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Translation, XIV.510-21
Upright enough – enough of decency in safe distinction,
enough of merit. Why, boy, did you try for greater deeds? 
Where the spears struck him, sliding under the waves, 
he cheated sunken bones from Syracusan graves;
the seas wept, Cyclopian stones wept,
as did the rivers Cyane and Anapus and Ortygian Arethusa.
  Elsewhere, the Perseus (Tiberinus led that ship)
and, where Sidonian Crantor had driven it, the Io
did battle. Here and there, thrown chains of iron are tied,
and the tethered ships stood ready to battle. 
Neither with javelins nor with hails of arrows is it fought:
hand-to-hand and with swords, they mingled in land-like melee. 

Commentary, XIV.542-55
542-55: As the Io sinks, the men’s trappings float on the wave. Some of the Sicilians seek to continue the fight, even if it means destroying their own ship, while others accept their own deaths if, in doing so, they can drag down their Roman enemies with them. 
542-3: Sil. lists the items floating in the water; concluding the list with their tutelae deum (“guardian deity”) adding a note of poignancy amidst the arms and armor. 
548: In their haste to strike back at the Romans, the Sicilian sailors tear up even the prow and helm of the Io; this detail, along with line 555, in which the drowning Sicilians drag the Romans down with them, may be seen to support Silius’ favorable view of Sicily’s position as a province of Rome.
550-1: Sea water washes into gaping wounds (vulneribus patulis), and is pushed back out (refunditur) from the men’s “gasping spirits” (singultante anima); transitioning sonically from the liquids and stops of 550 to the elision and nasals of 551 supports the imagery of the waves lapping against the dead and wounded.
555: The Sicilians crudescunt (become violent) as they attempt to drag Roman troops down with them; Vergil, in Aeneid 7.788, uses the same verb and verb form to characterize the image of the chimera that decorates the doomed Turnus’ helmet – just before noting that Turnus’ shield is adorned with the image of Io. 
