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INTRODUCTION: This support paper to the presentation will be focusing on the case study of a family facing adversity and that will be Julie family in Bradford in United Kingdom it will be covering the factors of vulnerability and their impact on the live of the children in this family. The paper will also discuss the intervention of the social service and evaluate the outcome. 
What is vulnerability?
Vulnerability according to oxford language dictionary is ‘the quality or state of being exposed to the possibility of being attacked or harmed, either physically or emotionally’. Oxford dictionary (2022).
Factors of vulnerability include:
Parental involvement with criminal justice system. NSPCC (2018)
Parents involved in domestic abuse. NSPCC (2018)
Parents misuse of drugs/alcohol (substance misuse). NSPCC (2018).
Parents with mental health problems. NSPCC (2018).
Identification of a case study with example of vulnerability
Julie family in Bradford in United Kingdom is a typical example of a vulnerable family. UWTSD module (2022). For the sake of word count the detailed story have been moved to the appendix of this supporting paper. 
 Specific reasons why this family was in position of vulnerability
This family was in position of vulnerability as a result of the following reasons: Julie being the only parent in the family was periodically away from the family home, she was involved in criminal behaviour and was involved in substance misuse (Heroin addiction). As result of this drug intake the family was poor.
Factors in this case which might not be seen in an average family include:
[bookmark: _Hlk99631626]Parental substance misuse: Parent substance misuse is the long-term misuse of drugs and /or alcohol by a parent or carer. NSPCC learning (2021). 
Parent involved in criminal justice system: In this case, it is factor apparently seen in the life history of Julie.
Prostitution involvement: Julie was involved in prostitution to fund her drug consumption
School absenteeism: None of the children were attending school on regular bases and three of the boys were permanently excluded from school.
Antisocial and criminal behaviour: The children were involved in antisocial and criminal behaviours such as criminal damage, shoplifting begging and rowdy behaviours and the neighbours were unhappy with them.
Poverty: The family was poor because Julie was spending on drugs 
Case study: see appendix.
Demonstration of the knowledge of the issues of the case
The main issue of the case study is ‘’Parental substance misuse’’
Theoretical knowledge and Professional perspective: According to NSPCC Parental substance misuse is the long-term misuse of drugs and alcohol by a parent or carer. NSPCC Learning (2021).
The impact: 
Child neglect: Parents who take drug find it difficult to stay organised as to be able to give the children the support they need NSPCC (2021).
They find it difficult to keep the family tidy as a result of being in the influence of drug NSPCC (2021).
Physical abuse: Parent who take drug may find it difficult to control their emotion and this results in physical abuse of the child. NSPCC (2021).
Emotional abuse: Parent who take drug could act in an unpredictable and irrational manner and this in turn affects the child NSPCC. Aldgate et.al. (2011). 
Impact on brain: drug intake by parent can cause impairment in the cognitive development of the child example, control of the impulse. Shonkoff et.al. (2011). 
Criminal activity: Parent who take drug may likely involve in crime to fund their dependency this act, in turn affects the children. Brophy (2006). The act also results in children taking to criminality as seen in this case study.
 Societal effect:  Due to this act by the parent the society their informal relationship with the society became scary as seen by the altitude of the neighbours. 
Analysis:
The point at which the child, young person or family became subject of assessment by health and social care agencies
 The child, Young Person and the family is subject to assessment at the point where the child is in need. NSPCC (2018). That is exactly the point in Julie’s family where the mother is involved with substance abuse, she is regularly away from home, she is prostituting, the children are involved in anti-social behaviour, the neighbours are not happy with them etc. 
According to children’s Act 1989 section 47, the local authority reserves the right to intervene after due enquiries where the child cannot live without the intervention of the social services.
The process of intervention   
The process of intervention starts with referral, this is where the case is reported to the relevant social service or authority. The social service then, take the process of assessment based on the framework of the policy of working together to safeguard the children, children act (1989). Julie’s family, was assessed based on the three main points in assessment criteria and these are:
Parental capacity
family and environmental factor 
and children developmental need. 
Action of the social services: After the referral and the assessment, the social services started working in multi-agencies based on the (children’s act 1989 and 2004) (working together in multi-agencies)
Evaluation of the current policy and the role of the multi- agencies
The act 1989 and 2004 were applied by the multi-agency, the family were kept together children act (2004) despite the level of abuse seen in this family.
RESULT
Potential impact of the actions of the multi-disciplinary services 
With the intervention of the multi-disciplinary services, the family got a new home, Julie was rehabilitated, she stopped criminal behaviour, number of unwanted visitors reduced, Children’s school attendance improved to 90%, anti-social behaviour stopped and their tenancy was made permanent. 
The intervention of social services in providing the necessary needs to the family was informed based on Maslow’s theory of hierarchy of needs, that states that people are motivated to fulfil basic needs before moving onto other more advanced need. Maslow hierarchy of need (1954).
Evaluation/Recommendations: The social service intervention in this case, brought an incredible improvement to the life of this family however there are other things they would have done differently based on Kolb’s model of experiential learning (1984) 
The social service should give considerable number of years to follow-up with this family and monitor their school attendance on regular bases, they should also devout time with the family, register and finance the children in some social activities like children’s club, sports and provide other children welfare facilities, this is in line with Brofenbrenner’s Ecological theory that states the importance of provision of service in a child’s development. Bronfenbrenner (1977). Based on these, the social service, the school and the family should have a cordial relationship aimed at the development of the children.
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                                              APPENDIX 
Julia family in Bradford (United Kingdom)
Julie family in Bradford is a typical example of a vulnerable family. She is a single mother of six children, four boys and two girls. Julie was constantly away from family home, was a suspected prostitute who engage in substance misuse and had been involved in criminal behaviours. Her children were being taken care of by her sister. The eldest child had a criminal record. There was no regular school attendance among her children, concerns about the neglect of the children were evident and the family was poor. Housing providers could not rehouse them because of their high level of antisocial criminal behaviour.
         There was fear of the children being taken to a care home and this was doused by the agreement that the family will engage with a key worker to improve the situation. To this effect, a short-term tenancy was given to this family with the intervention compliance plan integrated. The key worker helped them to get the new home in decent order when they move in. There was a change of life to the new environment as they cooperate with the key worker. 
          Julie was referred to local drug support project and she also completed an educational course on basic literacy. Julie stopped a criminal behaviour and reduced the number of unwanted visitors at home. The children school attendance improved to 90 per cent and other areas of the family live improved as a result of the intervention which was principled on putting the family together. 
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