansea in 2011
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Older people supported in the community in Wales Regions in 2013-2014
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Graph showing estimates of Swansea population mid-year 2016 

All ages 	0-15	16-64	65+	244513.0	42962.0	155331.0	47220.0	Age Group


Population estimate



Pie chart showing the total admissions to mental health facilities by local health board in 2015-2016 
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Mental component summary score in 2012 and 2013 
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Graph showing the percentage of welsh speakers aged 3+ in 2011
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Graph to show the percentage of Swansea residents that can speak, read and write welsh in 2011
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Graph to show the number of Swansea residents that can speak, read and write Welsh compared to usual resident population aged 3+
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Percentage of welsh speakers in Wales and Swansea from 2001 - 2013
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Graph showing rough sleepers in Swansea per day (Monthly Mean)
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Estimated number of rough sleepers in 2016-17 in each region in Wales 
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Estimated number of rough sleepers 



Graph showing newly homeless household by local authortity in 2011

Swansea	Merthyr Tydfil	Carmarthenshire	Newport	Bridgend	Pembrokeshire	Wrexham	Gwynedd	Isle of Anglesey	Cardiff	Torfaen	Blaenau Gwent	Conwy	Powys	Vale of Glamorgan	Ceredigion	Caerphilly	Monmouthshire	Denbighshire	Neath Port Talbot	Rhondda Cynon Taf	Flintshire	14.9	12.0	11.2	11.0	10.0	9.7	8.0	8.0	7.8	7.6	7.0	6.8	6.0	5.7	5.5	5.0	4.0	4.0	3.8	3.0	2.5	2.0	Wales Regions


Households recognised each year as newly homeless by local authority per 1000 households



United Kingdom population mid-year estimate from 1995 - 2016
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Population in millions



Graph to show population estimates in Wales regions

Mid-year 1991	Isle of Anglesey	Gwynedd	Conwy	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Wrexham	Powys	Ceredigion	Pembrokeshire	Carmarthenshire	Swansea	Neath Port Talbot	Bridgend	Vale of Glamorgan	Cardiff	Rhondda Cynon Taf	Merthyr Tydfil	Caerphilly	Blaenau Gwent	Torfaen	Monmouthshire	Newport	69123.0	115007.0	107951.0	89395.0	142036.0	124180.0	119703.0	65933.0	112446.0	169725.0	229743.0	138844.0	129477.0	118053.0	296941.0	234917.0	59594.0	170615.0	72666.0	90961.0	80209.0	135479.0	Mid-year 2001	Isle of Anglesey	Gwynedd	Conwy	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Wrexham	Powys	Ceredigion	Pembrokeshire	Carmarthenshire	Swansea	Neath Port Talbot	Bridgend	Vale of Glamorgan	Cardiff	Rhondda Cynon Taf	Merthyr Tydfil	Caerphilly	Blaenau Gwent	Torfaen	Monmouthshire	Newport	67806.0	116844.0	109674.0	93070.0	148629.0	128540.0	126398.0	75417.0	113058.0	173652.0	223463.0	134380.0	128735.0	119277.0	310088.0	231910.0	56207.0	169546.0	70000.0	90912.0	84984.0	137642.0	Mid-year 2011	Isle of Anglesey	Gwynedd	Conwy	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Wrexham	Powys	Ceredigion	Pembrokeshire	Carmarthenshire	Swansea	Neath Port Talbot	Bridgend	Vale of Glamorgan	Cardiff	Rhondda Cynon Taf	Merthyr Tydfil	Caerphilly	Blaenau Gwent	Torfaen	Monmouthshire	Newport	69913.0	121523.0	115326.0	93919.0	152666.0	135070.0	133071.0	75293.0	122613.0	183961.0	238691.0	139880.0	139410.0	126679.0	345442.0	234373.0	58851.0	178782.0	69812.0	91190.0	91508.0	145785.0	Mid-year 2012	Isle of Anglesey	Gwynedd	Conwy	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Wrexham	Powys	Ceredigion	Pembrokeshire	Carmarthenshire	Swansea	Neath Port Talbot	Bridgend	Vale of Glamorgan	Cardiff	Rhondda Cynon Taf	Merthyr Tydfil	Caerphilly	Blaenau Gwent	Torfaen	Monmouthshire	Newport	70049.0	122142.0	115515.0	94066.0	152743.0	135919.0	132952.0	76046.0	123035.0	184317.0	239633.0	140108.0	139740.0	126831.0	348493.0	235599.0	58898.0	179022.0	69822.0	91372.0	91659.0	146106.0	Mid-year 2013	Isle of Anglesey	Gwynedd	Conwy	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Wrexham	Powys	Ceredigion	Pembrokeshire	Carmarthenshire	Swansea	Neath Port Talbot	Bridgend	Vale of Glamorgan	Cardiff	Rhondda Cynon Taf	Merthyr Tydfil	Caerphilly	Blaenau Gwent	Torfaen	Monmouthshire	Newport	70091.0	121911.0	115835.0	94510.0	153240.0	136399.0	132705.0	75964.0	123261.0	184681.0	240332.0	139898.0	140480.0	127159.0	351710.0	236114.0	59021.0	179247.0	69789.0	91407.0	92100.0	146558.0	Mid-year 2014	Isle of Anglesey	Gwynedd	Conwy	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Wrexham	Powys	Ceredigion	Pembrokeshire	Carmarthenshire	Swansea	Neath Port Talbot	Bridgend	Vale of Glamorgan	Cardiff	Rhondda Cynon Taf	Merthyr Tydfil	Caerphilly	Blaenau Gwent	Torfaen	Monmouthshire	Newport	70169.0	122273.0	116287.0	94791.0	153804.0	136714.0	132675.0	75425.0	123666.0	184898.0	241297.0	140490.0	141214.0	127685.0	354294.0	236888.0	59065.0	179941.0	69674.0	91609.0	92336.0	146841.0	Mid-year 2015	Isle of Anglesey	Gwynedd	Conwy	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Wrexham	Powys	Ceredigion	Pembrokeshire	Carmarthenshire	Swansea	Neath Port Talbot	Bridgend	Vale of Glamorgan	Cardiff	Rhondda Cynon Taf	Merthyr Tydfil	Caerphilly	Blaenau Gwent	Torfaen	Monmouthshire	Newport	69979.0	122864.0	116218.0	94691.0	154074.0	136647.0	132642.0	74642.0	123464.0	185123.0	242382.0	140992.0	142092.0	127592.0	357160.0	237411.0	59324.0	180164.0	69544.0	91836.0	92476.0	147769.0	Mid-year 2016	Isle of Anglesey	Gwynedd	Conwy	Denbighshire	Flintshire	Wrexham	Powys	Ceredigion	Pembrokeshire	Carmarthenshire	Swansea	Neath Port Talbot	Bridgend	Vale of Glamorgan	Cardiff	Rhondda Cynon Taf	Merthyr Tydfil	Caerphilly	Blaenau Gwent	Torfaen	Monmouthshire	Newport	69723.0	123627.0	116538.0	94805.0	154419.0	136710.0	132160.0	74146.0	123954.0	185610.0	244513.0	141588.0	143177.0	128463.0	361468.0	238306.0	59810.0	180462.0	69628.0	92052.0	92843.0	149148.0	Wales Regions


Population




Graph to show employment rates in Wales regions as of 2013

Powys	Monmouthshire	Wrexham	Flintshire	Bridgend	Conwy	Denbighshire	Gwynedd	Caerphilly	Isle of Anglesey	Pembrokeshire	Cardiff	Carmarthenshire	Newport	Neath Port Talbot	Torfaen	Rhondda Cynon Taf	Swansea	Merthyr Tydfil	Ceredigion	Blaenau Gwent	Vale of Glamorgan	76.0	75.0	74.0	73.0	72.0	71.0	71.0	70.0	70.0	69.0	69.0	68.0	67.0	67.0	66.0	66.0	65.0	64.0	63.0	62.0	61.0	Wales Regions 


Percentage of working age population



Graph to show employment rates in Wales and Swansea from 2001 to 2013
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Percentage of working age population
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