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MODULE CODE: TRRS5008
SECTS, SELF AND SOCIETY:
ALTERNATIVE SPIRITUALITIES IN THE WEST

aSSESSMENT TYPE: website critique COMPONENT 1
COMPONENT WEIGHTING: 25%
WORD COUNT: 1,500 words
MODULE TUTOR: SARAH LEWIS
Guidelines on writing this website critique are available on the module’s Moodle page.  

Choose from one of the following:
Findhorn Foundation: https://www.findhorn.org/
European Federation for Complementary and Alternative Medicine: http://www.efcam.eu/
William Bloom: http://www.williambloom.com/
Resurgence and Ecologist: http://www.resurgence.org/ 
Church and School of Wicca: http://www.wicca.org/   
Louise Hay: http://www.louisehay.com/   
Mind Body Spirit (events): http://www.mindbodyspirit.co.uk/    
Slow Food in the UK: https://www.slowfood.org.uk/ 
Deepak Chopra: https://www.deepakchopra.com/ 
Eckhart Tolle: http://www.eckharttolle.com/ 
The Order of Bardes, Ovates and Druids: http://www.druidry.org/
The Foundation for Shamanic Studies: https://www.shamanism.org/
Vegetarian Society: https://www.vegsoc.org/ 
The Vegan Society: https://www.vegansociety.com/ 

SUBMISSION DETAILS: To be submitted through Moodle

aSSESSMENT TYPE: book review COMPONENT 2
COMPONENT WEIGHTING: 25%
WORD COUNT: 1,500 words
MODULE TUTOR: SARAH LEWIS
Any scholarly publication from the Reading List for this module may be chosen for this assignment. 
SUBMISSION DETAILS: To be submitted through Moodle

aSSESSMENT TYPE: essay COMPONENT 3
COMPONENT WEIGHTING: 50%
WORD COUNT: 2,000
MODULE TUTOR: SARAH LEWIS
Choose one from the following: 
· Examine the ways in which the concept of ‘New Age’ has been characterised and the issues surrounding the use of this term.  
· With reference to census data, suggest possible reasons for the decline in the number of people identifying themselves as ‘Christian’ and the increasing visibility of ‘alternative’ religions and spiritualities.   

· Examine Wouter Hanegraaff’s (1996) distinction between “strict” (or ‘restricted’) and “general” New Age.  How useful is this distinction when attempting to define New Age / ‘Alternative’ Spiritualities?

· Giving examples, examine the development and appeal of Paganism in recent years in the US and the UK.

· What is the significance of “deep ecology” and how does it compare with “shallow ecology?

· Hunt (2003, 183-4) says that that health, healing and human potential are given ‘religious’ qualities, and that our current emphasis on health ‘is now bordering on a form of religiosity – or even a form of fetishism’.  Is he correct?

· Sutcliffe and Gilhus (2013, 1) argue that the difficulties inherent in identifying the content and boundaries of ‘New Age’ as a category in the study of religion ‘… reproduce in miniature the debate about the cross-cultural stability of the category “religion”’ and that ‘studying “new age spiritualities” tantalizingly reproduces issues central to defining and theorizing religion in general’.  Do you agree with this?

· Examine the use of the term ‘spiritual but not religious (SBNR) and suggest why some responses resulted in the creation of the term ‘religious but not spiritual’.

SUBMISSION DETAILS: To be submitted through Moodle
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