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[image: ]HistoryFigure 1: A typical Roman Soldier from the Imperial Period, Own Image

Cirencester, or Corinium, was the second largest and most prosperous town in Roman Britain. Its central location between the cities of Londinium and Aquae Sulis and proximity to the Fosse Way and Ermine Street made it a central hub for the Romans. The town emerged over a period of time, from a Roman Fort to a civic centre. Sometime after the main Roman conquest of Britain, a small fortress roughly around 30 acres was established at Cirencester. In around 49AD the town was moved slightly north and a new barracks was established so that cavalry could be stored, and number of public and commercial buildings sprang up as well. By the 2nd Century AD, archaeologists have discovered evidence of their being a Theatre, Forum, Cattle Market, Temples, Bath Houses and Amphitheatre present in Corinium. In 296 AD, Corinium became the capital of Britannia Prima and in Britannica’s last century under direct Roman rule, Corinium prospered and reached its prime After the Roman Army left Britain in 409 AD, the town still prospered and functioned as it did for roughly another few decades. However, by the time of the fall of the Western Roman Empire, Corinium was in disrepair and had been left partially abandoned due to its economic dependence on the Empire. By the 5th Century we have no evidence for public buildings and only traces of squatter settlements. This was the end of Corinium and the beginning of Cirencester

Re-discovery and Modern reconstruction
[image: ]It was not until the Medieval Period that the town picked up again. A monastery was built in the town and although the towns Roman legacy was still there, with the town plan and road systems, it was not until the Victorian Period that ‘archaeologists’ began digging up the town as a surge in Roman History had peaked the interests of early archaeologists like Thomas Brathonder. Archaeologist like him dug up most of the major mosaics and artefacts during the 19th and 20th centuries. By the turn of the new millennium, new technologies were being used to help build a better site plan and enhance our understanding of Cirencester. In 2000, the Channel 4 program Time Team, spent 3 days excavating a number of sites in the south of the town. What they found were a number of wealthy villas that had tessellated pavements, along with discovering a lost roman road and possibly the remains of an early Roman Christian Church. These finds helped further our understanding of the town as it allowed for valuable information about the south of the town to be revealed. Today, we still know very little of the actual town’s layout but with newer technologies like LIDAR becoming more feasible, it’s believed we’ll be able to get a proper sense of what the town looked like.Figure 2: Time Team unavailing a Tessellated pavement in the year 2000, Channel 4 'Time Team'


[image: ]The Forum of JupiterFigure 3: A recreation of what the Colum of Jupiter looked like at Corinium Museum

The Forum was a commercial centre placed roughly in the middle of the town. The forum would have been a place where much civic activity took place where people would seal good, conduct business and banking. We know thanks to archaeological evidence that there would have been a giant statue of Jupiter on top of a column decorated by the God of Wine, Bacchus. The image to the right is a reconstruction of the main central column in the Corinium Museum and the top part is original and would have stood place in the forum. The connections of the Forum and Jupiter come much later after the completion of the centre. 

The Bath House
The Bath House was for the majority of Cirencester’s population, the main place for men to socialise and conduct business in the period but was also a public place for everyone to bathe. Unfortunately, we don’t actually know what the Baths looked like and where they would have been placed as we have no archaeological evidence. However, we have a few literatry descriptions of a bath house existing here. We used to believe that the Romans use to be incredibly hygienic due to the presents of these bath houses and of evidence in archaeology. However, it is now a debate on whether the Baths were as beneficial and hygienic as previously thought. This theory has spread due to issues regarding on how often the water was cleaned and flushed out due to the water being polluted by disease and fragrant oils. Doctors even prescribed their patients to not go to the houses if they had open wounds or were ill. With this evidence we are now changing our perception on the houses’ hygienic benefits.  

The Amphitheatre
When one thinks about the Amphitheatre, we tend to envision Rome’s Coliseum and Circus Maximus. However, the Amphitheatre in Corinium was probably very different to this public conception. What makes the Amphitheatre unique is that it was built right next to a lime quarry which meant that the soil deposits from that were used to build the theatre. This is very different as most amphitheatres were built by digging a large hole and then using the spoil to make up the walls and base for the seating. However, in Cirencester’s case, it was not necessary to dig down as the quarry around the theatre created enough spoil for the foundations for the walls and stands. However due to this evidence we believe that this I why a large proportion of the town’s population died. The pollution produced by the quarry may have been the cause for many repertory problems that may had led to the death of many of its citizens. Also, the purpose of the amphitheatre is highly debated. as many wild animals weren’t as widely available in Britain and only the best were reserved for Rome. it’s thought the Cirencester’s [image: ]amphitheatre may have been used by the army stationed there as a training ground and as a military parade ground. However, this is all up for interpretation.Figure 4: Hare Mosaic from the Corinium Museum


Archaeological Evidence
[image: ]Corinium is noted for having some of the best mosaics in Britain and to some extent outside of Italy. A number of the most famous mosaics were found during the excavations during the Victorian Period, the most renowned is the Hare Mosaic. The Hare mosaics is a large mosaic that has an elaborate design and at its centre is an image of a Hare. Hares were introduced to Britain by the Romans and were seen as a common delicacy for the plebeians and citizens of the empire. Another famous archaeological find is that of a Cockerel which we believe was from a gravestone. It is beautifully and intricately decorated and would have probably been for a person of high status or wealth. Both the Hare Mosaic and the Bronze Cockerel have become the symbols of Roman Cirencester and some of the Corinium Museum. Figure 5: Bronze Cockerel in Corinium Museum
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