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Introduction
This assignment intent to discuss childhood in terms of safeguarding. As well as the different changes over the years. Many children have been and are still victims of abuse and neglect for a number of reasons. Not one of the reasons are acceptable reasons as to why a child should be a victim of certain acts. There are different types of abuse that they face of physical, mental, emotional and sexual (Types of abuse, 2020). Childhood is defined as a state of time in one’s life this ranges between the ages birth to adolescence which is 18 years. Childhood comes in two stages the preoperational stage and the concrete stage. The first stage is a very delicate age range (Definition of childhood | Dictionary.com, 2020).  Further to this different case of child abuse will be mentioned within the assignment that have lead to deaths of young children due to abuse and neglect. This assignment will initially start off with the history of childhood. 
History of childhood and social and family
A lot of things have changed over the years in regards to children and how they are treated. Although the negativity has still not completely gone it is a lot better than what it use to be. Many things have been put into place that helps to protect children as well as benefit them such as legislation, welfare services and benefits. This has all been put into place so that abuse and neglect decreases.  
During the middle ages there was no such thing as childhood. Children weren’t treated as well as they are now. Children in the age were made to farm animal’s livestock and care for siblings; they were treated more like adults than children. Children weren’t able to live the lives they should have. They weren’t treated with dignity and respect rather they were seen as nothing. A child who had no parents who had no parents during the Middle Ages were more like slaves. They had to do tasks and chores that one could never imagine children doing.  They were mistreated and a lot of damage was caused to many kids. Due to children being delicate a lot of them suffered with a number of mental health conditions due to the psychological stress and trauma. Not only did it affect them at the time however also affected the their further relations. Children weren’t able to trust or become close to people they lived with the constant fear of not being treated right. Some children didn’t not have the opportunity to lead an independant life rather they were treated like slaves until their death. There have been many cases of abuse over the years some leading to death of kids also (The History of Childhood in Modern Britain, 2020). Such as Baby P, Eliza Izquirerdo, Gabrial Fernandez these are just a few over the millions of cases. Elisa Izquierdo died at the age of six in 1995 due to her abusive mother. She died due to fluid leaking from her mouth and nose which was from the brain due to the abuse she had received. There were many times that Eliza could have been saved however due to the poor social workers she had died. The death of Victoria Climbie was also due to the failure of the social workers doctors and the police (Thompson and Thompson, 2020).Had they taken action when they had suspected something Victoria would have been with us today. She in total had 128 injuries. The doctors especially had many chances in helping Victoria; she had gone to the hospital several times with severe injuries. Rather than the professionals investigating further as to where her injuries had come from they diagnosed her with different illnesses. Not one professional went out of their way to help Victoria rather they gave excuses as to why they didn’t do their jobs properly or had blamed other professionals for not. It had taken the death of these kids and many others for professionals to start doing their jobs properly which shouldn’t have been the case. Victoria had died at the age of eight she had a whole life ahead of her however due to the poor system at the time she didn’t get the help she needed. Her parents had sent her with her aunt to Europe from Africa so that she could get a good education however within 18months they had received the call that their daughter has passed away (Batty, 2020).
Policies, laws and legislations throughout history:
Throughout time there have been many policies, laws and legislations that have been put in to place for children and they have also been expanded on due to different issues that have been raised. Some legislation and laws have been removed due to new and improved ones being put into place. One legislation in regard to children is the Children and Young Peoples Act 2008. This is mainly for children who are part of the care system so they are able to receive and achieve the same as what parents have for their own children. This was originally the Children Act 1989 which gives a legislative framework for child protection in England. It was then strengthened by the Children Act 2004 this includes partnership between agencies and local authorities which are in place to protect children. They are there for the safeguarding of children. Both of the acts were then upgraded to by the Children and Social Work act 2017 (Children and Young Persons [HL] Act 2008 — UK Parliament, 2020).
Schools work closely with children so they have quite a bit of training on how to acknowledge if a child is being abuse and neglect. The Department of Education has set out certain rules for the safeguarding of children and young people as they work closely with them. This does not just cover one law rather it covers many different in regards to safeguarding. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of children 1989 explains how children have the same right to live safely and receive the same education and medical help. Article 27 of the UNCRC states that it is “the right of every child to a standard of living adequate for the child’s physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development.” (Department for Education, 2020). 
With the help of different legislations children have been able to live better lives.  However there are still some inequalities in health and social care provisions which leads to child abuse and neglect. This is due to lack of services and services struggling. This can lead to at times neglect as they are overrun. This is also due to lack of money to fund for the number of children that are in need of help. This can also lead to abuse of children as they aren’t provided with the necessities that they need.  Children are then not given the education that they need in order to live a decent life in the future. 
Poverty is another factor that can lead to the abuse and neglect of a child poverty is defined as one lacking in resources to obtain the type of diet, participate in the activities and have the living conditions and amenities which are customary, or at least widely encouraged and approved, in the societies in which they belong (CPAG,2020). This can be quite a difficult phase as people who are struggling can be looked down upon in society causing the individuals not get help shaming is a big thing in society face as they can be seen as lazy. Services also look down upon the people hence when seeking for help the service tries to put children into care as the parents are not able to provide for them. One parent had said ‘My daughter was bullied at school for her clothes and not having the right fashions; she stopped attending school and I was threatened with prison. I don’t like borrowing from family and friends I asked for help from social services. Then a social worker came around, checked my cupboards and made me feel I had done the wrong thing by asking for help’ (Gupta et al., 2016). This shows that certain services need to be more aware and should find alternatives to help parents. Although parents are given child benefits it still may not be enough as they may not have a job which gives them stability to be able to pay rent and bills. Or they may potentially have an illness causes them to not being able to work leading to basic needs to getting met. This may also lead to children being malnourished or living in a house where they are deprived of heating and warm water. This can lead to neglect. 
What approaches/intervention are in place to support vulnerable kids.
Early interventions help to reduce risk to children and make sure that they are safe. There are a number of approaches and interventions that help and support vulnerable children. Another is the NSPCC they have many training and resources that can help to protect vulnerable children. They work with children and families. They work closely with schools also where they give presentation this educates children on what should not be tolerated, this gives them a chance to speak about is going on if they have noticed that they are being treated in a way the professionals have told them they should not be. Te NSPCC provide a lot of training to professionals so they are also able to acknowledge and see the signs of abuse and neglect if it is taking place. The benefits of different intervention are that it reduces the likelihood of abuse and neglect. 
Conclusion
This assignment has given a detailed explanation of abuse and neglect that takes place within children. Different legislations have been explained that have been put into place that has helped to reduce the likelihood of abuse and neglect. The main one is the Children and Young people Act 2008. Within the assignment different cases of abuse and neglect have been explained. The case of Victoria Climbie was particularly sensitive as well as an eye opener as more than one type of professional had failed to save her. There were a number of opportunities that they had where they could have saved her. However, due to not investigating further she had sadly died at the age of eight. This was all due to the poor system, it had taken the death of these vulnerable children for action to be taken and legislations to be put in to place. There are many cases that have come to light and some kids are managed to be saved and have been put in the system where they are safe and getting the help they need, as abuse and neglect can have a big impact on a child mentally. There also are many children who are still getting and abused and neglected however, they just aren’t comfortable in expressing how they feel. The benefit of trainings and the increase in knowledge will hopefully prevent neglect and abuse. 
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