The week before I did my Welsh lesson for my Welsh portfolio, I sat down with my class teachers and we discussed what Welsh lessons I could do which relates to my term topic of ‘Amazing Africa’. We all agreed that making animal masks and role playing as if the children were the animals would be a good idea to get children to enjoy a Welsh activity. We thought that if the children had masks they would be in character when speaking in Welsh during the time I will be teaching them. 

Over my teaching practice, I have had the opportunity to teach a lesson in Welsh in relation to the term topic of ‘Amazing Africa’. This lesson went really well and the children seemed to really enjoy role playing characters from the book ‘Syrpreis Handa’. After visiting Folly Farm and learning about African animals they found this lesson really fun and related everything to what they knew. The green screen was a very last minute thought and the class teacher thought this would be a good touch for parents to see what role play Year 2 do in their class lessons. This was very interesting as all of the children were fascinated as to what a green screen does and why it could help them recall the story easier. 

Prior to starting the course, I felt that I was at A1 Entry of the Welsh Competency Framework. This would mean that I am able to understand and respond to simple everyday sentences. I feel that prior to starting the course I was able to do this and since being in placement it is evident that I can do A1 Entry of listening skills. I feel that I build on this skill everyday in placement as I can support children and respond to them appropriately when they are developing their language skill. Additionally, I feel that before starting my course and being out on teaching practice I was at A1 Entry for speaking as I was, and still am, able to introduce myself and talk about where I live, my likes and dislikes. This has been used since being on placement as my Welsh lesson consisted of what foods I liked and disliked, where I lived and who I was. I feel that I am still improving this and this is something that can always be built upon. For the reading section, I also feel that I was at A1 Entry level as I was able to read simple Welsh phrases and sentences. In placement I have not had the opportunity to build upon this skill as we do not do much reading in Welsh in Year 2. Prior to starting the course in September, I feel that my writing skills have been used in many ways. I was always able to write simple sentences, questions, and simple feedback but since being in placement, this has been put into practice a lot more.

Although I have improved on some areas of my Welsh, I have not had the opportunity to improve my reading in Welsh as we have not read books in Welsh in Year 2. I feel that being on my teaching practice in placement, I have had a clearer understanding of Welsh development in schools. I was always very interested in the Welsh language but I was never clear as to what level of Welsh different year groups teach. I feel that I have improved my listening, speaking and writing sections of Welsh just by being on placement. 

Since being in Year 2, I feel I have improved my incidental Welsh everyday and now being in my last week, I am not even thinking about what I am saying. Everyday in placement I use incidental Welsh such as ‘Bore da, Prynhawn da, sut wyt ti?, Beth wyt ti eisiau cinio heddiw?, Mae hi’n amser cofrestru, Mae hi’n amser cinio, bant y chi, dewch yma, da iawn, a mae hi’n amser gweithio’. These are all phrases, questions and answers that I would say without thinking in a typical Foundation Phase classroom. I feel that without being on placement and since being on Welsh lesson in the University,I would not have used this everyday Welsh at home or in my typical day as a student in University. I feel that being a role model in school helps me improve because I would not expect the children to do it unless they have heard the phrases before. 

I feel that over my teaching practice in my placement I have learnt many words and expressed opinions more in class. A lot of incidental Welsh is used often and I feel this helps me when I am learning new words. For example I would not say ‘dewch i mewn’ at home but in school I would say it nearly everyday. Therefore I am building my classroom Welsh and understanding it a lot more than I would by practising at home. I feel I use a lot more Welsh in school than I would at home. This is purely because in school they are continually improving their Welsh skills and children are always looking to expand their Welsh vocabulary. In the mornings I am always saying Welsh phrases that the children understand so that they can get used to talking in Welsh when they enter the classroom in the mornings and sit down ready for the register. I will be continuing this method in my next teaching practice as I feel it helps me as a student-teacher and phrases such as ‘cerdedd mewn drws nesaf’ would be used in any school setting. I feel that expanding both mine and the children’s Welsh language skills is vitally important.

