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[bookmark: _tsh7izss0sim][bookmark: _Toc117772179]Introduction
Criminal litigation is a process of defending a criminal in a court of law which is known as a 'criminal trial'. In this process the trial has been conducted in the criminal court from the time of arrest, complaint, obtaining evidence, or appeal for mercy. This is a peaceful way of handling situations and protecting citizens properly and protecting the property of the country. Hence, the case of Miss Sarah Jones has been evaluated for identifying the structure of the courts, the role of the police and criminal jurisdiction. Miss Jones is accused of stealing a Gucci handbag while Miss Jones claimed she picked up the handbag from the road and Miss Nora Davis attacked her and stole the handbag. 
[bookmark: _tfoyqak1rily][bookmark: _Toc117772180]Review and set out the law for the offences and explain the mens rea and actus Reus
In the provided case, Miss Sarah Jones is a 35-year-old lady who is accused of theft of a Gucci handbag worth £5000. Before five years Miss Jones was sentenced to four years for robbery but due to her good behaviour in jail, she was paroled after two years. Miss Nora Davis claims that she is the original owner of the handbag and accused Miss Jones of stealing the Gucci handbag. In Theft Act 1968 theft is defined as dishonestly taking property which belongs to someone else with the intention of keeping it permanently (Participation, 1968). Hence, as per this act if Miss Jones steals the bag from Miss Nora the court can sentence seven years of imprisonment or a fine from Miss Jones. On the other hand, the Offences against the Person Act 1861 states that if the accused person intentionally harms a person the court will punish that person for three years without or with hard labour. This act is to amend and consolidate the Statute Law of Ireland and England regarding any offences against a person (Participation, 1978). In this case, Miss Nora Davis who is the plaintiff of this case claims that along with stealing the handbag Miss Jones also assaulted her. If this allegation is true, the defendant can get punishment from the court, and she can be sentenced to imprisonment for three years with or without hard labour. As per the Criminal Law Act 1967, a person can use reasonable force for preventing a crime and assisting the lawful arrest of suspected offenders or offenders (legal-tools.org, 2022). Therefore, in the interview, the defendant can say about her knowledge regarding the past criminal background of the plaintiff. In addition to that Miss Jones can also share that Miss Nora Davis attacked her and snatched the bag which can be also counted as an assault. 
Mens rea refers to the evil mind or criminal intent, which means any criminal offence is not only an omission and act along with its consequence, but it also accompanies the mental state of the criminal (Saffary and Saberi, 2020). Therefore, in this case, it is possible that the plaintiff puts the whole blame on the defendant by saying she does not have the receipt for that bag, and it was a gift from her grandmother who has died. On the other hand, actus Reus can be defined as a criminal act which describes a physical activity which damages property or harms a person. In this case, the incident of attacking and grasping Miss Sarah Jones for snatching the Gucci handbag by Miss Nora can be considered as actus Reus. 
[bookmark: _cdkzbtd9bsi][bookmark: _Toc117772181]Explain the range of possible sentences for the alleged offences
The possible sentence for this can be six months of imprisonment or an ultimate fine for Miss Sarah Jones as per the Theft Act 1968. Along with this, the defendant can also sentence to three years of imprisonment without or with labour as per the Offences against the Person Act 1861. In a magistrate court the penalty depends on the time of the offence and as per The Criminal Justice Act 2003 and Sentencing Act 2020 the maximum penalty can be an unlimited fine or up to 12 months of imprisonment. In the case of Candlish vs. DPP (2022) eight offences have been faced by the defendant for shoplifting at different stores between the months of July and August 2018 (Dls, 2022). Each offence was valued between £7.66 and £163.00. Hence, in this case, if the allegation against Miss Jones proves true, she can be sentenced to 6 to 12 months of jail as per the crime or an unlimited penalty for the Gucci handbag which is valued at £5000. 
[bookmark: _b0j4j3fqko8v][bookmark: _Toc117772182]Evaluate the strength of the evidence against the client
Miss Sarah Jones is accused of stealing a Gucci handbag worth £5000 by Miss Nora Davies, Miss Nora who is the plaintiff of this case also claims that the bag was gifted by her grandmother who is no more, and she doesn't have any receipt for the bag. In this case, the defendant Miss Jones can prove her not guilty as the plaintiff doesn't have any clear evidence that the handbag belongs to her. Additionally, if the defendant can prove that Miss Davies is from a bad neighbourhood and can't afford a Gucci handbag, she can also defend herself. However, Miss Jones is also from a bad neighbourhood and associated with various criminal activities in the past. The defendant was also sentenced to four years of imprisonment for robbery but was paroled after two years for good behaviour. Therefore, the past criminal record of the defendant can be strong evidence against Miss Jones which can lead Miss Jones to imprisonment, or she may also have to pay a penalty. 
[bookmark: _vior1o7t4nvj][bookmark: _Toc117772183]Evaluate the strength of Miss Davies’ claims and how this impacts Miss Jones’ case
As per Miss Davies, the Gucci handbag belongs to her, and it was gifted by her grandmother who died. The plaintiff can prove her right by pointing out the previous criminal activities of Miss Jones. The defendant Miss Jones was previously associated with various criminal activities and sentenced to imprisonment for robbery. Thus, the plaintiff has a strong point to accuse the defendant of stealing the Gucci handbag. However, apart from this evidence, the plaintiff doesn't have any other strong evidence against Miss Jones. The plaintiff stated to the patrolling police officer Norman Jenkins that she doesn't have the receipt for that Gucci bag, and it was a gift from her grandmother. Thus, in the court, the plaintiff can't show any valid evidence which can help to prove that the product belongs to her. Additionally, along with the defendant, the plaintiff also has a criminal background due to which she is unemployed at the present time. Therefore, the defendant can also prove her right with help of this evidence which can also help her to prove herself not guilty. The defendant can also accuse the plaintiff with the help of the Offences against the Person Act 1861 for attacking and snatching the bag from her. 
[bookmark: _sslwvfwvw5o][bookmark: _Toc117772184]Explain the advantages and disadvantages of advising the client to remain silent during the police interview
Miss Sarah Jones who is the client in this case has been advised to remain silent during the time of police interrogation. The client was arrested by the patrolling officer of Wind Street as he saw two women fighting on the road. Miss Jones has been arrested by the officer based on the statement of Miss Davies for stealing the Gucci handbag. However, there is no valid proof available to the South Wales Police Headquarters which can prove that the client stole the bag from Miss Nora Davies. Thus, the client can pretend to be not guilty in court by remaining silent during the police interview (Xu et al., 2020, p. 19). However, there are some disadvantages to remaining silent such as it can affect the judgement of the court and the plaintiff can also take advantage of this silence in the court. In addition to that, it can also harm the physical and mental peace of Miss Sarah Jones. 
[bookmark: _6qz88md08zqd][bookmark: _Toc117772185]Discuss what factors the court can take into account when allocating Miss Jones’ case for trial
Certain factors that the court can take into account are the age and background of Miss Jones while conducting the trial. There is no clear evidence which can prove that Miss Jones is guilty, and Miss Nora Davies can’t prove that the bag belongs to her as she doesn’t have any receipt of the bag. In the case of Regina vs. McGrath, the defendant McGrath has been arrested for theft and burglary charges and during the time of trial, the defendant raised an issue about the indictment and validity of the case (Regina v mcgrath, 2013). Twelve counts have been conducted by the judge for this case and lastly, the Crown court gives the judgement that the defendant is undeserving and arouses no sympathy due to which his claim was refused by the court. However, in the case of Miss Jones, she can make a valid point in court as Miss Jones was paroled before the time of her imprisonment for her good behaviour. In addition to that, Miss Sarah Jones is also associated with different charitable causes of the church and its participants which can also help the defendant, Miss Jones to claim that at the present time she is not associated with any kind of illegal activities. 
[bookmark: _9713byw8o7fn][bookmark: _Toc117772186]Conclusion
Thus, it can be concluded that in this present writing the importance of criminal litigation is mentioned. As per the provided case the client Miss Sarah Jones is charged with the offence of theft of a Gucci handbag worth £5000. Hence, the laws and regulations related to this particular case are mentioned in this writing along with the allegations which can be made by the defendant of the case. 


[bookmark: _yv5q3kkgsq1o][bookmark: _Toc117772187]References
Dls (2022) Candlish v the director of public prosecutions: Admn 12 apr 2022, swarb.co.uk. Available at: https://swarb.co.uk/candlish-v-the-director-of-public-prosecutions-admn-12-apr-2022/ (Accessed: October 27, 2022).
legal-tools.org (2022) ICC Legal Tools. Available at: https://www.legal-tools.org/ (Accessed: October 27, 2022).
Participation, E. (1968) Theft act 1968, Legislation.gov.uk. Statute Law Database. Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1968/60 (Accessed: October 27, 2022).
Participation, E. (1978) Offences against the Person Act 1861, Legislation.gov.uk. Statute Law Database. Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Vict/24-25/100/contents (Accessed: October 27, 2022).
Regina v mcgrath, [2013] EWCA Crim 1261: England and Wales Court of Appeal (Criminal Division), Judgment, law, Casemine.com (no date) https://www.casemine.com. Available at: https://www.casemine.com/judgement/uk/5a8ff71a60d03e7f57ea78f8 (Accessed: October 27, 2022).
Saffary, A. and Saberi, R., 2020. The Relativistic Theory of Coincidence between Mens Rea and Actus Reus in Islamic and English Law. Available at: https://easpublisher.com/media/features_articles/EASJEHL_310_492-508.pdf (Accessed: October 28, 2022)
Xu, H., Hale, S. and Stern, L., 2020. Telephone interpreting in lawyer-client interviews: An observational study. Translation & Interpreting, The, 12(1), pp.18-36. Available at: https://search.informit.org/doi/abs/10.3316/INFORMIT.050253142109817 (Accessed: October 28, 2022)




8

